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The EU algae initiative was announced 
mid-November 2022



Problems Objectives Action areas

The EU Algae Initiative – How did we get there?

- High production 
costs

- Low-scale
production

- Limited knowledge
of risks and 
environmental
impacts of algae
cultivation

- Fragmented
governance
framework

1. The improvement of 
governance framework
and legislation

2. Supporting the 
improvement of 
business environment

3. Closing knowledge, 
data, technological and 
innovation gaps

4. Increasing social 
awareness and 
acceptance

Unlocking EU algae
potential:

- Increasing sustainable 
production, safe 
consumption and 
innovative use of algae 
products

- Upscaling regenerative 
algae cultivation 

- Developing and 
mainstreaming the 
markets for food and 
non-food algae 



Synergies with other EU 
initiatives



• Algae testing and extraction as well as algae biofuel standards (ENER)

• Algae-based materials in fertilising products (GROW)

• Use of nutrients and CO2 for microalgae cultivation and certification (AGRI)

• Iodine and contaminants in algae (SANTE, EFSA)

• Algae biofuel-specific technological and systemic challenges, processing and 
cultivation systems development (RTD)

• Harmonize algae-related data (JRC, ESTAT)

The EU Algae Initiative – a cross-DG initiative



Action 9:  Funding pilot project’s to support reorientation of 
fishers’ careers to regenerative ocean farming

EMFAF Flagship for Baltic Sea:
• €600.000
• Application phase closed on 

31/01/2023
• One excellent proposal received

Horizon Europe call on regenerative 
ocean farming:
• €3.000.000
• Application phase closed on 

27/09/2022
• 3 proposals received



• Commission is coordinating the 
implementation of the 23 actions with 
MS, the industry (notably via the 
EU4Algae forum) and other relevant 
stakeholders (external as well as 
internal).

• Awareness & communication: 1st EU 
Algae Awareness Summit, - Maison de 
l’Ocean -5-7 October 2023, Paris - To 
inspire MS for change by sharing good 
practices and success stories

Next Steps
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