WATER TAXES
The implementation of WFD has to consider the social and economic implications to the aquaculture sector, not only environmental aspects.

Spanish freshwater aquaculture production is declining due to extremely high water taxes. 

The water taxes have become a competitive factor between regions: In some of them, like Galicia, aquaculture has to pay a water pollution tax that has a dramatic impact in the economical and competitive results of the companies. So, as a consequence of that, some fish farming companies are more competitive than others. Since 2003 the water pollution tax of Decret 8/1999 incremented in a 270%. As it became unsustainable a new tax was established in Law 16/2008, that stablish a new tax from january 2009 and suposes to divide by 10 the previous amount.  But nothing was done to diminish the 3 000 000 € that can be charged to companies from the period 2003 to 2008. Those companies produced 5000 tons in 2009.

	Production /year
	Total year
	

	2003
	9.706
	

	2004
	9.047
	

	2005
	8.010
	

	2006
	7.393
	

	2007
	7.844
	

	2008
	7.088
	Total water tax charges from 2002 to 2008

	Total Production from 2002 to 2008
	49.088
	2.961.437,16 €

	
	
	

	2009
	4.892
	


In the context of defending global competitiveness, there should be a defence against policies that interfere with the free competitiveness and the fair trade. It is clear that substantial differences in taxes, in view of homogeneous situations as those experienced in the EU, are not justified and establish an interference in our global market. 

As well as consequence of implementation of WFD state member taxes should take in consideration more technical data about the real impact of the discharge instead of calculating just the difference between outlet and inlet which in this kind of open flow aquaculture is not representative data.”

