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1. take steps in 2008 towards a 

European Marine Observation and 

Data Network,

2. and promote the multi-dimensional 

mapping of Member States‘ waters 

in order to improve access 

to high quality data.

Commission will



objectives

• optimising operational costs and reducing delays:

– helping private industry 

– improving the quality of public decision-making 

– strengthening marine scientific research

• increasing competition amongst users of marine 

data 

• reducing uncertainty in knowledge of the oceans



- an observation not made today 

is lost forever

- if not usable, also existing 

observations are lost



Existing data could be better used

• Discovery of Data. 
– Especially difficult outside your own community

• Access to data. 
– Confidentiality 

– Desire of owners to exploit added-value themselves

• Use of data.
– Often restricted to “research”

• Cost of data. 
– Landsat fiasco

• Coherence of Data. 
– Especially cross-disciplinary and cross-border

• Quality of Data. 
– Data unaccompanied by precision estimates is useless



Space data €400 million per year

In-situ data > €1 billion per year 

Current spending in EU







Scales

Observations have to resolve existing scales.

Temporal scales from

o Seconds for tsunami alerts

to

o Centuries for climate effects







How to implement EMODNET?

• Discovery of existing holdings of marine data relevant to the 

identified needs. 

• Performance of a gap analyses to determine where the 

shortcomings in existing data lie for the coastal and open 

oceans.

• Coordinate joint investments in sustainable, efficient observing

systems.

• Removal of the impediments to exchange and effective access 

to data

• Implementing collaboration and governance arrangements to 

sustain the EMODNET: Intergovernmental agreements involving 

the EU and Member States will be essential to provide an 

adequate level of governance and ensure long term 

investments.



May-June  2010

• COMMUNICATION FROM THE  COMMISSION TO THE 

COUNCIL AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: Marine 

Knowledge 2020

– Covers EMODnet, GMES, Data Collection Regulation etc

• Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

AND OF THE COUNCIL concerning the establishment of a 

Programme to support the Integrated Maritime Policy

– Proposes a financing for period 2011-2013

June 4, 2010
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EMODnet



Position paper

http://www.eurogoos.org/documents/eurogoos/downloads/mb_eurogoos_emodnet_vision_

final.pdf



Thanks for your attention


