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Let’s find out with the Atlas…

Is plastic pollution also 
affecting the sea floor?  

How do we know what we 
know about the ocean?  
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What is the European Atlas of the Seas?

• Interactive learning tool
• Initiative of the European Commission
• More than 270 interactive map layers
• Identified data sources
• Custom maps 
• Easily accessible
• 24 official languages
• Print & embed tools
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How does it work?
www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu 24 languages

Menu
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Looking for map layers…

Search

Select one or several map layers
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Finding information about the map layer …

Link to the Data Provider
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Reading the legend, zooming in and out …
Zoom in /out
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Looking for map layers on marine litter…
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Litter on beaches
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Litter on beaches
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Note that the absence of 

collected data in some areas 
does not mean they are free 
from seafloor litter. 

... and on the seabed
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... and on the seabed
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Working together: #EUBeachCleanup



www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.euwww.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu

Reducing marine litter starts on land
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Atlas: www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu

Working together: #MakeEUBlue with #EU4Ocean 

EU4Ocean: www.eu-oceanliteracy.eu
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Examples: EU4Ocean Platform
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Examples: Youth4Ocean Forum



19

Examples: European Blue Schools
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Some other examples of maps ...
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Some other examples of maps ...
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Some other examples of maps ...
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Some other examples of maps ...
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Some other examples of maps ...
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First citizen science map in the Atlas ...
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Climate

Sea level is rising as a result of ocean heating and land ice mass loss. 

By how much does the sea level rise per year (1993 -2019 trend)? 

50 mm 3,3 mm 30 cm
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That is not the answer... 

Let’s try again!
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Climate: 3,3 mm per year



www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu

Climate: 3,3 mm per year
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Mean underwater depth

What is the greatest depth on the European map showing mean underwater 
depth?

6,000 m1,000 m 11,000 m
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That is not the answer... 

Let’s try again!
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Underwater depth: 6,000 m
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Underwater depth in the world...

• The estimate of the average depth of the ocean basins is 3,682 m. 
• The deepest known spot on the planet is Challenger Deep in the Mariana 

Trench, east of the Philippines, at 11,034 m. 

(Bron: https://oceanliteracy.unesco.org/how-deep-is-the-ocean/) 

https://oceanliteracy.unesco.org/how-deep-is-the-ocean/
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Marine litter 

In 2019, a beach cleaning event was organised in Blankenberge (Belgium). 
How much waste was collected?

5,000 kg300 kg 9,000 kg
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That is not the answer... 

Let’s try again!
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Marine litter: 5,000 kg
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EMODnet Secretariat, , CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
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Learning to use the Atlas’ tools in 24 languages !
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Integrating your map in your work with the Atlas’ tools

Print

Share
Embed
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My Maps: Create your own working space in the Atlas and save your maps!
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My Maps: Your working space in the Atlas!

1

1

2

2
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My Maps: Your working space in the Atlas!

Write the description of 

your map or, if you are a 

teacher, prepare questions 

for students

Save



www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu

My Maps: Your working space in the Atlas!

Go back to a map you have saved and modify it
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Video tutorials and EMODnet Virtual exhibition

European Marine Observation and Data Network (EMODnet)
YouTube Channel - European Atlas of the Seas Playlist

Visit the virtual exhibition: https://players.cupix.com/p/WtViUgBQ

https://players.cupix.com/p/WtViUgBQ
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The Teachers Corner: ready-to-use map-based activities

✓ Exercises
✓ Quiz
✓ Games

✓ Posters
✓ Past workshops -presentations
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Play the Atlas Geocaching Game in the Teachers Corner!

Join them!
www.eu-oceanliteracy.eu
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© European Union 2023

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of 
elements that are not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Dive in and explore the European Atlas of the Seas!

www.european-atlas-of-the-seas.eu

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Thank you for 
participating!
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