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1. Highlights in this reporting period

2. Meetings held since last report

Date Location Topic Short Description

28 Jan. 2015 Brest EMODnet Emodnet Information Day
organised at Ifremer
premises

6 Feb. 2015 Skype Progress meeting All partners

16 Feb. 2015 Skype Modelling Partners involved in WP5:
JNCC (leader), Ifremer, GEUS

3. Work package updates

WP1 - EUNIS applicability

The Black Sea habitat list was fine-tuned through the revision and modification of the
environmental variable ranges necessary for modelling some of the circalittoral deep
habitats. This involved checking literature and ground truth data for temperature and
salinity values associated to the deep circalittoral muds. Modifications were also proposed
for additional substrate categories to model the circalittoral habitats. This involved adding
the substrate category "coarse and mixed sediment" to two habitats occurring on sand and
mud respectively in the upper and lower circalittoral zones. The addition of coarse and
mixed sediments as a determining modelling variable is justified on the basis that these
assemblages occur on sand and muddy bottoms characterized by a high proportion of shelly
debris. Since no additional layers will be provided by EMODNET geology regarding the
presence of bioclastic/biogenic material the only way to model the above-mentioned habitat
types is to add the category “coarse and mixed” to the determining substrate type of these
habitats.

WP2 - Base layers collation
Base layers

The base layers are oceanography layers whose overlay enables the creation of the habitat
map. The table below summarises the layers that have been collated during the last two
months.




Name Origin Area Spatial Time
resolution | span

Monthly, inter-annual and | MERIS FR orbits archives | Norway 250m 2005 to
climatological means of 2009

KdPAR (attenuation coefficient
of photosynthetically available

radiation)
Monthly, inter-annual and MERIS RR orbits archives | Whole Europe 4 km 2005 to
climatological means of 2009

atmospheric PAR
(photosynthetically available

radiation)
Wave-induced seabed energy | French Previmer archives | French coasts 250m 2000 to
2004

Secchi disk measurements METU Black Sea - Point

Bathymetry isolines GeoEcomar Black sea - -
Romania

Bathymetry isolines IOBAS Black sea - -
Bulgaria

Periazoic zone polygon METU Whole Black - -
Sea

WP3 - Biological data collation

Observational data

Observational data is being collated for thresholds calibration (work package 4).

The table below summarises the observational data that have been collated during the last
two months.

Name Origin Area(s) Type
Presence of biotopes characteristic of infralittoral Marine UK and Irish coasts Point
and circalittoral recorder

Presence of biotopes characteristic of low, | Marine UK and Irish coasts Point
intermediate and circalittoral recorder




Presence / absence of kelp Surveys Britanny (France) Point
Lower limit of Infralittoral sand with Chamelea | Surveys Bulgaria, Romania Point
gallina
Presence of Muddy sand with Upogebia pusilla Surveys Bulgaria Point
Presence of Mud with Melinna palmat Surveys Bulgaria Point
Presence and lower growth limit of Cystoseira | SUrveys Turkey, Bulgaria Point
barbata
Presence of Posidonia Surveys Eastern Point
Mediterranean Sea
(Turkey)

WP4 - Eunis categories thresholds

The collation of field observational data being now almost completed, work on thresholds
calibration can start. This will be done during the next weeks and will be reported in the next
bi-monthly report.

WP5 - Modelling and confidence

The sea areas have been divided into three blocks for creating and running the GIS
workflows to produce the habitat maps: (1) Atlantic (Norway to Macaronesia) assigned to
JNCC, (2) Mediterranean and Black Sea to Ifremer and (3) Baltic Sea to GEUS. In the last two
months these partners agreed the approach and began to construct the models required to
produce the maps to be submitted in September 2015.

WP6 - Habitat map collation and WebGIS issues

A new package of data submission guidance was created by JNCC by updating the map

collation n guidance of the former Interreg NW MESH Project. JINCC then convened a
Webinar on 2 March with representatives from each of the project partners in order to
explain all the steps required to collate, prepare and upload to the web portal habitat maps
from surveys along with their metadata. Each representative signed up to be the point of
contact for this task and committed to provide a copyright-free habitat map from their
countries for testing the sequence of operations according to the technical guidance.

For details about the usage of the web portal, see section 7.



http://www.emodnet-seabedhabitats.eu/default.aspx?page=1636

WP8 - Management and communication

The next progress meeting in Bucharest is planned from 21-24 April 2015. Discussions are
ongoing between Ifremer and the host GeoEcoMar.

4. Specific challenges or difficulties
encountered during the reporting period

Not available

5. User Feedback

Not available

6. Outreach and communication activities

The Emodnet Day organised by Ifremer on 28 Jan. 2015 in its Brest premises gathered about
45 people. It was an opportunity to advertise the Programme and its achievements within
Ifremer and to a few external attendees. We were honoured to have lain Shepherd and Silvo
Zlebir from the Commission, Jan-Bart Calewaert from the Secretariat attending the meeting.
SHOM was very well represented with seven staff present. All lots were represented except
human activities, and a representative of the Mediterranean checkpoint also gave a talk. The
variety of EU mechanisms dealing with oceanographic data (EMODnet, Seadatanet,
Copernicus) was thoroughly described for the audience to better understand how these data
are catered for and how these programs articulate. The DCF talk mentioned a difficulty of
sharing data at Member State level. The perspectives included the next 2015 calls, the
Galway Statement for North Atlantic seabed mapping, the potential issue for the
Commission to fund some multibeam surveys and the need to have SMEs engage more
actively in Emodnet with research institutes.

