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Attention :
Maria DAMANAKI Member of the European Commission, responsible for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs
 Biarritz, le 8 Mars 2010

Objetive : Contribution to the discussion with Commissioner Damanaki 28.4.2010
 Dear Commissioner,
Presentation of Surfrider Foundation Europe

Surfrider Foundation: a unique NGO in Europe

Surfrider Foundation Europe is a nonprofit organization, created in Europe in 1990, dedicated to protecting our oceans, waves, coastlines and people who enjoy the ocean. Among its 5000 members, Surfrider brings together people from all walks of life with a common passion for the ocean and dedication to caring for the coastline. The organization acts at the level of Europe as a whole, but also locally through its chapters located in France, Germany, Spain, Italy, and Portugal, Netherlands, Sweden and Belgium. 

Our organization is approved for the provision of education by France’s Ministry of Youth, for environmental protection by France’s Ministry of Ecology and Sustainable Development and approved by France’s Ministry of Justice.

Surfrider, representing a community of recreational water users, is especially concerned by the regulatory documents relating to the management of the marine environment. 

In this context, we would like to draw your attention to three key points that are particularly relevant to our scope of activity. 


-Consideration of aquatic recreation within the framework of Maritime Spatial Planning

As representatives of recreational water users, we perceive the integration of aquatic activities into the strategic planning for the marine environment as a key element. Our community’s priority is to preserve the waves and our common heritage of the natural coastaline for future generations. These areas of aquatic recreation are also providers of environmental services in the form of ecosystem function and products, aesthetics, cultural significance and economic benefits. User conflicts threaten the very existence of recreational wavebreaks, including the restriction of surfing and other activities due to safety and/or health concerns. In consideration of the activities and values at stake, they must be integrated into the initial strategic planning roadmap. 

-Implementation of stringent marine water quality guidelines

The EU strategic directive 2008/56/EC for the marine environment, a fundamental element of the marine environmental framework, ensures a healthy environment for the waters in which we recreate. Therefore, in consideration of the stakeholders we represent, it is in our interest to ensure that the criteria and thresholds that delineate this healthy aquatic environment are as stringent as possible. We will endeavor to focus the attention of various European institutions in this direction in the lead up to the adoption of the criteria and thresholds. The decision of the Commission that will adopt these criteria and thresholds should, in our opinion, create a framework that underpins an obligation to ensure a healthy marine ecosystem. 

-Development of guiding management documents to ensure good ecological health of recreational waters 
There is a recurring regulatory vacuum regarding water quality monitoring for recreational bathing: there are no criteria and no systematic monitoring program in place. There are no policy documents that propose such a monitoring program and neither is there a communication policy for stakeholders. Surfrider proposes to remediate this lack of information regarding health and environmental concerns via a network of European laboratories that will undertake a tracking program for these concerns overlooked by regulatory decision-makers. We hope that this oversight will receive an appropriate regulatory response thanks to an integrated marine policy. 
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