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EMODnet: A key contributor of open, free, and trusted integrated
data and data products providing marine knowledge for key EU 
policies, strategies and initiatives

EMODnet: Providing Open Data, supporting Maritime Spatial 
Planning - New video and dataset | European Marine Observation 
and Data Network (EMODnet) (europa.eu)

https://emodnet.ec.europa.eu/en
/new-catalogue-support-msfd-
joint-copernicus-marine-and-
emodnet-initiative

Birds and Habitats DirectiveMSFDMSPD

e.g., EMODnet Seabed 
Habitats uses Habitats 
Directive Annex I habitat 
types and EUNIS 
classification system; 
supports Member States in 
Habitats Directive Article 
17 reporting; provides 
metadata and links to 
gridded Annex I Habitats 
distribution datasets; 
Marine Protected Area 
methodologies.

https://emodnet.ec.europa.eu/zh-hans/emodnet-maritime-spatial-planning-msp
https://emodnet.ec.europa.eu/en/new-catalogue-support-msfd-joint-copernicus-marine-and-emodnet-initiative
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EMODnet & European Partnerships:

• EMODnet: A key EU long-term marine data 
and knowledge service 

• Working in close cooperation with the 
Copernicus Marine Service 

• Federated infrastructure connecting across 
the marine knowledge value chain: data 
providers, ocean observation networks e.g. 
EuroGOOS, marine research infrastructures, 
marine monitoring, industry, civil society;  
data management initiatives, infrastructures 
& networks at national, regional and 
European levels

• Close interaction with EU projects 

• Close cooperation with Regional Sea 
Conventions 
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EMODnet and Copernicus Marine Service

Copernicus Marine Service (CMEMS) and EMODnet have been 
collaborating at coordination and operational levels for some 
time, as two key, long-term marine data initiatives of the 
European Union.

Regular Coordination meetings
o Strategy and operational dialogue

Joint meetings on topics of interest 
o Coastal Issues
o Marine Data for Aquaculture

EMODnet & Copernicus Marine Service - 5th Coordination 
Meeting | Maritime Forum (europa.eu)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/node/5603
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EMODnet and Copernicus Marine Service

Copernicus Marine Service (CMEMS) and EMODnet have been 
collaborating at coordination and operational levels for some 
time, as two key, long-term marine data initiatives of the 
European Union.

EMODnet Physics – CMEMS: MoU since 2016 

EMODnet Chemistry – CMEMS: MoU since 2019

o Complementary datasets, products and services
o Joint actions on common users/stakeholders
o Mutual provision of data products and services

o exchanging metadata and data
o sharing and enhancing quality controls
o developing joint products

Other thematic dialogues are ongoing and expanding 
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EMODnet and Copernicus Marine Service

A Joint Portfolio for the Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive

Gathering EMODnet & Copernicus marine data 
products in the Baltic sea (released 9 June 2021)

Achieved thanks to fruitful collaboration between 
EC DG Defis, CMEMS, EC DG MARE, EMODnet

Next steps : test the fit – for - MSFD purpose & 
enlarge to all European Seas 

https://emodnet.ec.europa.eu/en/new-catalogue-support-msfd-joint-copernicus-marine-and-emodnet-initiative
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EMODnet and Copernicus Marine Service

Joint Use Cases

Benefits for users:
SOCIB Dapp is a free and open tool for 
operational decision support. Data are 
displayed thanks to Copernicus Marine 
service and EMODnet. This information 
helps to foresee risks (i.e strandings) and 
opportunities (i.e eddies) and reconfigure 
accordingly and in quasi real time existing 
deployments (modifying sampling intervals, 
parking depths, navigation waypoints, etc).
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EMODnet and Copernicus Marine Service

Joint Workshops
Two workshops were jointly organised on “Marine data to

support aquaculture” in regional seas, co-organised by

the European Aquaculture Technology and Innovation

Platform (EATIP), EMODnet, Copernicus Marine Service

and the EC (DG MARE and DG Defis)

o 20-21 October 2020 (for the North Atlantic) and;

o March 25-25 2021 (for the Mediterranean and Black

Seas)