7. Updates on Progress Indicators




Indicator 1 - Volume of data made available through the
portal

The main data products made available through the portal are:

e The EMODnet Seabed Habitats Phase 1 and MeshAtlantic broad-scale habitat maps
at a scale of 1:250,000 covering an area of around 2 million km? and 356,000 km?,
respectively.

e The current broad-scale map delivery for Adriatic and Canary Islands which are
uploaded to the central portal.

e Habitat maps from surveys, formerly published through the MESH portal.

Indicator 2 - Organisations supplying each type of data
based on (formal) sharing agreements and broken down into
country and organisation type (e.g. government, industry,
science).

Indicator 3 - Organisations that have been approached to
supply data with no result, including type of data sought and
reason why it has not been supplied.

No data for this period.

Indicator 4 - Volume of each type of data and of each data
product downloaded from the portal

The table below summarises the data products downloaded from the EMODnet Seabed
Habitats portal in the period 09/01/2015 to 26/02/2015.

layer number of

downloads
EUNIS habitat maps from surveys (updated 9 December 2013) 36
OSPAR threatened and/or declining habitats 2013 (shapefile version, 18 Feb 2014) 23
MESH confidence assessments and study areas (updated 9 December 2013) 16
Predicted broad-scale EUNIS habitats - Atlantic area (updated 9 December 2013) 26
Biological Zones - Atlantic area 18
Phase 1 Predicted habitats - North Sea and Celtic Sea 35
Phase 1 Predicted habitats - Baltic Sea 9




Phase 1 Predicted habitats - western Mediterranean Sea 11

Phase 1 Energy - North Sea and Celtic Sea 20
Phase 1 Energy/Wave Exposure - Baltic Sea 5
Phase 1 Seabed Substrata - western Mediterranean Sea 8
Phase 1 Halocline - Baltic Sea 7
Phase 1 Salinity - Baltic Sea 7
Phase 1 Fraction of light at the seabed - North Sea and Celtic Sea 16
National Marine Landscape Maps (published 2008) 27

Indicator 5 - Organisations that have downloaded each data

type

The following is a list of organisations that have downloaded data from the EMODnet
Seabed Habitats download page (www.emodnet-seabedhabitats.eu/download) in the period

09/01/2015 to 26/02/2015:ABPmer

AECOM

Agence des aires marines protégées
(French Agency for MPA)
APEM

Bangor University

BfN

BMT Cordah Ltd

BP

Cedre

Cefas

CIIMAR

CMACS Ltd

CREOCEAN

DNV GL

DTU Aqua

Environment Agency
Envision Mapping Ltd
Faculdade de Ciéncias
FugroEMU Ltd
Heriot-watt

Ifremer

IH Cantabria

IMARES

Institute of Hydrobiology
IPMA

IUEM/CNRS/UBO

JNCC

Kretslopppsbolaget

LUC

Marine biological association
Marine Management Organisation
(England)

National Museum of Natural History
(France)

NUI Galway

personal use

Rijksuniversteit Groningen
Scottish Government Marine Scotland
Thinen Institute

Universidad de Cantabria
Universidad de Extremadura
University of Aberdeen

University of Aveiro

university of Cagliari

University of Exeter

University of Hull

University of South Wales

URS

Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust
Yildiz Technical University


http://www.emodnet-seabedhabitats.eu/download

Indicator 6 - Using user statistics to determine the main
pages utilised and to identify preferred user navigations
routes

This information is gathered by Google Analytics.

User statistics for mapper and download pages of EMODnet Seabed Habitats portal for the period 09/01/15

to 26/02/15.
page page address Number | How many users Average
description of unique | end their visit on residence time
visitors this page on page (mm:ss)
Home page | www.emodnet- 41 10 00:51
seabedhabitats.eu
View data www.emodnet- 556 491 03:59
seabedhabitats.eu/mapper
Download www.emodnet- 189 165 01:33
data seabedhabitats.eu/download
Build custom | www.emodnet- 60 17 01:46
map seabedhabitats.eu/custommap
Search www.emodnet- 34 6 00:32
metadata seabedhabitats.eu/search

Indicator 7 - List of what the downloaded data has been used
for (divided into categories e.g. Government planning,
pollution assessment and (commercial) environmental
assessment, etc.)

This information is collected from the form that users fill out when downloading data from
the download page (www.emodnet-seabedhabitats.eu/download).

Reasons for downloading data from the EMODnet Seabed Habitats portal — 09/01/15 to 26/02/15.

Reason Proportion of total
Commercial/industry 8%
Education 16 %
Exploration/Exploitation surveys 2%
Government 21 %
Personal use 5%
Research 40 %
Other 7%
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