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1. 
Adoption of the agenda and approval of the summary records of the previous meetings
The agenda was adopted and the summary records of the previous meetings were approved. 

2.
Reform of CFP – state of play- discussion with Commission services A2

-MSY
The representative of the Commission replied that MSY needs to be perceived as a limit point and not as a target level. It was also pointed out the consensus about the benefits of this approach in the long term for fishermen and consumers. In addition the Commission expressed his awareness about the market issues that MSY may entail.

The industry was in favour of taking MSY as a target level by setting it as an average through successive years. They also expressed their concern in regard with the lack of data for certain stocks and the complexity in mixed fisheries.

-DISCARDS

The Commission envisaged regionalization as a valuable approach to set technical measures that might contribute to alleviate the by catches issue.

The industry acknowledged the importance of scientific means to reduce by catches and supported a variable regime on discards depending on the particularities of the fish species. They also highlight the necessity to apply as well this regulation to imports in the EU market. Moreover it was recalled the importance of a responsible use of fish products by all the actors involved in the food chain

-TRANSFERABLE FISHING CONCESSIONS
The industry alerted that the TFC may entail harmful consequences for the small and medium scale fisheries as the market tends to benefit strong actors. NGOs did not think that TFC is an appropriate instrument to reduce capacity and they pleaded to allocate rights to those actors that fish in a sustainable way.

The Commission responded by referring to TFC as just one of the several tools envisaged to reduce overcapacity. It was also stated that a common set of principles are envisaged to guide the way MS allocate the rights.
3.   
Have Eu measures contributed to adapting the capacity of the fishing fleets to available fishing opportunities? Special report form Court of Auditors No 12/2011
It was recalled that measures in order to reduce overcapacity need still to be enhanced. In order to achieve this purpose, it is essential to set up a unique concept of overcapacity. The industry found that the report did not assess completely the existent level of overcapacity. It was also reminded that technical capacity should not be the only factor in order to determine the existence of overcapacity. 
4.   
Long Term Management Plan for mixed fisheries (Celtic Sea) C2
The representative of the Commission envisaged two lines of work with different RACs and stated that the scope and impact assessment are currently taking place. 
5. 
FAO COFI- presentation by FAO representative Mrs Lena Westlund
During the presentation it was pointed out the significance contribution of small scale fisheries (SSF) in regard with food security and poverty alleviation. Although there has been some development, the recognition of its socioeconomic importance needs still to be fostered. The representative of the FAO enumerated some steps to be taken, such as bringing responsible fisheries and socioeconomic development together or creating awareness of the existing initiatives to support small scale fisheries. Lastly, it was suggested to EU stakeholders to determine if the SSF guidelines might also be relevant for EU SSF structures.
The Commission's intervention pointed out their will to include artisanal fisheries in the new reform of the CFP in order to set up the main lines about how to obtain the highest profit from artisanal fisheries. The main ideas of the guidelines are supported by the Commission although there are some issues concerning artisanal fisheries, such as infrastructures, healthy conditions or means of production, which may differ from developed to developing countries. 

Interventions from the meeting followed:

- Complexities to define what fall under the concept of artisanal fisheries and what criteria should be taken into account to define it.

-Suggestion to include commitment to the environment or respect to social dialogue as part of the SSF guidelines 
6.
FAO- technical consultation on flag state performance 

FAO is presently working on some criteria to correct flag state performance. The main obstacles they are facing are:


- Definition of the geographic scope of these criteria, particularly in regard with third state waters and the own waters concerning migratory species.


- Which authority shall apply the criteria and assess the performance of third countries


- Lack of consensus about the kind of measures to be adopted. 


The Commission stated that the reform of the external dimension of the CFP has led to a debate about adopting more rigid conditions concerning reflagging. This might entail the creation of a list of countries where EU vessels would not be allowed to register. 
7. 
EC priorities for fisheries for Rio + 20 B1

The Commission underlined that the conference will be focused on green economy and institutional framework for a sustainable development. Although fisheries represent just a minor part of this conference, four priorities have been envisaged for this conference:

- Integrated maritime policy


- IUU


- Protection of biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction


- Sustainable fisheries


The interventions showed their interest about the following issues:


- Which position is going to be held by the EU in regard with sustainable fisheries since this matter is still being discussed under the umbrella of the reform of the CFP.

- The necessity to have a global agreement about biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction


- The potential inclusion of SSF in the texts of the drafts
8. 
Other business

The Chairman closed the meeting.






















