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EMFF (2014-2020) / EMFAF (2021-2027)

Total budget: 

€ over 6 

billion

11% Direct 

management (European 

Commission and 

Executive Agencies)

87-89% Shared 

management 

(Member States

Supports the : 

• EU common fisheries policy 

(CFP)

• EU maritime policy

• Maritime spatial planning

• Maritime surveillance

• International Ocean

governance
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What are we 
looking at ?

Blue Labs: 
from research to 

business

Blue Careers

Blue investment
Sustainable

tourism

Marine 
Environment

13,6 M€
TOTAL BUDGET

11M€
EMFF

CONTRIBUTION

20
COUNTRIES

18
PROJECTS

VOCATIONAL

TRAINING

AND HIGHER

EDUCATION





Introduction – Blue Careers in Europe

• DG MARE Innovation in the blue economy Communication 2014

• Skills gap in maritime sectors: 

• Education offer ≠ business needs

• Lack of cooperation between businesses, education and government 

• Changing skills needs & new occupational profiles

• Lack of awareness-poor image of career opportunities



Blue careers - overview
Blue careers 2016 

call for proposals

2017

call for proposals

2018

Call for proposals

Projects: 7 3 8

EU contirbution: €3.27 million €1.47 million €5.6 million

Countries: 12 EU

BG, CY, EL, ES, FR, HR, IT, MT, NL, 

PT, RO ,UK

5 EU 

CY, EL, ES, FR, IT

2 NON-EU

MA, TN

14 EU

IT, FR, 

2 NON EU 

TR, UK

Sectors: Biotechnology

Aquaculture

Shipping

Shipbuilding

Tourism

Nautical charter

Seafarers

Aquaculture

Fisheries

Shipping

Logistics

Fisheries

Water sports and 

tourism



Blue Careers – evolution 

2016 2017 2018

Bringing together education and industry 

Promoting attractiveness of maritime careers

Prior analysis of market needs

All maritime sectors

National or transnational Networks in the Mediterranean, 

incl. non-EU 

Transnational 

(min. 2 MS)

Bottom-up, open Linked to EU seabasin strategies - entrepreneurial skills

- collaboration between industry 

and education

- “skills ecosystems” at sea basin 

level 



2016 Blue careers projects

Project acronym Project title EU 

contribution

Country End date

ASSESS Advanced skills in safety, 

environment and Security at sea

556.499,00 IT 31-01-2019

BBMBC A Blue Biotechnology Master for 

a Blue Career

666.408,00 FR 31-12-2018

BLUE SMART Blue Education for Sustainable 

Management of Aquatic 

Resources

319.593,00 HR 31-12-2018

CETBC Cooperation in Education and 

training for blue careers

541.546,00 NL 31-12-2018

EntrefishSustainable entrepreneurship for 

stronger skills and new 

employment in fishery’s and 

aquaculture’s SMEs

580.000,00 IT 28-02-2019

MENTOR Blue Career Centre of Eastern 

Mediterranean and Black Sea

551.810,00 CY 28-02-2019

PROCREW Professional Crew training For 

Super Yachts

547790,00 MT 30-04-2019



EUR 676 935

01/01/2017 – 31/12/2019

Cooperation in education and 
training for Blue Careers

© 

CETBC

CETBC

EU FUNDING

PROJECT DURATION



Blue education and skills 
in the Med – 2017 call

Project acronym Project title EU contribution Country End date

CMES-WestMed

Common maritime 

education standards in 

the westmed

499.055,00 IT 31-12-2020

DEEP BLUE

DEEP BLUE: 

Developing Education 

and Employment 

Partnerships for a 

Sustainable Blue 

Growth in the Western 

Mediterranean Region

475.678,00 IT 30-06-2021

MedSkippers

MedSkippers: 

Professional skippers in 

the Mediterranean

499.910,00 ES 28-02-2022



Developing Education and 
Employment Partnerships for 
a Sustainable Blue Growth in 
the Western Mediterranean 
Region

EU contribution:
€401,095.00

© Deep Blue

DEEP BLUE

Duration:
01/01/2019 
30/06/2021



Blue Careers in Europe - 2018 call

Project Acronym Project Title Coordinator

EU 

contribution End date

BAPSI
Blue Academy for Professionals of the 

Seafood Industry IT 599.841,14 30-04-2022

CTP

Catching the Potential: Setting the 

Standard for Sustainable Fishing 

Training NL 587.465,95 31-10-2022

MarENet Atlantic Maritime Ecosystem Network ES 694.338,33 31-10-2021

MarLEM
Maritime Logistics Engineering and 

Management PT 648.632,60 30-04-2023

NAUTILUS
Education & Certification Framework for 

Blue Career in Water Sports Tourism EL 771.805,55 31-10-2022

ScienceDIVER
Cross-sectoral skills for the Blue 

Economy labor market EL 847.314,17 31-10-2022

Sea of Experience

Sea of Experience - Establishment of 

Eastern Mediterranean Regional 

Network EL 748.006,00 31-10-2022

TEAMS
Teaching Entrepreneurship Advancing 

the Maritime Sector NL 742.203,00 31-10-2022



EUR 587 465.95

01/11/2019 – 31/10/2022

Catching the Potential

© CTP

CTP

EU FUNDING

PROJECT DURATION



Thank you


