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About FEFANA

https://fefana.org/ 

https://fefana.org/
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Manufacturers, traders and premixers of specialty feed ingredients

Animal productsConsumers

Feed materials 
(basic nutrition)

Compound feed

AnimalsRetailers

Only 3.5% of the volume 
but 10% of the value 

of compound feed

→ Total EU turnover = 
5 billion Euros

Our place in the feed & food chain
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Why feed additives?
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Safety Nutrition Sustainability

Feed preservation 
and hygiene

Essential nutrients 
and optimal 
digestibility

Emission and waste 
reduction 

Protecting 
human and 

animal health

Achieving resource    
efficiency and 

animal welfare

Decreasing 
environmental 

footprint

→ → →



Our Industry is…
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Driven mainly by 
European based  

Companies

Globalised

Addressing societal 
concerns

(e.g. AMR, welfare)

Innovative

High propotion of 
EU based SMEs

Diverse

Approx.50% 
of worldwide 

industry

Solutions 
driven

About 2/3 of 
FEFANA 

members 

→ → →



About FEFANA
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95 Member companies: 
producers, traders, premixers based 

in EU, EFTA, UK 

Feed additives and other feed 
ingredients used for a specific 

function (other than basic nutrition)

Regulatory and enforcement 
activities promoting feed and food 

safety & international collaboration

Represent and promote common 
industry interests, engage with EU 
institutions and stakeholders for a 

fair and competitive market

The EU Association representing the industry of Specialty Feed Ingredients and 
their Mixtures 



Introduction to the feed additives 
legislation



Reg. (EC) No 1831/2003 - Introduction

All animals

pets included!
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Regulation on additives for use in 
animal nutrition

• Basic law setting rules for authorisation and use of 
feed additives (and their premixtures) in EU

• Pre-marketing authorisation => No 
authorisation/no market - Principle of a positive 
list: only what is in the list can be placed on the 
market and can be used as additive in feed under 
conditions clearly established (type of feed, level 
of addition, animals intended to consume the 
feed, etc…)

• Current Register with about 1560 additives



EU Regulations ≈ 10 year turnover
• Better regulation initiative
• Objective: assess if Regulation meets its objectives and the needs of the citizens, 

businesses and public institutions in an efficient manner

Revision of Reg. (EC) 1831/2003
• 2021 - 2022 IA data collection 

• 3-month internet-based public consultation;
• Workshop with Competent Authorities (CAs) and stakeholders;

• Targeted consultations: CAs + stakeholders.

• Drafting & submission of the IA report (EC)

=> In stand-by at the moment!
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Updated Regulation?



Authorisation process in a nutshell



Applicant
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Summary

Authorisation process in a nutshell
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Inclusion in Register of 
Feed Additives

Main players



Some definitions and practical 
aspects



➢ Users = farmers

➢ Can they use feed additives (and premixtures) ‘as such’ at the farm?

• Only if, as ‘feed business operators’, they are compliant with provisions of Annex II of FHR         
(Feed Hygiene Regulation (183/2005 as amended)

• Approved FBO: alpha-number

• Unless they use silage additives / premixtures of silage additives

• To be a ‘Registred FBO’ is sufficient

If not: only feed materials and compound feeds

Users of feed additives
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Art. 5(2) of 183/2005: “for operations including mixing of feed for the exclusive requirements of their 
own holdings when using additives or premixtures of additives with the exception of silage additives, 
feed business operators shall comply with the provisions in Annex II, where relevant for the operations 

carried out.”



