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Importance of Hydrography
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Importance of Hydrography

Almost all applications for the use or the protection of the 

Sea and other waters need hydrographic information.

Hydrography makes the Sea accessible and provides 

at the same time the basis to control the access.

Hydrography is the key to the sea 

and its sustainable use and protection.
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Example maritime spatial planning

Goals of maritime spatial planning

• „Organize, secure and develop“

• Long-time, small-scale arrangement

• Prevention/ solving of conflicts

• Compliance of safety standards

• Protection of marine environment

• Implementation of political targets (e.g. 

renewable energies)

How to reach these targets?

 Holistic approach

 Forward planning

 National and transnational coordination
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German Waters – Responsibilities for MSP
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Data and knowledge base for MSP - Examples
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Fisheries 2016

Zones for offshore wind energy development
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AIS data analysis
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Core Aims of MSP 2021

Vision: Using and preserving the sea in all its diversity
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MSP 2021 – North Sea Map

• Minimizing conflicts by coordinating

human activities and marine  

conservation

• Contributing to sustainable

development with future oriented

planning and the principle of spatial

efficiency

• Strategic environmental assessment: 

No significant impacts of the plan‘s

provisions on the marine 

environment
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MSP 2021 North Sea:

Coordination with neighbouring countries
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Coherence

General 

alignment

Many EU 

Projects, i.e.

NorthSEE



MSP 2021 Baltic Sea:

Coordination with neighbouring countries
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Thank you for your attention!
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