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• In the mission letter of Commissioner Kadis

• Call for Evidence “need for a single reference framework for all ocean-
related policies – both within the Commission and vis-a-vis stakeholders” 
“Healthy ocean, boost competitiveness, consolidate marine knowledge” 
closed on 17/2 – more than 900 contributions 

• Will announce an EU Ocean Research and Innovation strategy (in the 
letter)

• 21/2 High-Level Fisheries and Ocean Dialogue

• 3-7 March: Ocean Days

• 21-23 May European Maritime Days in Cork 

Ocean Pact
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Policies 

Businesses – Blue Economy sectors

Models 

Science

Knowledge – Information

Data products, data services

Data 

Ocean Observation

The Marine Knowledge Value Chain in the Ocean Pact – Ocean Observation
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Agenda



Update on the tenders:
IT platform

Coordination and synergies in OO

DG MARE

Third MSEG on OO meeting Brussels , April 7th 2025
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• Will support the MS by providing the platform for the uploading of ocean observation 
campaign plans and their subsequent visualisation, processing and extraction

• Publication 20/01/2025 – Closing: 03/03/2025
• 1,500.00 kEur, 24 months
• Present status: eleven proposals are now under evaluation;
• Contract signature and KO not expected before Autumn 2025

o Tasks 1 and 2: Build, test and maintain the submission module;

o Task 3: Post-processing of reported data;

o Tasks 4 and 5: Build, test and maintain the extraction module;

o Task 6: Organization of on-line workshop or a WG for feedback collection;

o Task 7: Ensuring performance and transferability of the digital platform

Tender for the Development of a Digital 
Platform for Ocean Observation 
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• Will support the work of the Group

• Publication 27/3/2025 – Closing: 2/6/2025

• 433 kEur 30 months

• Task 1: Providing structured overviews of the EU Ocean Observation system

• Task 2: Develop two use cases on how plans for Ocean Observation are approved 
(Permitting and licensing for coastal or offshore activities in the EU - Research campaigns 
in the context of UNCLOS )

• Task 3: Methodologies for potential collaborations and synergies

• Task 4: Potential obstacles - Updated approach

• Task 5: Workshops, Communication, Dissemination

Tender on Coordination and synergies in OO 

By endorsement by the stakeholder community, 
notably in the workshops and meetings of the EU 
Member States Expert Group (Task 5), we mean 
that documents to
be endorsed shall be presented to them, comments 
shall be collected, to the possible extent taken into 
account in a revised version
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• Guidance of BSH (Central Marine Authority in Germany) for 
investigations of environmental impacts of offshore energy farms 
(parameters sampled and analysed for the description of the seabed 
properties and biological components at the seabed and within the water 
column);

• A compilation of German  MSFD secretariat on the parameters reported 
to the EC;

• Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) - Essential Climate Variables 
for Germany (Atmo-Ocean-Land observations)

Germany was not able to attend today, but they are happy to provide and 
update, present and discuss these documents during the next meeting

Documents shared by Germany

https://eceuropaeu.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/teams/GRP-PRO-MARE-MaritimeAffairs/Knowledge%20and%20research/01.%20Marine%20observation%20and%20data/01.01.%20Ocean%20observation/expert_group/20250407_meeting/WorkingMaterial/DE/StUK4_2013_EN.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=IZZU6r
https://eceuropaeu.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/teams/GRP-PRO-MARE-MaritimeAffairs/Knowledge%20and%20research/01.%20Marine%20observation%20and%20data/01.01.%20Ocean%20observation/expert_group/20250407_meeting/WorkingMaterial/DE/StUK4_2013_EN.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=IZZU6r
https://eceuropaeu.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/teams/GRP-PRO-MARE-MaritimeAffairs/Knowledge%20and%20research/01.%20Marine%20observation%20and%20data/01.01.%20Ocean%20observation/expert_group/20250407_meeting/WorkingMaterial/DE/2025-01-23%20DEU%20List%20of%20MSFD%20Parameters.xlsx?d=w4275cb740e6141e080d52820543b094c&csf=1&web=1&e=aYfNCZ
https://gcos.dwd.de/DWD-GCOS/EN/nationalcontributions/observations/germany/ecv_uebersicht_deutschland.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=6
https://gcos.dwd.de/DWD-GCOS/EN/nationalcontributions/observations/germany/ecv_uebersicht_deutschland.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=6


Simplified national charts and Best Practices 
for the future

DG MARE

Third MSEG on OO meeting Brussels , April 7th 2025
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As a reminder from the last meeting

• During the second meeting in Tallin Germany and Greece
presented the National Charts on Ocean Observing and
Monitoring of their respective countries;

• This is a joint activity with JPI(*) Oceans in the framework of EOOS
(European Ocean Observation System);

• The incomplete knowledge of national ocean observing setups and
general organization is identified to be one of the most relevant
obstacles for coordination efficiency, streamlining efforts and
abatement of deficiencies in Ocean Observations

*JPI Oceans is a pan-European platform aiming to increase efficiency and impact of research and 
innovation for sustainably healthy and productive seas and oceans. Our member states’ national 
strategies and priorities are the main building blocks for a joint Strategy Framework to address 
marine and maritime issues.

