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Background 

Council Directive 2006/88/EC
 lists in Part II of its Annex IV several diseases affecting fish, crustaceans and molluscs that were considered by the Council to be of Community interest and fulfilling the criteria laid down in Part I of the same Annex. 
Since the entry into force of that Directive, the list has been amended once, with the removal of SVC
. 
Koi Herpes Virus (KHV), to which Koi and Common carps are susceptible, is listed as a non-exotic disease by Directive 2006/88/EC. KHV was not listed in the previous Directive on aquatic animal health, Council Directive 91/67/EEC
.
The resolution adopted by the Advisory Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture
The Advisory Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture, comprised of representatives of the EU aquaculture industry has issued a resolution (enclosed as an attachment) regarding "KHV and carp breeding in the context of EC Directive 2006/88".
In the resolution, the representatives of the industry requests: 

· To show greater consideration for the special circumstances of extensive nature-oriented fish farming in Directive 2006/88 EC and the ensuing decisions and measures;

· To consider further the issue of protecting carp cultivation from the risk of viral infections that can be transmitted by ornamental fish;

· To examine the measures for combating KHV by applying the best technical means to detect this infection and to develop appropriate protocols for protection;

· To examine and confirm, through application of the best scientific principles and analytical techniques, the true status of KHV presence within Europe;

· To review the position of KHV based on the true status of the virus within Europe, within the Annexes of Directive 2006/88 EC.

In addition, ACFA requests the following actions of the European Commission:

1. To achieve a survey of the status of KHV within the European Member States and proximate countries.

2. To support the appropriate research that would result in the development of a reliable diagnostic test for the KHV virus.
Community Actions 
Firstly, the following must be highlighted:

· Council Directive 2006/88/EC gives the Member States a great amount of flexibility in their implementation. This flexibility is given to allow Member States to consider the specific circumstances of their aquaculture sector when deciding how to implement the provisions of the Directive. 
· There are already measures in place to control the risk of viral infections that can be transmitted by ornamental fish.

· In the framework of the Commission's communication "Building a sustainable future for aquaculture"
 the Commission has committed itself to assess and possibly review the list of important diseases for aquatic animals by 2011. 
Secondly, in relation to the two concrete actions requested in the Resolution, DG SANCO would emphasize the following.

1. To achieve a survey of the status of KHV
Directive 2006/88/EC, which introduces KHV as a listed disease, includes the following provisions relevant for surveying the status of KHV in the Community:

a. Any suspicion of KHV has to be notified to the Competent Authority of the MS and must be investigated.

b. Any confirmation of KHV has to be notified through ADNS.

c. One of the aims of the risk based animal health surveillance scheme which shall be implemented in all aquaculture farms, is to detect any listed diseases, including KHV.

d. MS may establish surveillance and eradication programmes with the aim to demonstrate/achieve disease freedom.

All of the above measures will enable the Member States and the Commission to obtain a better picture of the epidemiological situation of KHV in Europe. However, as the Directive, including the KHV related requirements have only been applicable since 1 August 2008, it is too early to draw any conclusions on the status of the disease in Europe. 

It is premature to envisage any additional surveillance or control measure on KHV until the data collected by MS are assessed. 

2. To support the appropriate research that would result in the development of a reliable diagnostic test for the KHV virus.
DG SANCO will continue cooperating with DG RTD with the aim to include in their research activities topics related to the improvement of diagnostic tests for KHV and tools to control the disease.
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Brussels, 10 November 2009
ACFA RESOLUTION

Regarding Koi Herpes Virosis (KHV) and carp breeding in the context of EC Directive 2006/88
The European carp pond industry is a traditional, sustainable and regionally important system of fish breeding that carries major significance for the protection of nature and species, occupying a position of strategic importance in European aquaculture. The application of Directive 2006/88 EC and the decisions associated with it are causing significant practical obstacles concerning the isolation of diseased fish stocks, the disinfection of farming sites and protection from new infections.
It is considered that the KHV was placed on the list of non-exotic diseases without having enough prior information on the economic consequences of the disease, reliable diagnostic methods, its spread through Europe's pond fish culture and possible vector species.
Extensive studies in Europe have shown that, with regional exceptions, losses due to the epidemic remained marginal in most areas and that, using PCR techniques to monitor the majority of aquaculture farms, did not provide proof of presence of the virus. However, 60-70% of carp stocks in ponds, used for fish culture and natural waters, were found to have KHV antibodies (antigen-antibody test). It could be concluded that common carp are able to develop immunity, given the climatic conditions in central Europe.  

Therefore ACFA requests the Commission

· To show greater consideration for the special circumstances of extensive nature-oriented fish farming in Directive 2006/88 EC and the ensuing decisions and measures;

· To consider further the issue of protecting carp cultivation from the risk of viral infections that can be transmitted by ornamental fish;

· To examine the measures for combating KHV by applying the best technical means to detect this infection and to develop appropriate protocols for protection;

· To examine and confirm, through application of the best scientific principles and analytical techniques, the true status of KHV presence within Europe;

· To review the position of KHV based on the true status of the virus within Europe, within the Annexes of Directive 2006/88 EC.

ACFA considers the present resolution to initiated discussion on the development of a strategy for a better protection and for the preservation of the traditional, natural fish production in ponds. Many issues related to the KHV are scientifically controversial and may vary in the different Member States of the EU. 

ACFA thus requests the following actions of the European Commission:

3. To achieve a survey of the status of KHV within the European Member States and proximate countries.

4. To support the appropriate research that would result in the development of a reliable diagnostic test for the KHV virus.
The completion of these tasks will enable well-founded decisions to be taken rapidly, given the current legislative position and the concomitant effects of KHV on traditional, natural fish production.

� Council Directive 2006/88/EC of 24 October 2006 on animal health requirements for aquaculture animals and products thereof, and on the prevention and control of certain diseases in aquatic animals. 


� Commission Directive 2008/53/EC of 30 April 2008 amending Annex IV to Council Directive 2006/88/EC as regards Spring viraemia of carp (SVC)


� Council Directive 91/67/EEC of 28 January 1991 concerning the animal health conditions governing the placing on the market of aquaculture animals and products OJ L 46, 19.2.91, p. 1.


� Commission Regulation (EC) No 1251/2008 implementing Council Directive 2006/88/EC as regards conditions and certification requirements for the placing on the market and the import into the Community of aquaculture animals and products thereof and laying down a list of vector species


� Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council "Building a sustainable future for aquaculture" � HYPERLINK "http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2009:0162:FIN:EN:PDF" ��http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2009:0162:FIN:EN:PDF� 
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