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Why an EU Strategy for the Baltic
Sea Region?

 Requested by the European Council in 2007

 With 8 Member States around the Baltic, the EU
has a responsibility, and a unigue opportunity, to
take lead

e Financial and economic crisis
 New ways of cooperation
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The approach

* An integrated approach:
Environment, Economy, Accessibility, Safety

A rolling Action Plan:
15 Priority Areas, 90 Flagship Projects

Alignment of funding
Integrated Maritime Policy

o Simple implementation system: better use of
existing institutions, funding, and legislation
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Added value of an EU Strategy

* |t can mobilise projects across borders and
sectors

e It can serve as a catalyst for strengthening
cooperation mechanisms within Member States
and among countries in a Region

« By involving all relevant policy areas and
countries, it can promote balanced regional
development

It can contribute to channel existing funding
Instruments so their potential can be fully utilised
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Examples of flagship projects

 Remove phosphates in detergents

« A fund for innovation and research

 Promote environmental technologies

« Create marine protected areas

e Connect the Baltic States to the
energy networks

e Improve transport infrastructures

e Establish joint curricula in universities

 Better cooperation in case of marine
pollution
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The road ahead

 Kick-off meetings and early results

 High Level Group and updates of the
Action Plan

e Annual Forum
e Political review
* New Macro Regions?
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Thank you for your attention!

U Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region: an integrated framework to
address the challenges and opportunities of the Baltic Sea Region
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Important legal notice
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EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region

£l Strategy foc Batic Sea The Eurapean Commission is preparing an EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region on the request of the European Coundil. The aim of

the Strategy will be to coordinate the efforts of various actors in the Region (Member States, regions, financing institutions, the
EU, pan-Baltic organisations, non-governments| bodies etc.) so that by working together they would promote a more balanced
development of the Region.

EU Territorial Co- - After the 2004 enlargement, the patential and the challenges of the Baltic Sea Region have attracted more attention. There are wide L
operation differences in economic development between the EU Member States. The whole region is also facing major challenges lice the

demographic change: and the pollution of the Sea. The common problems of the Region call for cooperation of the: whole Region.

The Strategy will aim at four main objectives:

ic Sea Region © improve the environmental state of the Baltic Sea Region and especially of the Sea;
Statagy miailbe hns 1. toimprove th tal state of the Baltic Sea Real d especially of the Sea;
een apened. Your 2. to make the Baltic Sea Region a more prosperous place by supporting balanced economic development across the Region;
contribution is
welcor | 3. tomake the Baltic Sea Region & more accessible and attractive place for both its inhabitants, for competent labour force snd

= for tourists;
Consultation on the EU |
Strategy for the Baltic 4. to make the Baltic Sea Region a safer and more secure place.
Sea Region
The European Commission, with Directorate General Regional Policy leading the work, will adopt a Communication together with an
indicative Action Plan on the Strategy on 10 June 2009. The Strategy will then be discussed during the Swedish Presidency of the EU
(second half of 2009).

The Strategy will be presented to the European Council in June 2003 and be one of the main priorities of the Swedish EU Presidency
during the second half of 2000,

Several and ragrammes are co-financed from the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF) in the Baltic Sea Region in the period 2007-2013. v
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http://ec.europa.eu/reqgional policy/cooperation/baltic/index en.htm




