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I. Overview of the ISA mandate 

• Brief overview of the legal framework for 
deep seabed activities in the Area with an 
emphasis on Part XI of UNCLOS/1994 
Implementing Agreement/ISA Regulations

• Important responsibilities for the 
protection of the marine environment and 
for MSR with a focus on impacts on the 
environment from activities in the Area

• Environmental obligations of Contractors



II-A. Process towards the 
approval of the CCZ-EMP

• 2002: Workshop on identification of scientific needs

• 2002-2007: Kaplan Project (2002: 6 ISA contracts)

• 2007: Proposal originated at the Hawaii Workshop

• 2008: Proposal refined by the LTC

• 2010: Workshop to review the proposal in the 
context of an EMP for the CCZ as a whole

• 2011: Plan recommended for approval by the LTC

• 2012: Plan approved by the ISA Council (9 ISA 
contracts)





II-B. Overview of the CCZ-EMP

• Brief introduction to the EMP

• Legal basis for the EMP

• Guiding principles

• Review of the EMP, role of MSR 
and role of contractors

• A strategic environmental 
assessment



• Two contracts for exploration for 
polymetallic sulphides (MAR)

• One contract for exploration for cobalt-
rich ferromanganese crusts (RGR)

III. Contracts on the MAR and in 
the RGR and ISA needs for 
the development of SEMPs







• Gathering available data from as many stakeholders 
as possible : excellent data report

• Establishing a robust scientific case, a first step to 
developing any SEMPs

• A single SEMP or several SEMPs? How to establish a 
network of APEIs? APEIs and buffer zones size and 
locations? Based on which scientific drivers? Based 
on what available data? Identification of gaps and of 
priority for future MSR 

III-A. Scoping Objectives



• Differences with the CCZ-EMP: 

o early stage for contractors but more MSR 
including by Contractors;  

o different resources, size of exploration areas, 
settings and biological characteristics; 

o more activities (fisheries, deep seabed 
exploration for sulphides, MSR, cables, 
shipping); 

o need for coordination of environmental 
measures in an integrated approach.

III-B. Scoping Challenges