Labelling of feed additives and premixtures

Article 16

Not compound feed and feed materials 
(Regulation (EC) No 767/2009, as amended)

+ amendments on labelling of preparations and

premixtures containing them

(Regulation (EU) No 2015/327)

Labels 
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Ensure a high level of protection of the whole chain

Scope 
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Definitions

Article 2

‘Feed additives’: Substances, micro-organisms or preparations, other than feed material and 
premixtures, which are intentionally added to feed or water in order to perform, in particular, 
one or more of the functions mentioned in Article 5(3)
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Substances
(usually a chemical)

Active substance
encapsulated in a beadlet
But also ‘simple’ mixtures

+ ingredients

Micro-organisms
(Preparations of organism(s))

Preparations



Feed additives are a type of feed

Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 (GFL) laying down the general principles and requirements of food 
law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food 
safety (as amended)

‘feed’ (or ‘feedingstuff’): any substance or product, including additives, 
whether processed, partially processed or unprocessed, intended to be used for 
oral feeding to animals

 

 

 All feed additives are feed, but all feeds are not feed additives
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Feed additives →

Feed, water, animal → 

Performance, animal welfare, food quality,
nutritional needs, appearance feed, 

environment, etc. → 

Functions/efficacy of feed additives
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Functions of feed additives (a)

Article 5(3)

• (a) favourably affect the characteristics of feed

Preservatives

Flavourings

Antioxidants

20



Functions of feed additives (b, c)

Article 5(3)

• (b) favourably affect the characteristics of animal products

• (c) favourably affect the colour of ornamental fish and birds

Carotenoids
Other 

colourants
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Functions of feed additives (d)

Article 5(3)

• (d) satisfy the nutritional needs of animals

Vitamins

Trace 
minerals

Amino-acids
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Functions of feed additives (e)

Article 5(3)

• (e) favourably affect the environmental consequences of animal production

Phytases

Urine pH
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Functions of feed additives (f)

Article 5(3)

• (f) favourably affect animal production, performance or welfare, particularly by 
affecting the gastro-intestinal flora or digestibility of feedingstuffs

Probiotics

Organic 
acids

Enzymes
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Functions of feed additives (g)

Article 5(3)

• (g) have a coccidiostatic or histomonostatic effect

Coccidiostats

Histomonostats
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Categories and functional groups
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Definition of categories

Article 6

1. Technological additives: any substance added to feed for a technological 
purpose

2. Sensory additives: any substance, the addition of which to feed improves or 
changes the organoleptic properties of the feed, or the visual characteristics of 
the food derived from animals

3. Nutritional additives

4. Zootechnical additives: any additive used to affect favourably the 
performance of animals in good health or used to affect favourably the 
environment

5. Coccidiostats and histomonostats
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Preservatives, Antioxidants, Emulsifiers, Stabilisers, Thickeners, Gelling agents, 
Binders, Substances for control of radionucleides, Anticaking agents, 

Acidity regulators, Silage additives, Denaturants, Mycotoxin 
contamination reducers

Colourants, Flavouring compounds

Vitamins and vitamin-like Trace elements 
Amino acids, Urea and derivatives

Digestibility enhancers, Gut flora stabilisers 
Substances which favourably affect the environment

Other zootechnical additives

Substances intended to kill or inhibit 
protozoa



Types of authorisations



Non-holder specific additives

➢ FBO should ensure compliance of the composition/identity of their 
product with the feed additive authorisation (+ all aspects of the 
FHR)
• Quality control is the responsibility of the placer on the market 

➢ Applicants?
• Single companies
• Two or more companies
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FEFANA authorisation consortia are typical examples 
of multi-applicants applications



Holder specific additives 

➢ Categories 4 and 5, and 1, 2, and 3 in case of GM

➢ Only the applicant(s)/authorisation holder can place the additive on 
the market (+ their customers/representatives)

➢ Applicants?

• Single companies (most applications)

• Two or more companies

• Each participant receives a holder specific authorisation for the same product
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Non-holder vs holder specific additives
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Fermentation products / Micro-organisms



‘Following the provisions of Art. 14 of Reg. (EC) No 1831/2003, 
an application, in accordance with Article 7, has been submitted’

Renewal ongoing, additive remains authorised until 
assessment is finished and decision is taken
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Additives after 10 years…

➢ No application for renewal of authorisation submitted one year 
before expiry date

➢ Authorisation will expire at expiry date



Feed additives Register



➢ The Register has only informative purposes and does not replace Community legal 
acts concerning the authorisation of each additive entered in the Register

➢ The legal acts are the only legal basis for the placing on the market and use of the 
additives

 

34

EU register of Feed Additives



THANK YOU!
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