Provisional Draft agenda

Seminar on the Reform of the Market Policy on 

Fishery and Aquaculture Products

Practical details

Date: 7 July 2010, 10.00-13.00 and 14.30-18.00

Venue: Centre des Conférences Albert Borschette (CCAB), Room 1C, Brussels

Interpretation: From FR-DE-EN-IT-ES to FR-DE-EN-IT-ES

Issues for discussion

The seminar is intended to reflect upon possible options for reform of the Market Policy on Fishery and Aquaculture Products within the framework of the overall reform of the Common Fisheries Policy. Discussion will be structured around the following main market issues, which will be introduced by a short presentation from the European Commission:

1. ORGANISATION OF THE SECTOR

· How could the Market Policy foster stronger and more representative fishery and aquaculture Producer Organisations (POs)?

Possible options: PO merges or associations of POs at national and transnational levels.

· Should POs responsibilities be strengthened in the management of fishery and aquaculture resources as well as in marketing activities? If so, which responsibilities?

Possible options: Co-management of fishing rights and quotas, planning of aquaculture production, placing on the market and marketing of fishery and aquaculture products.

· What measures to improve POs' knowledge of the market in order to better match their supplies to market demand and thus to improve their returns?

Possible options: What role for an EU Market Observatory? Which contributions from stakeholders to the Observatory? What would be the best way for the Observatory to disseminate its information to stakeholders?

·  How to reinforce Inter-branch Organisations (IBOs) in order to better co-ordinate the different operators in the marketing chain?

Possible options: Incentives to inter-branch projects, introduction of start-up aids, and recognition of trans-national IBOs.

2. PRICE AND INTERVENTION MECHANISMS

·  How to simplify the current mechanisms and to better adapt them to the specific situation of regional or local markets?

Possible options:

– The fixing of the relevant intervention prices and the operation of intervention could be shifted to POs at a regional or local level;

– The intervention instruments could be simplified to a single storage mechanism with a view to reintroduce stored and/or processed products onto the market at a later stage. The objective is to match landings to market demand.

· How to improve the efficiency of the financial means allocated to the Market Policy?

Possible options: Establishment of a single financial instrument, grant of aids conditioned to the achievement of clear objectives. Who, what, how?

3. MARKETING STANDARDS AND CONSUMER INFORMATION

· How could the common marketing standards further facilitate the functioning of the internal market and support product quality and conservation of fishing activities?

Possible options:

– Should the current regulatory system continue or rather move to self-regulation by industry?

– Revision of product quality grading;

– Adaptation to the requirements of new marketing such as e-commerce;

– Harmonisation of minimum biological/marketing sizes to prevent the marketing of juveniles in the EU;

– Possible application and adaptation of the standards to aquaculture products.

· How could the consumer information provisions better inform consumers and promote sustainable production?

Possible options:

– Revision of current mandatory requirements to indicate more detailed information;

– Introduction of voluntary information, e.g. about aspects relating to responsible consumption.

– Which implications of the traceability provisions laid down in the Control Regulation?

4. MANAGEMENT OF EXTERNAL SUPPLY SOURCING

· How to strike a balance between producer, processor, trader and consumer interests?

· How to ensure a fair competition between the EU and third countries?

· How could the Market Policy contribute to the steady and competitive supply of raw materials for processing?

· Should the current system of tariff suspensions and autonomous tariff quotas be maintained?

