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1. Highlights in this reporting period 
Provide a short summary of the key achievements and/or events of interest to a wider audience within 
this reporting period you wish to highlight – this can be based on the indicators or any other of the 
reporting sections. 

• The coordinator has finalised and submitted the 1st Annual Interim Report and after receiving 
questions from the EU an updated second version which has been accepted by the EU.   

• Data providers, regional coordinators and coordinator have discussed and agreed on a new 
planning and revised approach for the release of the new integrated EMODnet DTM, after 
deciding that the first compilation contained too much structural problems to go public. The 
new launching date is set at mid December 2014, which seems feasible considering present 
progress with the individual processing by data providers and regional DTM productions. 
Therefore also the GLOBE software has been upgraded, inter alia for new algorithms for 
statistics in good communication between expert partners. 

• The EMODnet Bathymetry portal has been considerably revised as follow-up to the site review 
report as received from the EMODnet Secretariate. 

• Coordinator has participated in the EurOcean Conference in Rome, Italy and has presented the 
key points of EMODnet Bathymetry at the Mediterranean side-event as organised by HCMR 
and the EMODnet side-event as organised by EMODnet Secretariate. Also a contribution was 
given to the drafting of the Rome declaration, in particular highlighting the importance of 
marine data management and EMODnet.       
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2. Meetings held since last report  
List here the meetings held since the last bi-monthly report, if relevant add short description  

[Provide information in table - Maximum 1 page] 

 
Date Location Topic Short Description 
1 September 2014 Voorburg, The Netherlands Technical tuning   Meeting between MARIS 

and GGSGC about the 
planning for new release 
and upgrading of portal 

4 September 2014 Paris, France Discussion on possible 
participation in Coastal 
Mapping tender  

Meeting between SHOM as 
leader of IHO consortium 
and MARIS  

1-2 October 2014 Brussels, Belgium MODEG  EMODnet experts meeting 
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3. Work package updates 
 
Using the work package as a header list here the activities that occurred since the last bi-monthly 
report. If there was no activity to report leave the section blank. 

[Provide information - Maximum 1/2 page per workpackage]  

WP0 – Project Management: 
The project coordinator has monitored, evaluated and controlled the overall progress of the project 
and its activities towards its objectives. Regular emails have been drafted and circulated to partners to 
remind them of actions and planning as well as to get information on progress and possible issues, that 
required solving. In particular focus has been on finalising the 1st Annual Interim Progress Report to 
the EU which has been accepted by the EU after a review cycle. Also a new planning for the 1st release 
of the EMODnet DTM has been discussed and agreed with all partners, striving for a new release at 
mid December 2014.  A response has been prepared and submitted to the EMODnet secretariate in 
reply to the Portal Review report as received from the EMODnet secretariate. This response is included 
as Annex. Moreover upon request of the EMODnet secretariate a technical description has been 
prepared of the EMODnet Bathymetry infrastructure and IT configuration.     

WP1 – Data collection and metadata preparation for all marine 
basins: 
Further progress has been made with expanding the data collections in the CDI and SEXTANT catalogue 
services. The operational CDI service for EMODnet Bathymetry now contains 10774 entries from 24 
data centres from 14 countries. In addition, there are a further 2490 CDI entries waiting in the import 
service that will be moved soon to the CDI production service. This brings the total numberc of CDI 
entries to 13264 CDI entries. The number of composite DTMs in the Sextant directory has increased to 
44 Sextant entries. MARIS and IFREMER have provided support to guide partners where needed and to 
handle new submissions.      

WP2 – QC/QA and producing Digital Terrain Models for the basins: 
Local data providers have been re-processing their survey data sets using the latest GLOBE software 
and these have been forwarded to regional coordinators for re-producing a compiled bathymetric 
product for each of the regional basin areas from all the data sets contributed by the data providers. 
This repeating of process was necessary because of serious anomalies in the earlier production, partly 
due to incorrect algorithms for statistics in the previous GLOBE software. This process is now well 
underway and all regional coordinators are preparing for transfer of their regional DTMs to GGSgc for 
overall integration into the new EMODnet DTM.       
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WP3 – Integration and inclusion of the DTMs in the portal: 
GGSgc is awaiting the revised Regional DTMs from the regional coordinators for QA – QC and 
integration of the overall new EMODnet DTM. Hopefully the results will be much better, improving the 
deficiencies as encountered in the previous draft release.    
 

WP4 – Technical development and operation of portal: 
MARIS and GGSgc have held a meeting to discuss the Bathymetry Viewing and Download service, 
considering upgrading of a number of functions as agreed in the proposal and in response to the 
suggestions and findings of the portal review report as received from the EMODNet Secretariate. 
GGSgc will develop and release upgraded functionalities for the Viewing service together with the new 
DTM release mid December 2014. In addition MARIS has revised the overall portal, its content and its 
navigation, including switching between the various services. Users will now have less difficulty in 
finding their way and in understanding the relation between the different services and the overall 
methodology as used in EMODnet Bathymetry for generating the EMODnet DTM.   
 

WP5 – Analysis and evaluation: 
Nothing to report.    
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4. Specific challenges or difficulties 
encountered during the reporting period 

Please list specific problems you have encountered during this period, including related to technical and 
data provision issues 
 
Finalising the 1st Annual Interim Progress Report and updating the report in response to EU questions 
for further clarification. The report has been accepted.   
 
Preparing a revised planning and approach for the new EMODnet DTM release, after identifying 
serious issues with the quality of the first product.    
 
No further progress has been made with the Geodata Agency from Danmark (DGA) that has not yet 
signed their contract. This implicates that because of absence of an official agreement their data 
(composite DTMs) have not been used for the new EMODNet Bathymetry product generation (while it 
has been used earlier for the present DTMs).  
  

5. User Feedback  
List any useful feedback you received on your portal, your activities or those of other EMODnet 
projects/activities. Also provide any suggestions you have received for EMODnet case studies and/or 
future products/activities/events.   

 [Provide information in table - attach the documentation/full user feedback to the report] 
 
Date Name Organization Type of user feedback (e.g. 

technical, case study etc) 
Response time to 
address user request 

8-9-
2014 

Davaasuren, 
Narangerel 

NIOZ Question about use of data; 
was received through 
EMODnet secretariate  

Answer at 21-9-2014    

     
     
     
 
Annex 2 gives more details.  
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6. Outreach and communication activities 
Please list all the relevant communications activities or products you have developed/executed during 
this period (including presentations, lectures, trainings, demonstrations and development of 
communication materials such as brochures, videos, etc.). Relevant scientific and/or popular articles 
you know have been published using/referring to EMODnet should be reported under indicator 11 in 
Section 7. 
[Provide information in table - Maximum 1 page] 

Date Media Title Short description and/or link 
to the activity 

6-9 October 2014 Conference  EurOcean, Rome - Italy Presenting EMODnet 
Bathymetry at 2 side-
events (Mediterranean 
and EMODnet) and 
meeting with 
representatives of EU, 
and institutes 

28-30 October 2014 Conference EUROGOOS, Lisbon - 
Portugal 

Meeting with other 
people involved in marine 
data collection and 
management  
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7. Updates on Progress Indicators 
Using the indicator as a header list the metrics collated and the time interval. If there was no activity to 
report leave the section under the indicator header blank. 

 

Indicator 1 - Volume of data made available through the portal 
The total number of CDIs for bathymetric survey data sets has increased from:  10731 to 10774 

Moreover in the import system there are new entries underway: 2490 

The total in production covers the whole globe. Specifically relevant for European waters has increased 
from: 7725 to 7860 

Lat Long box: N80, W-30 ; N20, E45   

Of these 367 are unrestricted, while all other require negotiation.  

 

Regional DTMs are available at present for the following sea regions:  

• the Greater North Sea, including the Kattegat and stretches of water such as Fair Isle, Cromarty, 
Forth, Forties,Dover, Wight, and Portland 

• the English Channel and Celtic Seas 
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• Western Mediterranean, the Ionian Sea and the Central Mediterranean Sea 
• Iberian Coast and Bay of Biscay (Atlantic Ocean) 
• Adriatic Sea (Mediterranean) 
• Aegean - Levantine Sea (Mediterranean). 
• Madeira and Azores (Macaronesia) 

Indicator 2 - Organisations supplying each type of data based on 
(formal) sharing agreements and broken down into country and 
organisation type (e.g. government, industry, science).  

Data Centre Country 
No of 
CDIs 

No 
restrictions Restrictions 

British Oceanographic Data Centre 
United 
Kingdom 86 53 33 

German Oceanographic Datacentre 
(NODC) Germany 15 15 0 
OGS (Istituto Nazionale di 
Oceanografia e di Geofisica 
Sperimentale), Division of 
Oceanography Italy 10 0 10 
Institute of Marine Science (ISMAR) - 
Bologna Italy 65 0 65 

Hellenic Centre for Marine Research, 
Hellenic National Oceanographic Data 
Centre (HCMR/HNODC) Greece 76 0 76 
IEO/Spanish Oceanographic Institute Spain 66 0 66 
Geological Survey of Ireland Ireland 136 136 0 
IFREMER / IDM/SISMER France 714 70 644 
SHOM (SERVICE 
HYDROGRAPHIQUE ET 
OCEANOGRAPHIQUE DE LA 
MARINE) France 4128 0 4128 
IHPT, Hydrographic Institute Portugal 274 0 274 
NIOZ Royal Netherlands Institute for 
Sea Research Netherlands 30 0 30 

Bulgarian National Oceanographic 
Data Centre(BGODC), Institute of 
Oceanology Bulgaria 16 0 16 
National Institute of Marine Geology 
and Geoecology Romania 2 0 2 
Hydrographic Institute of the Navy Spain 58 0 58 

Management Unit of North Sea and 
Scheldt Estuary Mathematical Models, 
Belgian Marine Data Centre Belgium 93 93 0 
National Laboratory of Energy and 
Geology Portugal 3 0 3 
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Institute of Marine Sciences. 
Mediterranean Marine and 
Environmental Research Centre 
(CMIMA-ICM-CSIC). Department of 
Marine Geology Spain 4 0 4 

Flemish Ministry of Mobility and Public 
Works; Agency for Maritime and 
Coastal Services; Coastal Division Belgium 78 0 78 

OGS (Istituto Nazionale di 
Oceanografia e di Geofisica 
Sperimentale),  Infrastructures Division Italy 23 0 23 

Marine Technology Unit. 
Mediterranean Marine and 
Environmental Research Centre Spain 6 0 6 
UNEP/GRID-Arendal Norway 7 0 7 

OceanWise Limited 
United 
Kingdom 1961 0 1961 

Portuguese Institute of Ocean and 
Atmosphere Portugal 4 0 4 
Jardfeingi, the Faroe Islands Earth and 
Energy Directorate Faroe Islands 5 0 5 
          
    7860 367 7493 
 

These centres are government and research institutes. No industry (yet).  

Indicator 3 - Organisations that have been approached to supply with 
no result, including type of data sought and reason why it has not 
been supplied. 
The Danish Geodata Agency was a subcontractor in the EMODnet Bathymetry bid, but so far DGA has 
not signed the subcontract. Therefore there is no permission (yet) to use the composite DTM data sets 
for the Danish waters as earlier used for the present EMODnet DTM. Negotiations are ongoing to 
change DGA’s standpoint.  
 

Indicator 4 - Volume of each type of data and of each data product 
downloaded from the portal  
Time period 1 September 2014 – 31 October 2014: 

CDIs: 

No of CDI basket transactions: 10  
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No of CDIs requested: 47 
Different users: 8 
Different data centres: 6 
 

Data products – DTMs: 

Tile Downloads 
Greater North Sea  529 
Celtic Seas  461 
Adriatic-Ionion Sea - C.Meditarrenean  455 
West Mediterranean  449 
Bay of Biscay - Iberian Coast  426 
Aegean-Levantine Sea  420 
Azores  374 
Madeira  374 

  
  
 

3488 
 

Format Downloads 
ESRI 
ASCII  991 
XYZ  614 
GeoTiff  846 
NetCDF  219 
CSV  532 
SD  286 

  
  
 

3488 
 

Indicator 5 - Organisations that have downloaded each data type  
ESA/ESRIN, Italy 
 
Individual, United States 

TCarta Marine, United States 

Leeds University, United Kingdom 

University of Cádiz, Spain 
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IHM, Spain 

Mercator Consulting, United States 

ULISES SÁEZ DÍAZ, Spain 

Indicator 6 - Using user statistics to determine the main pages utilised 
and to identify preferred user navigations routes  
Time period 1 September 2014 – 31 October 2014: 

Bathymetry main portal: 

 

Month Unique 
visitors 

Number of 
visits Pages Hits Bandwidth 

Sep 2014 1,107 1,954 19,065 52,457 1.70 GB 

Oct 2014 1,289 2,518 26,742 82,029 3.09 GB 

 

Visitors in October 2014: 

 

 

Bathymetry DTM viewer service: 

Month Unique 
visitors Pages Hits Bandwidth 

Sept-14 1.390 1,906 3,149 54,00 GB 

Oct-14 1.686 2,456 4,348 55.88 GB 
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Indicator 7 - List of what the downloaded data has been used for 
(divided into categories e.g. Government planning, pollution 
assessment and (commercial) environmental assessment, etc.) 
Nothing to report. 

Indicator 8 - List of organisations that have downloaded data from 
more than one portal in a given space of time e.g. 2 weeks (assumed to 
be for a single project). 
Nothing to report. 

Indicator 9 - Interoperability of data of different types and from 
different portals 
Nothing to report. 
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Annex 2  
Details of users feedback and follow-up 

 
QUESTION: 
Date: 8 September 2014 
Name: Davaasuren, Narangerel 
E-mail: narangerel.davaasuren@wur.nl  
Subject: information request multi-beam and single beam data for the North Sea 
To: "liesbeth.renders@emodnet.eu" <liesbeth.renders@emodnet.eu> 
Dear Liesbeth 
I have request concerning data for the North Sea. I have been asking from my colleagues at NIOZ, 
Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research about availability of multi-beam data and or single beam 
data in high resolution covering the North Sea and they recommended me to ask from EMODNET data 
portal. Please let me know, if such data is available and can be obtained from your portal? 
Many thanks in advance for your time and your any assistance 
With kind regards Narangerel (Nara). 
REPLY: 
Date: 21 September 2014 
Dear Nara, 
Thank you for your question. Please go to the portal at:  
http://www.emodnet-bathymetry.eu 
There you will find a number of services including full explanation. One of the relevant services for 
your question is the CDI Data Discovery and Access service which gives you a catalogue for discovering 
bathymetric survey data as acquired by many research institutes, including NIOZ and hydrographic 
services from Europe for all oceans and sea areas in the world, including the North Sea. The CDI service 
also gives options for requesting access to selected survey data sets. Thereby negotiation with data 
providers might be required. In addition, the portal also provides a bathymetry viewing service to 
browse a DTM for European seas at a grid size of 1/4 * 1/4 minute. This service also include options for 
downloading the DTM as tiles in various formats on a free basis. Have a look at the portal: 
http://www.emodnet-bathymetry.eu 
Kind regards 
Dick M.A. Schaap 
Coordinator 
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