The workshops brought together aquaculture practitioners,

administration/governance at a national level and marine data

service experts to explore opportunities and applications for marine

environmental Open Access Data to support the aquaculture sector.

https://marine.copernicus.eu/events/marine-data-support-aquaculture-north-atlantic
https://marine.copernicus.eu/events/marine-data-support-aquaculture-mediterranean-black-seas
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Copernicus Indicators and the European 
Atlas of the Seas: A tool for wider society 
engagement, powered by EMODnet 

Global Sea level Trend Global Sea Surface Temperature Trend

https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/atlas/maritime_atlas/#lang=EN;p=w;bkgd=1;theme=128:0.8;c=617910.1422549915,6661522.512668013;z=4
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EMODnet and the EU Data Landscape

EMODnet has a number of key partnerships across the EU Data Landscape,
including a long-standing collaboration and MoU with Copernicus Marine
Service, and key operational data flows and co-operations with marine
research infrastructures (see ENVRI community, and more), data
infrastructures e.g. SeaDataNet and e-infrastructures.
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EMODnet and the EU Data Landscape

EMODnet has a number of key partnerships across the EU Data Landscape,
including a long-standing collaboration and MoU with Copernicus Marine
Service, and key operational data flows and co-operations with marine
research infrastructures (see ENVRI community, and more), data
infrastructures e.g. SeaDataNet and e-infrastructures.

Global DAC/INSTAC 

PANGAEA CTDs

Combined (EMODnet Physics)
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EMODnet and Marine Research Infrastructures

EMODnet’s ongoing and expanding co-operations with marine research
infrastructures include coastal ocean observation, multidisciplinary fixed-
point open ocean platforms, Argo floats, research vessels, biological and
biodiversity observations, carbon observations (including at a global level
with SDG 14.3.1), river observations and the land-sea interface.
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EMODnet and Regional Sea Conventions

…….”the collaboration with EMODnet [e.g., MoU with EMODnet Chemistry] has been an effective mechanism for exchange 
of data from the Black Sea pollution database and EMODnet contributed to the 5 years annual report …..state of Marine 
Environment of the Black Sea, one of the most important scientific publications of the Black Sea Commission.”  Iryna 
Makarenko, Black Sea Commission, speaker, EMODnet Open Conference 2021

UNEP-MAP Mediterranean Sea Quality Status Report (QSR) 2023: Initial dialogue with EMODnet Chemistry and the 
EMODnet Secretariat and opportunities for wider thematic input (Meeting, 2 September 2021)
Cluster 1- Pollution and marine litter Ecological Objectives, and common and candidate indicators: EMODnet Chemistry
Cluster 2: Biodiversity and non-indigenous species: EMODnet Biology? & EMODnet Seabed Habitats?
Cluster 3: Coast and Hydrography 2 Ecological Objectives: EMODnet Bathymetry?

Interactions and collaborations on:
• optimising data flows from national efforts into the EU data services
• Raising visibility and providing expert advice on EMODnet data and services, to increase the use and impact of 

EMODnet data and data products in RSC reporting
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EMODnet and EU projects

Expert technical input and advice, infrastructure, data ingestion services
and open access data and data products for web-based open science for
European – funded research and innovation projects, many of which are
international in partnerships e.g. ocean observation, pan-Atlantic research
etc, offering opportunities to strengthen marine research data ingestion
into EMODnet from a wider diversity of data providers including the
international research community, marine and maritime industry and more.

Atlantic REMP: Regional 

Environment Management Plan
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EMODnet and the EU marine knowledge value chain

EMODnet also works closely with other European initiatives to strengthen the
marine data and wider knowledge value chain, including on Joint Programming,
marine science-policy interface and information exchange, knowledge transfer
and communication.
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EMODnet and the EU blue economy

EMODnet works closely with marine and maritime industry in
Europe and beyond, including private sector representatives on
the EMODnet Associated Partnership Scheme, the EC Marine
Knowledge Expert Group, wider European Associations and
European Technology Platforms, and many more, in
collaboration with Copernicus Marine Service for joint use
cases, workshops and more.
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EMODnet and European Ocean Observation



Your gateway to marine data in Europe

emodnet.ec.europa.eu


