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How do we know what we know about 
the ocean? What kind of instruments 
are used to collect information at sea 
Where are they deployed?

Where is coastal erosion taking 
place? Does it affect us?

What type of litter can be found in the 
sea? What can we do about it?

Where can I visit an aquarium?

How many tons of fishery products are 
caught by year in my country?

What is the closest river to 
where I live? How far is it? 
How is it linked to the sea?



How good is the water quality at this beach?
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European Marine Observation and Data Network
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What is the European Atlas of the Seas?

• A digital interactive learning tool

• Stunning marine maps and interactive oceanic information covering a 
wide range of popular marine topics

• 285 interactive map layers and possibility to create custom maps 

• All information and maps are easily accessible: no need to create an 
account 

• Maps are available in the 24 official languages of the European Union

• Maps can be quickly printed, shared and embedded in presentations
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What topics are covered in the European Atlas of the Seas?
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Behind the Atlas…

• The European Atlas of the Seas is an initiative of the Directorate 
General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of the European 
Commission

• It is managed by the European Marine Observation and Data Network 
(EMODnet) Secretariat, which is financed by the European Union, 
since 2017. EMODnet is a network of organisations working together 
to observe the sea and to make the marine data collected freely 
available and interoperable. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/maritime-affairs-and-fisheries_en
https://www.emodnet.eu/en


Where does the data come from?

• European Commission, Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries (DG MARE) 

• Other services of the European Commission
• The European Marine Observation and Data Network (EMODnet)
• The European Environmental Agency
• Eurostat
• Copernicus Marine
• Joint Research Centre
• …

www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu

https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/maritime-affairs-and-fisheries_en
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/
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How does it work?
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Developing students’ competences

• Read and understand a map 

• Learn what the components of a map are: title, legend, coordinates…

• Read and understand graphics

• Create a map using different layers

• Measure distances on map

• Learn to search for information online and summarize findings into a 
presentation

• Work in different languages

• ...
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Expanding students’ knowledge

• Geography

• STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics

• Nature conservation

• Environmental issues

• Economy

• Sustainable development

• Civic education

• Languages

• …
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Supporting projects at school

• Sorting waste at school

• Reducing plastics at school

• Sustainable food during lunchtime

• … www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu
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What can we learn from combining layers?
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Ocean Literacy – EU4Ocean Coalition
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Ocean Literacy – EU4Ocean Coalition
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#ExploreYourOcean with the  

@EuropeAtlasSeas

nathalie.van.isacker@emodnet.eu

https://twitter.com/hashtag/ExploreYourOcean?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ExploreYourOcean?src=hashtag_click

