Contribution by marine users
 to the hearing 
with the Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries

Ms Damanaki

European Anglers Alliance, EAA

Founded in 1994; EAA have as members 13 member organisations - and two applicants for membership - in 14 European countries with some 3 mill affiliated members. Europe has 25 million recreational anglers; 8-10 million go sea angling.

European Boating Association, EBA
Founded in 1982; EBU counts over 30 national federations in its membership which together represent the interests of more than 20 million active participants.

European Underwater Federation, EUF

Founded in 1991; EUF is an open platform comprising the recreational diver training organisations and federations operating within the EU. EUF was set up in order to give Europe’s divers and instructors a European representation. Its membership echoes both the club and commercial sectors of Europe’s diving industry with a membership of over 30 organisations representing more than 3 million active participants.
Leisure is pleasure, health and fun for the participants and support business with billions of euro
We have noted that the underlying principles of an IMP are based on a vision of economic expansion in a sustainable manner and are anchored in the Lisbon Strategy, stimulating growth and the creation of more and better jobs. Our activities all fit very well that scope and need to be given appropriate recognition in the development of the Integrated Maritime Policy.
Recreational angling represents a socio-economic value of > 25 billion euros annually. Sea angling counts for 8-10 billion euros
 .
Recreational boating: It is estimated that there are 6.3 million boats in Europe involving some 20 million boat users across the continent. In addition, 60% of boat users live within 15 km of navigable water of some sort or another. The recreational marine industry makes a significant contribution to the economy comprising some 37000 businesses employing at least 272000 direct employees generating in the region of €23.4 billion in revenue. Recreational boating represents particularly high value tourism for the lowest environmental impact. In real terms it is estimated that every time a recreational cruising boat stops, it spends €150 into the local economy which supports the diverse small and medium enterprises that support the boating industry.
Diving: As most divers travel to engage in their activity, using both holiday opportunities and weekends, they also represent an important economic factor, in travel, accommodation, use of own and hired vessels, compressor stations, equipment purchase, etc. It is estimated these touristic activities generate a market of at least 1.4 billion euros annually. 
Tourism

Close to half of the EU’s population live within 50 km of the coast, yet the GDP per capita in many of these regions is still only about 75% of the EU average.
All three leisure activities have a notable tourism component in them. Tourism is a strategically important sector for any economy and within the EU, coastal and marine tourism is Europe’s biggest sea related industry representing more than 10 per cent of GDP and employment. It is estimated that the spending power of recreational boaters is 45% more than those who simply visit the coast. Studies show the same surplus pattern for angling and diving tourists.
There is a trend in the changing, or rather, diversified way that coastal tourism is developing, from the traditional ‘sea and sun’ concept, to other more demanding and varied types of nautical recreation which includes our recreational activities and the facilities needed to support them.

The IMP must recognise that the development of coastal and marine tourism is a source of income and jobs that the Community has to actively maintain and develop. Coastal and marine tourism, particularly the economics of the recreational sector, is an increasingly important economic sector in its own right and is a significant contributor to many EU member states’ GDP. Well-regulated – but not over-regulated – coastal and marine tourism is a major contributor to the EU economy as a whole and to coastal and island areas in particular.

Marine users care about the environment, resource management and legislation
The millions of users – be it anglers, boaters or divers - is a powerful force of volunteers.
For angling this might be most obvious for the freshwater habitats where anglers often are known as the community’s’ “eyes and ears” the first ones to push the alarm bell if something is wrong. Anglers very often take part in conservation and restoration projects at both the planning stage as well as when the time comes to take the booth on and get things done. At sea many fish tagging programmes wouldn’t be affordable without the anglers’ engagement. EAA is represented on all 7 RACs and sits five of the Executive Committees. EAA is active on a number of other permanent or add-hoc advisory bodies and platforms. EAA helped develop the EIFAC Code of Practice for Recreational Fisheries (2008), which we hope the Commission will take notice of and promote towards the Member States
 as an addition or equivalent to the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible [commercial] Fisheries 
.
Recreational boating gives society the following sustainable benefits:

· A communication infrastructure.

· A catalytic focus for business regeneration.

· The possibility of visiting many interesting cultural destinations in ways that reduce the pressures on the transport infrastructure.

· Add interest to any waterway and coastal scene by animating them. 

· Access to sites not readily accessible by other forms of transport.

Furthermore, recreational vessels used in Europe are almost exclusively built by European industry.

Whilst diving is important as a recreational activity it also has a unique role as the underwater witness to the state of the seas around Europe. 3 million divers represent a not insignificant scientific tool. Besides divers’ interest in matters directly related to recreational diving, pursuance of our sport often involves other activities. An example of this is the dependence of recreational divers on surface craft as a means of transport to and from dive sites. Here our interests cover the following areas of usage:

· Small boats owned and operated by individual divers, instructors or schools.

· Small boats owned and operated by groups of divers (Clubs).

· Day boats hired by divers, instructors or schools.

· Live on board vessels chartered by divers, instructors or schools.

· Vessels operated by dive schools.

· Recompression facilities used for training or therapeutic treatment of divers.

EUF would wish to be consulted and involved in the drafting of regulation or legislation covering the operation of such craft, including licensing and inspection of the craft and ancillary equipment, and competence of the operator, especially in areas specific to diving operations.
Today there is no such thing as a “European Marine Leisure Platform” or a “Marine Leisure Cluster”

– but there ought to be

In its CFP reform response of 31 December
 EAA suggests that “ACFA needs to broaden its representation to be able to provide all the important information and advice for today’s decision makers and managers. They need this data to be in a position to decide and act wisely in fisheries management issues and other marine and maritime issues of importance. A recreational fisheries working group on ACFA will provide a much needed and useful European platform for recreational fisheries and dependant business such as the tackle trade, boating and tourism.” Both EBA and EUF support the idea and would be happy to participate in the formation of such a European Recreational Marine platform.
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EAA and EFTTA office in Brussels / contact: Jan Kappel

Rue du Luxembourg 47, 1050 Brussels, Belgium

Tel. +32 (0)2286 5956 / Fax. +32 (0)2286 5958

www.eaa-europe.eu
email@eaa-europe.eu
� “Users” is not our preferred term but the one we were told to operate under with regard to this input. “Shipping” is as much a marine user as is recreational boating but shipping is not included this response. We would prefer the term “recreational” for our activities or “leisure”. An example of an all inclusive approach is the Irish Marine Institute in its “National Survey of Water-based Leisure Activities in Ireland” (2005). � HYPERLINK "http://www.marine.ie/home/aboutus/newsroom/PressReleaseArchive/2005/Pressreleasewaterbasedeconomy.htm" ��http://www.marine.ie/home/aboutus/newsroom/PressReleaseArchive/2005/Pressreleasewaterbasedeconomy.htm�


In that report 18 water leisure activities are covered under four broad headings:


Angling, Sailing/Boating, Seaside/Resort/Trips, Water-sports


� These figures are based on various European national socio-economic studies. A selection of studies here:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.eaa-europe.eu/index.php?id=19" ��http://www.eaa-europe.eu/index.php?id=19�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/docrep/012/i0363e/i0363e00.htm" �http://www.fao.org/docrep/012/i0363e/i0363e00.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/v9878e/v9878e00.HTM" ��http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/v9878e/v9878e00.HTM�


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/reform/docs/eaa_en.pdf" ��http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/reform/docs/eaa_en.pdf�





