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EMODnet
Atlantic checkpoint status 

Jacques Populus, Ifremer 

On behalf of the Atlantic Checkpoint team

http://www.emodnet.eu/checkpoints
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General framework and methods

• Based on ISO standards for geographic information 

• Use of SeaDataNet parameter discovery vocabulary 

• Design by DG/MARE of “Challenge areas” meant to fully cover the 
broad scope of marine knowledge

• Assessment of data quality in two steps

• the HOW - Availability: DAR1 end of 2016

• the WHAT - Appropriateness: underway 

• Production of a set of key adequacy indicators (DAR2)
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Data adequacy report 1

Introduction

•1.1 Checkpoints terms of reference

•1.2 Vocabulary issues

•1.3 The checkpoint: an observing system

•1.4 The Checkpoint cycle

•1.5 Main findings of the literature survey

Assessment methodology and procedure

•2.1 Availability indicators

•2.2 Building up the metadata base

•2.3 Workflow

•2.4 Validation of metadata edition

•2.5 Reporting the metadata base content online

Results and discussion

•3.1 Data base completeness

•3.2 Reliability of the data base content

•3.3 General availability assessment

•3.4 Availability assessment per challenge

•3.5 Assessment of availability per characteristic

•3.6 Assessment of EU Commission data sources

Comparison of Atlantic, MedSea and Black Sea checkpoints
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Atlantic DAR1 key findings
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Atlantic DAR1 key findings
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Atlantic DAR1 key findings
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• 50 products across 11 challenges

• Mostly spatial layers (polygons, points) but also tables where 
required 

Products

Challenge 1 : Offshore windfarm 4

Challenge 2 : MPA 6

Challenge 3 : Oil leak 2

Challenge 4 : Climate 8

Challenge 5 : Coasts 9

Challenge 6 : Fisheries management 3

Challenge 7 : Fisheries impact 3

Challenge 8 : Eutrophication 7

Challenge 9 : River inputs 9

Challenge 10 : Bathymetry 3

Challenge 11 : Alien species 2
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• Fisheries impact
• CH07_Product_1: Area where bottom habitat has been disturbed by trawling (number of 

disturbances per month)

• CH07_Product_2: Change in the level of disturbance over the past ten years

• CH07_Product_3: Damage to seafloor to both living and non-living components

• Bathymetry
• CH10_Product_1: Sample areas of digital bathymetry covering representative areas of 

the North Atlantic

• CH10_Product_2: Digital bathymetry uncertainty covering the North Atlantic, and a 

representative sample area within the North Atlantic.

• CH10_Product_3: North Atlantic area divided into regions showing priority areas for 

surveying.

Example of products
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Products – Rivers challenge
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Products – Bathymetry challenge
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• Final Data adequacy report 
• Consolidated view of availability based on all input data sets identified 

and assessed

• Appropriateness based on input data sets actually used to produce 58 

products; discrepancy between specifications (DPS) and achieved 

products  (TDP) by way of statistical assessment of indicators

• Web services for producers to access data 
adequacy assessment of their productions

• Web browser  of input data sets and related products

• Web dashboard

Key final deliverables
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Workplan to project end

Deliverables Deadline

Appropriateness metadata in Sextant (draft) Mid-Dec. 2017

Products in webGIS End Jan. 2017

Challenge reports End Jan. 2018

Appropriateness metadata in Sextant End Jan. 2018

Second Adequacy report End May 2018

Second panel meeting and final meeting Mid-Jun. 2018

Final report End Aug. 2018


