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Subjects are proposed to the Committee to be dealt with on the agendas of the Committee or its Working Groups during 2012, for debate, consultation, or information. 

A first list of subjects issued by the Secretariat and the organisations of the ACFA was examined by the ACFA Bureau at its meeting on 6 December 2011. On the basis of this examination and further modifications, the Bureau asked the Secretariat to adopt a draft final work programme which has been presented for adoption at the plenary session of the ACFA on 7 of December at the suggestion of its Bureau.

Each subject on the work programme was placed in one of the Working Groups most appropriate to it. The way of approaching each subject will be specify in the draft agenda by one of the following annotations: 

® :

debate (on the initiative of the ACFA and/or the Commission) 

© :

consultation (prior to the adoption of a proposal by the Commission) 

(I) :

information (following the adoption of a proposal by the Commission) 

The aim of each Working Group was to produce, where necessary 

A draft opinion on the subjects on which it was consulted 

A draft own-initiative opinion for the subjects of debate 

A draft resolution for the subjects of which it was informed 

The draft opinions or resolutions were proposed for adoption by the plenary session. It was the Bureau's responsibility to organise all this work. Recourse to opinions via written consultation was foreseen in cases of urgency on a decision of the Bureau. 
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GROUP I: 
Access to resources, management of fishing activities and general questions
1. General issues and external fisheries
a) Reform of CFP 
- MSY

- Discards

-Transferable Fishing Concessions

b) Future functioning of ACFA
c) Horizon 2020 Research programme .
2.    Environmental issues
a) Implementation of the Action Plan on sharks (including the regulation on    Finning)
b) CITES
c) Information about the reduction of by catch of sea birds caused by fishing gears 
3.     Conservation and Management measures 

a) Member States' annual report on their efforts to reduce over-capacity, presentation of the special report from Court of Auditors on this issue.
b) How to improve scientists/stakeholders relationships (experiences in the different Member States and how to overcome the differences in perceptions). 

c) Commission’s Communication on the fishing possibilities for the year 2013: general policy declaration (I, R)

c) Accession of Iceland
d) FAO

  -FAO technical consultation on by-catch and discards (presentation of conclusions)

   - COFI

       e) UN General Assembly resolution on fisheries

  - presentation of conclusions and follow up for next year

f) RIO+20
GROUP II: Aquaculture

A.
Aquatic animal health and welfare issues
1.
Availability of veterinary products, including the 1-1-1 concept 


2.
Regulations on parasite presence in aquaculture products
3. 
Fish welfare, including slaughtering methods
4. 
Socioeconomic impact of the Herpes Regulation
B.
Live-stock farming standards and practices
1.
Animal and fish feed developments
b) 
Composition & Manufacture

c) 
Control of feed ingredients in non-EU production sold in the EU

3.
Labelling and certification of aquaculture products (report to WG3)

C.
Structural Measures
1.
Policy reviews

a)
Aquaculture and CFP reform
b) 
Supporting measures foreseen in EMFF



c)
Economic protection/insurance of the farmed fish stocks



d)
Discussion on the structure and functioning of Advisory Council for Aquaculture 
2.
Status of the Market Observatory

3.
Production reports (FEAP/EMPA)
D.
Promotion of European Aquaculture
E.
Research and European Aquaculture Technological Innovation Platform

F.
International actions in Aquaculture (COFI, GFCM/FAO, EIFAC, etc.)

G.
Aquaculture and environment

1.
Actions regarding predators (as for example, cormorants)

2.
Recognition of the role and importance of aquaculture at the level of the environment (positive ecosystem services)

3.
 Aquaculture and Natura 2000 areas

4.
 Water Framework Directive implementation

5.
 Restocking activities

H.
Shellfish and water quality and food safety and health claims
I.
Biotoxins

J.
Microbiological standards for shellfish
K.
pm Reflection on a proposal of shellfish Regulation (on ACFA's initiative) 

1.
Support for the restocking, safeguard plan

2.
Socio-economic observatory

GROUP III: Markets and commercial policy 

1. CMO (Common Market Organisation) and the CFP Reform
a.  Link with the European Competition Law
b. Study of mechanisms to manage the issue of  discards.

c. CMO and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (2014-2020)

d. Delegated and Implementing Acts in particular those relating to marketing and operational plans .

e. Proposal for establishing the Market Advisory Council or Forum. (MAC)
f.   Trade with third countries
2. Supply, markets and Trade 

a. Evaluation of the general market situation: first sale price, cost structure, consumption trends
b. Supply (Status and Trends) 
i. Monitoring of Community imports and tariff situation 

ii. Impact of Recovery plans on markets for 2012 
iii. Regulation of suspension and tariff quotas for fishery and aquaculture products
c. Trade

i. Implementation of IUU-Regulation

ii. Free trade agreements 

iii. WTO 

iv. Rules of origin and Community Custom Code
v. European Market Observatory for fisheries and aquaculture products
vi. Trade with third countries
3. Markets Developments 

a. Information to consumers 

i. Commission initiative on minimum criteria for sustainable fishing labelling 

ii. Information to consumers from NGOs and others (consumer guides, seafood Red-List, fair trade labels …) 
iii. Impact of the new food information regulation to fishery products (i. e. labelling of nutritional parameters, added water)
iv. Environmental footprint
b. Traceability for fisheries and aquaculture products.

c. Implementation of the Control Regulation (issues related to trade and markets)
d. CFP Reform

e. CITES 

4. Food safety 

a. European Food Safety Authority

b. Codex Alimentarius 

c. Contaminant Legislation relevant for fish, aquaculture and fishery products 

d. Rapid Alert System
e. Revision of hygiene Regulation (853/2004)
GROUP IV: General questions: economy and analysis of the sector 
1.
CFP REFORM

1.
CFP Reform proposals
a)
Regionalisation

2. 
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 
2.
GOVERNANCE

1. 
Future functioning of ACFA 

3.
GENERAL ISSUES

1.
Integrated Maritime Policy: Follow up
-  Latest events

- Guardians of the Sea: the role of the fisheries sector in the wider context of IMP 
- Framework Marine Strategy Directive
2.
Communication from the Commission on Maritime Spatial Planning in the EU 

3.
Horizon 2020 Research Programme and the Fisheries and aquaculture sectors 
4. 
MONITORING AND CONTROL

1.
Control Regulation including its implementing rules

2.
IUU Regulation
