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1. option of the agenda and approval of the minutes of the previous meeting (held on 17 October) 

The agenda and the minutes of the meeting of 17 October proposed by the Commission were adopted without modifications.
2. COM — state of play and report of the meeting on production and marketing plans held on 15 January 2013

The Commission representative, Ch. Rambaud (DG MARE), introduced this item on the reform of the COM with a short description of the current situation of the procedure for adoption of the COM Regulation.  

· Council’s general approach June 2012 

· Vote in first reading by the European Parliament (12/09/2012)

· Adoption of the ?Presidency’s/Chairmanship’s mandate
· Start of the Interinstiutional agreement between the Council, the European Parliament and the Commission on 27/02/2013

A brief list was also drawn up of the main outstanding points of the project.

· Aid for storage:  differences between the EP (favourable), on the one hand, and the Council and the Commission (opposed), on the other hand, concerning the extension of the mechanism to aquaculture.

· Consumer information: differences on the date of catch (Council opposed, PE favourable for date of landing, COM maintains its proposal) on the extension of certain information requirements to processed products (Council and EP opposed, COM maintains its proposal) and voluntary eco-labelling (positions are not defined). 

· It is also to be noted that the  EP wishes to add new compulsory information on the labelling of products (flag country for fishing, water body for aquaculture)

· Delegated acts/implementing acts: legal divergences on this point remain between the Council, the EP and the Commission. In any case, the Commission would avoid recourse to the co-decision procedure, which would take too much time, for the recognition of POs, the content of the production and marketing plans, as well as the definition of marketing standards and the content of information for consumers.

A progress report was then presented on the state of discussions concerning the preparation of future production and marketing plans.

The first fruitful consultations with the sector highlight  support for the new scheme that could be focused on the following action areas:

· Management of the activity of producers

· Marketing strategy

· Governance/steering

· Control

It  was also stressed that the attention of  Member States should be drawn to taking into account the financing of this new tool in the operational programmes by 2013 (for 2014).

The subsequent exchanges highlighted the following points:

· Confirmation of sector support for PP & C (Production Planning and Control).
· Concern about the timetable for adoption of the delegated act relating to  PP & C. At the earliest opportunity, POs wish to present draft PP & Cs to Member States’ administrations according to timeframes that are compatible with the definition of operational programmes for 2014.

· Disagreement with the Commission’s intention to extend the obligation to provide consumer information applicable to fresh produce in order to include processed products

· Desire for consistency between reporting obligations required by the COM regulation and the obligations arising from other cross-cutting Regulations (health, trade, customs, etc.).
3. Trade issues: State of progress on bilateral trade negotiations and future prospects

The Chair (Mr Keller) pointed out that it was essential to have a good forum to discuss the commercial policy aspects and be able to exchange with the Commission representatives.

The Commission representatives (J. Broche, DG Trade and Pawel Swiderek, DG MARE) presented the current situation regarding the different trade negotiations:

a) Free trade agreements

· Canada: negotiations are at a very advanced stage and few issues remain to be addressed, albeit very important (the negotiations are now more political than technical). The fisheries chapter is concluded and will not be reopened. 

· USA: the possibility of launching negotiations is becoming more concrete. There is political support of the MS, and COM will seek a mandate from the Council. COM is optimistic that negotiations will start this year.

· MERCOSUR: Following the EU-Latin America Summit, MERCOSUR is committed to submitting a tender market this year.

· Central America: Interim implementation of the Agreement on 1 June 2013.

· Colombia/Peru: Interim implementation of the Agreement on 1 March 2013 between the EU and Peru. Colombia is lagging behind in the ratification process and will probably join on 1 May 2013.

· Ecuador: Following the presidential election, it appears that President Correa would be rather in favour of a FTA.

· India: Non-fisheries topics, which are important in the negotiation, are currently blocked.

· Singapore: Agreement reached at the end of 2012. Important agreement (question of setting a precedent) in the overall context of ASEAN. Sensitivities of EU industry have been taken into account.

· Malaysia: Negotiations ‘on hold’ due to elections in Malaysia.

· Vietnam: The negotiations are at a preliminary stage. Both parties gave a presentation of the broad lines of negotiation, but without yet going into specific details (including exchanges of tariff offers).

· Thailand: The principle of a negotiation is confirmed, although some institutional steps are still necessary. Given the importance of the fisheries sector, COM invited the participants to contribute as much as possible to the questionnaire                            that will be posted online on the DG Trade website (http://trade.ec.europa.eu/consultations/?consul_id=172).

· Japan: Principle of a negotiation is established. COM now seeks a mandate from the Council (difficult) defining its modalities.

b) Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs)

· West Africa: COM is awaiting the tender contract

· SADC: Market access negotiations with South Africa. The negotiations will accelerate and the next round of negotiations will be held in mid-March. For fisheries, bilateral discussions are taking place with the Namibia (rules of origin). Offensive interests of the EU (salmon).

· EAC: Negotiations are at an advanced stage and should normally be concluded before the summer. Rules of origin represent a vital element for fisheries. Discussions are taking place on exemptions, but this will be part of the package final. Promotion of fisheries agreements with coastal countries.

