Presentation

The Black Sea littoral territory of Georgia has the special value from the point of economic view   and its natural conditions. On the background of the climate changes and interimpact of  two environments – sea and land, the territory is   constantly being assimilated with rapid rate for agriculture, industry and civil accommodation. The anthropogenic loading on the natural environment too much exceeds the potential of sustainability of natural landscapes which results in the sharp disorder of ecological balance developed for a thousand years. Thus, the marine environment of Georgia, at the same time, is under the dual pressure – on the one hand it suffers from the influence of current global changes and on the other hand from the increasing anthropogenic loading. 

Here are some examples of the above. 

There was not a clearly defined integrated  environmental  and economical  policy towards the problems of the Black Sea until the middle of 2000-ies, when, with the help of European international projects ( ARENA, SeaDataNet, Black Sea Scene, SESAME, PERSEUS, EmodNet, EMBLAS I/II etc.) and activities held by the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution, scientific research and monitoring of the Black Sea has been renewed. 
Nevertheless, practically, efforts and attention, that took place in last years are not sufficient yet. The main accent is on the realization of the infrastructural projects (ports, harbors etc.), without subsequent assessment of environmental problems arose.

Along with the successful local projects ( e.g. Batumi water treatment plant), that was realized  under auspice and financing of European institutions, there are number of ongoing projects, that , on the one hand, aims to strengthen economical situation, but at the same time, creates new stresses and impact on the environment. For example, construction of cascade of hydropower plants on the Rv. Ajarisckali, that is a  valuable input into the energetic sector, may course the lack of beach forming material in the coastal zone, as it happened already in the case of Rv. Inguri and Chorokhi. As a result, erosion processes became one of the main problems for the coastal stability (e.g. in the city of Batumi) and requires valuable additional funding to maintain the coastal zone.

The research  by TSU scientists held recently, aiming to assess the impact of the  port of Poti on the economic benefits, in particular on development of the infrastructure of town and level of employment level, revealed, that, in this case, port, basing on the analysis of the interviews conducted, plays minimal role to secure economical issues of the city. This situation, seems, somewhat to be unique of such kind of seaside agglomeration.

Tbilisi State University (TSU) has a valuable experience in social-economical and environmental research of the coastal zone obtained within several international and local projects. At present, regular field works are carrying on  Marine Litter in the coastal zone of Georgia.
 Concerning to the implementation of requirements of EU-Georgia Association Agreement (see Annex XXVI – Environment), the main guiding document regarding the marine environment is The Marine Strategy Framework Directive – MSFD which came into force on July 15, 2008. The goal of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive     (MSFD) is to achieve or maintain    Good Environmental Status – GES in marine waters of Europe (including Black Sea) not later than 2020 year. The Directive ( conceptually linking with EU Water Frame work Directive - WFD) envisages elaboration of such approach which provides protection of the marine biota and minimization of pollution, and at the same time, the marine resources should be used by the society in the stable manner. To solve such controversy tasks, the integrated analyze of system is required which is provided by Ecosystem Approach - EcAp. Such approach is the cornerstone of the European marine strategy, shows the importance of relationship between society and ecosystem and creates the precondition of Ecosystem-based marine environment management.

One from the priorities of the new European strategy is dissemination of the activities set  in the Directive on regional and sub-regional level (including the Black Sea region),  taking into consideration existing international conventions and documents ( e.g. Convention of Protection of Black Sea from Pollution, Black Sea strategic action plan, 1996, renewed in 2002; “ Proposal on the development of a Black Sea National Integrated  Environmental Monitoring and Assessment Programme ( BS NIEMAP)” drafted within the framework of the first stage (2012-2014) of the project Improving Environmental Monitoring in the Black Sea – EMBLAS I.

Following the European model of the development of economics and employment the government of Georgia issued - “ Social-economic strategy of development of Georgia- Georgia 2020”, where main principles of “Blue Economics” and its marine component “Blue Growth” were shared, including the necessity of integration of educational and research processes and activities, basing on innovation and technologic innovations.

Summary

Realization and maintenance of GES  secures sustainable development of economics, that can be reached by marine knowledge activities basing on the permanent monitoring of the marine environment, collecting, analysis and provision with new data stakeholders and policy makers to secure integrated management of marine affairs, as well as by elaboration of innovative interdisciplinary educational courses for preparation of new generation of specialists in marine economic and environmental fields.
