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Memorandum of Understanding
on establishing a High Level Dialogue on an integrated 
approach to Ocean affairs 

between
the Government of the People's Republic of China

and
the European Commission
The Government of the People's Republic of China and the European Commission (hereafter referred to as the "Sides") desiring to establish a cooperative framework between the two Sides in the field of integrated approaches to ocean  affairs have decided to set up a High Level Dialogue and have agreed as follows:
1. Objective
The dialogue will aim at promoting and enhancing mutual understanding related to the integrated approach to ocean affairs through the exchange of information and views on domestic policy approaches, legislation, experiences and best practices. 

2. Dialogue themes
The agenda of the High Level meetings may cover the following themes.
(1) All issues pertaining to an integrated approach of sustainable development of oceans, coastal regions and marine sectors.

(2) Cross–cutting policy tools such as maritime spatial planning, data collection and maritime surveillance, integration of surveillance of the seas.

(3) Marine environment, biodiversity and integrated coastal zones management, including adaptation and mitigation relating to climate change.
(4) Marine energy issues, including development of renewable off-shore energy and energy related projects on or in the seabed.

(5) Maritime industrial policies, including exchange of information on the latest developments in the shipbuilding field. 
(6) Marine scientific research, including resource surveys and technology development etc.
(7) Other issues of mutual interest, pertaining to bilateral and multilateral oceans issues.

3. Practical arrangements
(1) Frequency of meetings
The two Sides will organise every two years a meeting of this High Level Dialogue, preceded by a technical meeting. The frequency of the meetings may be changed if both Sides so agree. Meetings will be held alternatively in Brussels and China. Additional technical meetings may be held independently if both Sides consider it necessary.
(2)      Designated authority
The State Oceanic Administration has been designated as the responsible authority for the implementation of this Memorandum on behalf of the Government of the People’s Republic of China, and the Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries has been designated as the responsible authority for the implementation of this Memorandum on behalf of the European Commission.
(3)      Contact points

Each Side will nominate a permanent contact point to facilitate smooth cooperation, based, respectively, in the State Oceanic Administration of the People's Republic of China and in the Directorate–General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries of the European Commission. Both Sides will inform one another of changes in the contact points.
(4)      Costs 

Both Sides will bear the expenses relating to participation of their own delegates in the meetings convened pursuant to this Memorandum of Understanding, unless agreed otherwise and including travel and accommodation costs. The host should offer appropriate support and assistance to the visiting delegation. Interpretation costs will be borne by the host.
(5)      Minutes 

There will be agreed minutes, in both Chinese and English, for each High-Level meeting. The Side hosting the meeting will be responsible for the preparation of the agreed minutes. Each side will bear its own translations costs.
4. Other issues
(1) This High Level Dialogue shall be without prejudice to other agreements or arrangements which may exist between China and the EU in areas such as shipbuilding, shipping, research, energy and environmental cooperation.
(2) The provisions of this Memorandum are not indented to create legal rights or obligations under international law.

Signed in Brussels on 6 October 2010 in two (2) original texts, each in the Chinese and English languages, each text being equally valid.
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF                                 FOR THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION      
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA                 
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