https://jpi-oceans.eu/en/who-we-are
https://jpi-oceans.eu/en/how-we-operate
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As a reminder from the last meeting
• The National Charts:

• Are meant to integrate national responsibilities and 
workflows for Essential Ocean Variables (EOV) 
measurements into a structured mapping concept at the 
country level;

• Aim to provide a basis to improve coordination, identify gaps, 
learn from other countries, and implement best practice 
approaches into national systems by recognizing synergy 
potential in ocean observing.
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As a reminder from the last meeting

• We don’t want to re-invent the wheel;

• The outcome of this activity can be a useful basis to 
start a mapping exercise of the Ocean Observation 
Landscape at the Expert Group level;

• Germany National Chart

• Greece National Chart

https://www.figma.com/proto/CLCGCikLWquUphYmpCvCX5/EOOS-Charts?node-id=513-1754&node-type=frame&t=uduz0igNysaVnGYL-1&scaling=min-zoom&content-scaling=fixed&page-id=513%3A1528&starting-point-node-id=513%3A1754
https://www.figma.com/proto/CLCGCikLWquUphYmpCvCX5/EOOS-Charts?node-id=523-78292&node-type=frame&t=lZutzgoYtqG2xzZP-0&scaling=min-zoom&content-scaling=fixed&page-id=523%3A78111
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As a start….

• Upon Agreement of the MSEG, we propose a simplified 
excel file in order to start to collect the information at MS 
level on:

• LEVEL 1: Political Responsibility (who are the 
Institutions/Organizations in charge);

• LEVEL 2: Legal frameworks, strategies and programs (EU and 
National legislations and funding) 

• Simplified National Charts

https://eceuropaeu.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/teams/GRP-PRO-MARE-MaritimeAffairs/Knowledge%20and%20research/01.%20Marine%20observation%20and%20data/01.01.%20Ocean%20observation/expert_group/20250407_meeting/WorkingMaterial/MARE/Level1_Level2_file.xlsx?d=w5472c2b06da1478a9c32d699f061e7d3&csf=1&web=1&e=9Ip2ar
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Emerging outcomes
Starting from the meetings we have had so far, a general overview of the 
organization, coordination, gaps and needs of the present state of play 
is emerging

Come of the messages to smooth the landscape and optimize Ocean 
Observation 

• Need to have a clear view of the structure of OO in each country 
(responsibilities, purposes, legal frameworks, funding, etc..)

• Need for sharing assets and information (a common dashboard/platform to 
share calendars and general information on the future campaigns)

• Need for interfacing different levels of purpose of the campaigns (mainly 
interconnection between statutory and research)

• Need of harmonization practices and guidleines
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In the view of all this…

Would it be desirable for the group if the Commission 
started to develop a short document on examples of 
coordination of ocean observation at national level 

from what was presented and shared so far?
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Coordination and synergies

How to interact with the stakeholder’s 
community 

Member States Expert Group on Ocean Observation
7/4/2025

DG MARE 
Unit A1 Maritime innovation, Marine Knowledge and Investment
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Stakeholders

Member States Expert 
Group on Ocean 

Observation advising 
on the development 

of the platform
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National

Discussion started at the 
first meeting

Regional

OSPAR (Joint Monitoring 
Programmes)

ICES Joint monitoring,

HELCOM,

UNEP-MAP, Black Sea 
Convention

Stakeholder’s communities
European
EMB
EUROGOOS
EUROCEAN
EOOS
MBON
JPI Oceans
Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership
…

International 
GOOS
…
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• Are you aware of examples of functioning in other contexts
(the Meteorology context is clearer because there is one clear goal)?

• Do you have recommendations on how to interact with the entities 
representing OO stakeholders ?

• Do you have advice on how we could better structure / simplify this 
landscape and what should be the role of the Commission in this ?  

Discussion



GOOS

OEVs: Ocean Essential Variables
…

GOOS focal points



2030 Strategy



Oceanops



EU 
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The Marine Research Infra Landscape after AMRIT

Oceanographic ships

Coastal observation

Marine autonomous
systems

Chemistry, physics of 
seafloor and water 
column

Biology
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• Basis are Member States

• Have their own financial resources  programme 
work and studies (e.g on Blue Carbon)

• Coordination of Ocean Observation is one of their 
Topic

• Invite next time to present their country fiche ? 

JPI Ocean

15 Member countries + 5 pending



European Marine Board - EMB







EOOS

GOOs National Focal Points
EuroGOOS
EuroFleet
EuroArgo

…
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EUROSEA project H2020
2019-2023

12,2 MEur EU funding
56 Partners
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• Are you aware of examples of functioning in other contexts
(the Meteorology context is clearer because there is one clear goal)

• Do you have recommendations on how to interact with the entities 
representing OO stakeholders

• Do you have advice on how we could better structure / simplify this 
landscape and what should be the role of the Commission in this ?  

Discussion



33

Next Meeting

• Meeting potentially late September/October 2025?

• Any needs or specific topics of discussion? 

• Is it OK to fix the next meeting as a deadline for the initial collection 
of Level1 and Level 2 information (if we agree to go on)?

• Common EC space to share files and working documents

• Is it fine with MSs?

• MSs to provide a list of the people to be included (preferentially 
operational people)
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