
1

One Ocean Summit side event, 8 Feb 2022

Towards a Mission lighthouses charter: 

A joint commitment to Restoring our Ocean and Waters
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What are EU Missions?

The European Commission launched five 

new EU Missions – including the Mission 

“Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030”. 

European Missions are new broad 

mobilisation initiatives to face the 

greatest challenges of our time.

Rooted in the Horizon Europe research 

and innovation programme, Missions go  

beyond the existing instruments, cutting  

across policies, programmes and 

different levels of governance
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How will the Mission work?

• The Mission will develop and 
demonstrate innovative
technological, social, business and 
governance solutions. 

• It will promote new forms of 
cooperation, allowing everyone to 
play an active role.

• The scope of the Mission goes far 
beyond research and innovation.
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“Every problem is an opportunity for innovation. 
But we need a clear and ambitious objective. 

We need a mission, like the European Green Deal. 

That is why we have launched the ‘Mission to 
Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030'. 

With EUR 0.5 billion in funding from the world's 
largest research and development programme, 
Horizon Europe, and other instruments.“

President von der Leyen, 11 Feb 2022
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/e
n/SPEECH_22_962

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_22_962
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What opportunities we have if 
we take care of the ocean and 

water?

A restored ocean and healthy 
waters can play a key role in 
improving our lives and 
achieving:

• Climate neutrality

• Biodiversity

• Economic prosperity
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Mission Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030
a system approach

EC Communication 2021
Mission Board

Report (2020) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
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A joint commitment to Restoring our Ocean and Waters

Delivering together on the 

Mission Implementation Plan

Implementation Plans for the EU Missions | European 

Commission (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/implementation-plans-eu-missions_en
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Mission objectives and targets

Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030

• Protect at least 30% and strictly protect 10%  EU’s sea areas

• Restore 25.000 km free flowing rivers

• Marine nature restoration targets (incl. degraded seabeds, coastal ecosystems) 

PROTECT AND RESTORE MARINE

AND FRESHWATERS ECOSYSTEMS

AND BIODIVERSITY

• Reduce by at least 50% plastic litter 

• Reduce  by at least 30% microplastics

• Reduce by at least 50% nutrient losses, chemical pesticides  

PREVENT AND ELIMINATE

POLLUTION OF OUR OCEANS, 

SEAS AND WATERS

• Net zero maritime emissions

• Zero carbon aquaculture, 

• Low carbon multipurpose use of marine space  

MAKE THE BLUE ECONOMY

CARBON- NEUTRAL AND

CIRCULAR

Digital Ocean and Waters Knowledge system Public mobilization and engagement

ENABLERS
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Mission LIGHTHOUSES

• Lighthouses are the Mission SITES  to pilot, demonstrate, develop  
and deploy the Mission activities across EU sea and river basins

• Cover all EU seas, oceans and river basins

• Build on existing initiatives, networks and different sources of funding, starting with 
Horizon Europe, but not limited to this

• Connect and structure, mobilise stakeholder

• Each lighthouse will pilot and lead on one of the Mission objectives (phase 1)

• Replicability and scalability (phase 2)

• Provide access to the solutions, services and advice to all basins 
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Mission 
lighthouses

Danube river basin Atlantic & Arctic coast

Mediterranean sea 

basin
Baltic & North sea basin

PROTECT AND RESTORE

MARINE AND FRESHWATERS

ECOSYSTEMS AND

BIODIVERSITY

PREVENT AND ELIMINATE

POLLUTION OF OUR

OCEANS, SEAS AND

WATERS

MAKE THE BLUE

ECONOMY CARBON-
NEUTRAL AND CIRCULAR
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2021-2024 | Development 

and piloting phase

Mission lighthouses

Blue Parks platform

Piloting of innovative R&I 

solutions

Precursor of digital ocean 

and water knowledge 

system

Citizen science, literacy and 

engagement

2023 | Mid-term review

2025-2030 | Deployment 

and upscaling phase

• Scale up projects

• Blue Parks conservation 

projects

• Dynamic investment 

ecosystem

• Digital Twin Ocean and 

water knowledge system

• Citizen science, literacy and 

engagement

Mission implementation phases
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Next steps in the Mission implementation

Implementation of 

Mission lighthouses 

& Blue Parks 

technical support

Lighthouse 

Implementation 

Charters

1st Horizon Europe 

Work programme 

for Mission

Calls 2021-22

Communication, 

outreach, literacy & 

citizen engagement

Actions to support 

digital ocean and 

water knowledge 

system



15

Baseline studies (HE) 
Portfolio of projects and 

initiatives                          
(HE and other programmes)

Coordination and Support 
Actions (HE)

Implementation Platform 
(HE)

EU strategic and 
financial support for 
Mission lighthouses

EU Support for Lighthouses

Implementation Charter
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The Commission is committed to working with you – regions and communities – for the next decade to 
deliver on your policy priorities towards climate resilience. We want you to adhere to the Mission 

Charter and become part of the Mission.

Access to 
knowledge 

on risk 
assessment 

methods 

Be part of a 
community 
of practice, 
network and 

share 

Get support 
from the 
Mission 
Platform 

Access to tools 
to engage with 
your citizens 
and empower 

them 

Access to 
advisory 

services on 
public and 

private 
funding

Gain visibility
for your efforts.

Why join the Mission?
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SYNERGIES – teaming up beyond EC / HE level

Across different EU Programmes 

Horizon Europe, EMFAF, Life, Inter-Reg, InvestEU… 

With Member States and Regions

national and regional programmes / initiatives, 

Partnerships

With International partners / initiatives

UN Decade Ocean Sciences, UfM, Alliances 

(AAORA…)

With public & private sectors, and investors

Universities, Joint Undertakings, EIB, EBRD, 

philantropy

With citizens and youth,

Citizens initiatives, EU4Ocean, Youth ocean

Ambassadors
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Example of EU projects portfolio
Horizon 2020 European Maritime and 

Fisheries Funds

LIFE
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Example of EU projects portfolio
Horizon 2020 European Maritime and 

Fisheries Funds

LIFE
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Example of EU projects portfolio

Horizon 2020 European Maritime and 

Fisheries Funds

LIFE
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Synergies with 
other 
programmes

• Within an action: One project consisting of different tasks promoted 
by different programmes (e.g. ‘research’ by Horizon Europe; 
‘demonstration’ by Life+) 

• Between actions: Two or more related projects driven in parallel by 
different programmes (e;g. ‘research’ by Horizon Europe; 
‘demonstration and testing’ CEF; ‘local infrastructures’ by ERDF) 

• Sequencing actions: Different actions that build on each other as a 
sort of “value chain” (e.g. ‘research’ by Horizon Europe -> 
‘demonstration platform’ by DEP -> ‘business model development’ by 
InvestEU -> re-skilling by ESF+ -> Public Procurement for Innovations 
(PPI) supported by ERDF)
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More information

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kETGb6tNWFw

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-

opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-

missions-horizon-europe/healthy-oceans-seas-coastal-and-inland-

waters_en#documents
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#MissionOcean

#EUmissions

#HorizonEU


