
seabed mining 
consultation and study 



If seabed mining 
becomes legally, 

technologically and 
economically feasible, I 
believe we should ask 

ourselves how involved 
Europe should be 

Maria Damanaki, European Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries 



mining consultation 
to be 

completed 16 
June 

study to 
finish  

28 
August 

aggregates yes 

shallow-water mining yes 

polymetallic sulphides yes yes 

manganese nodules yes yes 

cobalt-rich crusts yes yes 





main interest 





study interim report 

• technology analysis  

• legal analysis  

• environmental analysis 
 



technology analysis 



legal analysis 



better or worse than fishing? 



better or worse than terrestrial mining? 





study deadlines 

ANALYSIS DEADLINE 

technology  revised draft  28 June 

economic  draft 28 June 

legal  revised draft  28 June 

geological  draft  28 June 

project  draft  28 June 

environmental  revised draft  28 June 





timetable 

event deadline 

consultation checked with respondents  June 2014 

consultation results on-line  June 2014 

final report study 28 August 2014 

draft consultation feedback September 2014 