· ESA: No news on the continuation of discussions on a global EPA, but, at least, the interim EPA is in place.

· Pacific: Discussions are very difficult. Importance of governance.

· “Market Access Regulation”: the Regulation is currently under revision, both to ensure that the EU is consistent with WTO rules and to strongly encourage the ACP countries to reach regional EPAs. Differences between the PE, COM and Council on the entry into force of the Agreement (2016, 2014 and  2014, respectively). The proposal is currently at second reading.

c) Other

· COM asked the participants if they had any information that Ukraine has apparently created problems for EU exporters by introducing a catch certification scheme applied to imports.

d) Question & Answer session

· GSP + and Ecuador (A. Boulova-CEP): at present, Ecuador is GSP +. COM has indicated the probability that Ecuador will loose its GSP status from 1 January 2015 (this will depend on its classification by the World Bank).  COM adopted a Regulation for the gradation of certain Ecuadorean fishery products, which will enter into force on 1 January 2014, unless Ecuador has the status of GSP + (Ecuador must claim this status on the basis of the new Regulation for the period after January 2014). 

· List of GSP beneficiary countries under the new Regulation (A. Boulova, Mr Keller-CEP): COM explained that, no later than 1 January each year, COM will review Annex II (list of beneficiary countries) and adopt delegated acts if there are any modifications. Transitional measures are laid down in Art. 5 of the Regulation.

· FTA with the USA: Timetable and targets (S. O’Donoghue-AEOP): COM said that it was difficult to predict the timetable, but that discussions would begin this year. In terms of the objectives for fishing, there are sensitivities on both sides, but the level of ambition is very high.

· Conclusion of an FTA with Thailand (S. O’Donoghue-AEOP): COM informed that it was very difficult at this stage to know when the negotiations will be completed. 

· Timetable for the Market Access Regulation (A. Boulova-CEP): COM said that there was no other information apart from that already presented. No clear timetable existed for further discussions.

· Conclusion of negotiations with Singapore — negotiations with Vietnam and Thailand — the Philippines (JC. Castro Neila-AIPCE): JC Castro Neila asked the COM if processed tuna had been excluded from the EU-Singapore FTA tender market, and pointed out the importance of the link with the Vietnam-Thailand negotiations, stressing that Thailand was the main exporting country to the EU for canned tuna and that any reduction of tariff would have consequences for the EU industry (reminder of the precedent set by the EU-Korea FTA). Mr Castro Neila also asked whether the Philippines had requested the status of GSP +.

COM reassured Mr Castro Neila, indicating that sensitive fisheries products had been defended in the EU-Singapore FTA market offer and that it was aware of the changes made by Thailand in this respect (for tuna). There was no indication that the Philippines had requested GSP +.

4. European market observatory for fisheries and aquaculture products (EUMOFA)
The Commission described the state of progress on the Market Observatory, which can be summarised as follows:

· Web applications are operational

· The mass of available data continues to rise: weekly results of customs; weekly and monthly data for Italy, and shortly for the United Kingdom and Germany; increase in historical series. 

· As from January 2013, the Observatory will be issuing a monthly bulletin (EU monthly market reports). 

· Forthcoming publications will shortly be posted of case studies, analyses of the marketing chain.

· Expected launch of website to the public: April 2013.

The Commission pointed out that the opinions and comments of stakeholders, notably those of the organisations represented in the FAFA, remain very important for the quality of the project beyond the test phase which is now coming to an end. 

The discussions confirmed the requirement to be very precise on the data sources. The participants were also reminded of the need for good quality information on contract trends for the whole sector. It is necessary to guarantee the credibility of this new tool and the appropriate controls. 

The AIPCE  presented a draft resolution of the FAFA dealing with this subject. Since this resolution is qualified as aggressive and too hasty by several organisations, it will be examined by written procedure.

Without prejudging the follow-up of this approach, the Commission can make some technical remarks on the points raised in the draft resolution tabled by the AIPCE:

· " Market Reports ?cannot be used as a real-time aid to decision making":
The publication of monthly reports aims at providing an overview of the short- and medium- term trends affecting the fisheries and aquaculture sector (macroeconomy and global supply: first sales, focussing every month on a MS and a particular species as well as imports/exports, along with a monthly case study). It is not a real-time online publication. The focus is different and complementary to the Globefish and Intrafish media publications, which in addition are not in the public domain. The EUFOMA market reports exist only in electronic version and are not expected to be available in hard copy. The format is reviewed and is printer friendly.

- "Structural data on imports":

The aggregation of fishery species into Main Commercial Species aims at facilitating the understanding and use of data by the widest public. Since November 2012, correlation tables are available on the EUMOFA webpage dedicated to methodology.

DG TAXUD is now providing weekly prices for a selection of imported products. Some very recent data are available.

- "Structural Data on Consumption":

To our knowledge, EUROSTAT does not currently provide any data series on “apparent consumption”. FAO provides estimates for 2009.

Non-food catches have been excluded in the Supply Balance Sheet estimates provided by EUMOFA.
5. Any Other Business
n.a.
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