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Setting sails
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Which is the most northern event organised? In which country can you 

find it? On which Gulf Coast is it located?
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Event: Innovation Platform “Sustainable Subsea

Solutions” – towards a responsible utilization of

our oceans

Country: Finland

Gulf Coast: Gulf of Finland



Travel to the most eastern event location north of the Black Sea. In which 

country can you find it? What are the titles of these events?
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Events:‘Sharing a sustainable future: the

Economics behind the Ukrainian Maritime Cluster

and ‘XI International Black Sea Regatta “Rotary

Sails”

Country: Ukraine



Look for an event organised on an island in the Mediterranean Sea that is 

starting on 17/06/21. Which country have you travelled to?
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Event: European Maritime Day in Larnaca,

Country: Cyprus



Now we will travel the Mediterranean Sea towards the Strait of Gibraltar 

at nearly the same latitude
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Activate the ‘Measures tool’ in the Atlas’ Menu and use this tool to check 

the event’s coordinates
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Activate the ‘Measures tool’ in the Atlas’ Menu and use this tool to check 

the event’s coordinates



Mar y Ciudadanía 2021 event - Which country is organising

this event and when? What type of activities are organized? 
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Country: Spain

When: 17 May 2021

Activities: Education and artistic activities for 

school children



Find the most south-western event in Portugal organized by the City 

Council of Faro. What is it called?
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Event: Mar d’Estórias 2



Activate the ‘Measures tool’ in the Atlas’ Menu and use this tool to check 

the event’s coordinates



Head for the most southern events in the United Kingdom. Check the information 

on the Ocean Literacy Festival on 22 May 2021. Who is organising this event?
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The European Ocean Coalition (EU4Ocean)

connects diverse organisations, projects and

people that contribute to ocean literacy and the

sustainable management of the ocean. Supported

by the European Commission, this bottom-up

inclusive initiative aims at uniting the voices of

Europeans to make the ocean a concern of

everyone!
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Ocean Literacy – EU4Ocean Coalition



Select the Distance tag in the ‘Measures tool’. Click on the distance 

symbol. Select nautical miles. 
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Sail about 183 nautical miles across the Celtic Sea to find the Cork Harbour

Festival. Which country have you travelled to? When is the Festival taking place? 
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Sail about 183 nautical miles across the Celtic Sea to find the Cork Harbour

Festival Which country have you travelled to? When is the Festival taking place? 

www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu

Country: Ireland

Date: 5 June 2021



Click on the event... and see what happens! 

www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu



www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu



Marine Biodiversity – An amazing treasure!



Marine Biodiversity – An amazing treasure!
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www.cbd.int/biodiversity-day

http://www.cbd.int/biodiversity-day


Marine Biodiversity – An amazing treasure!
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/frontpage/1647

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/frontpage/1647

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/frontpage/1647
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/frontpage/1647


Marine Biodiversity – An amazing treasure!
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… the ocean regulates the climate of our planet; is home

to 90% of the world's biodiversity; absorbs 1/3 of CO2

and the majority of solar radiation; transports 80% of

global trade; gives work to 200 million people; and is the

most important place of leisure for the world's

population?

Find out more facts about the ocean at: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/frontpage/1647

#MakeEUBlue

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/frontpage/1647
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/frontpage/1647


Marine Biodiversity – An amazing treasure!

Submit your pledge: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/frontpage/1647

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/frontpage/1647
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/frontpage/1647


Marine Biodiversity – An amazing treasure!



Marine Biodiversity – An amazing treasure!
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The network of marine Natura 2000 sites is a key instrument to protect 

biodiversity in the European Union. It stretches over 18% of the EU’s land area 

and what percentage of its marine territory?

More than 30%Around 20%Less than 10%



www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu

That is not the answer... 

Let’s try again!
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Well done! According to the December 2020 Natura 2000 Newsletter, 

Marine Natura 2000 sites (EU-27) cover 441,001 km² (8% of EU seas) 

The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 

2030, sets several objectives 

including the protection of at least 

30% of the land and 30% of the sea 

in the European Union (EU).

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/info/pubs/natura2000nl_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/eu-biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
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Where can you see the seagrass species Posidonia oceanica (commonly 

known as Neptune grass)?  

Atlantic Ocean Mediterranean Sea Baltic Sea
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That is not the answer. 

Let’s try again!
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Well done! Posidonia oceanica is a seagrass species that is 

endemic to the Mediterranean Sea. 
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In Europe, there are four cooperation structures which aim to protect the marine 

environment and bring together Member States and neighbouring countries that 

share marine waters: the Regional Sea Conventions. Which one covers the 

Atlantic Ocean?

HELCOM

OSPARBarcelona Convention

Bucharest Convention
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That is not the answer. 

Let’s try again!
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Well done! OSPAR is the mechanism by which 15 Governments & the EU 

cooperate to protect the marine environment of the North-East Atlantic 

OSPAR is so named because 

of the original Oslo and Paris 

Conventions ("OS" for Oslo and 

"PAR" for Paris).



Behind the Atlas…

• The European Atlas of the Seas is an initiative of the Directorate 
General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of the European 
Commission

• It is managed by the European Marine Observation and Data Network 
(EMODnet) Secretariat, which is financed by the European Union, 
since 2017. EMODnet is a network of organisations working together 
to observe the sea and to make the marine data collected freely 
available and interoperable. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/maritime-affairs-and-fisheries_en
https://www.emodnet.eu/en


What is the European Atlas of the Seas?

• A digital interactive learning tool

• Stunning marine maps and interactive oceanic information covering a 
wide range of popular marine topics

• 285 interactive map layers and possibility to create custom maps 

• All information and maps are easily accessible: no need to create an 
account 

• Maps are available in the 24 official languages of the European Union

• Maps can be quickly printed, shared and embedded in presentations
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Where does the data come from?

• European Commission, Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries (DG MARE) 

• Other services of the European Commission
• The European Marine Observation and Data Network (EMODnet)
• The European Environmental Agency
• Eurostat
• Copernicus Marine
• Joint Research Centre
• …

www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu

https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/maritime-affairs-and-fisheries_en
https://www.emodnet.eu/en
https://www.eea.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en
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Stay informed at @EuropeAtlasSeas
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Join us for the online 
European Atlas of the 

Seas workshop!

16 June 2021

14:00-17:00 CET

Register online!

https://www.emodnet.eu/en/atlas-workshop-16-june-2021
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#ExploreYourOcean
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Nathalie.van.isacker@emodnet.eu

https://twitter.com/hashtag/ExploreYourOcean?src=hashtag_click
http://www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu/

