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Position Paper Environmental NGOs on Aquaculture and CFP
Environmental NGOs are committed to making sure aquaculture is sustainable for people and nature. Here are our main concerns and recommendations for aquaculture within the context of CFP reform.
1. Need for a comprehensive policy framework – a comprehensive legislative framework needs to be created to ensure the sustainable development of fish farming in Europe. This can occur as a separate legislative framework or a comprehensive second pillar within the CFP. The framework policy will outline the objectives and legislative principles for all European aquaculture activities. Aquaculture is a large and growing sector and we believe it merits specific management under a specific European instrument, one which aims to sustainably manage the production of EU aquaculture products and the sale of aquaculture products in European markets. Such an instrument should address:
· animal welfare and slaughtering standards;
· spatial planning;
· environmental impacts (setting clear parameters and limits);
· biodiversity impacts;
· employment conditions;
· sustainability of feeds;
· use of chemicals and pharmaceuticals (for, e.g., sea lice control); 
· escapes of domesticated and/or non-native animals, 
· limiting and eventually eradicating the use of wild caught fish in all stages of aquaculture production, and
· it should also seek to agree common production and labelling standards.
2. Fish feeds: Sustainable sourcing of wild fish for the production of fishmeal and fish oil needs to be a priority. The fish used in fishmeal and fish oil production needs to come from credibly eco-labelled sources, such as the MSC. In the interim whilst these fisheries are undergoing assessment fishmeal and fish oil should be sourced from IFFO RS certified producers   or fisheries with Fishsource scores of average 6 or above and no individual score below 6. More research, including commercial trials should be encouraged into the use of fishmeal and fish oil replacement diets, using vegetable proteins and oils including algae derived, and land animal proteins. However this does not mean we would like to encourage the use of discards in the production of fish feeds and it is critical that the management and reduction of discards are dealt with under the CFP (if there is a separate legislative framework for Aquaculture) or the future fisheries pillar of the CFP, and a market should not be created for a symptom of European fisheries mismanagement
3. Strategic research into replacements for the essential feed ingredients. Fish meal and fish oil contain specific nutrients that make them essential for fish even at low levels. Research into the essential nutrients and how to produce them from alternative sources such as microalgae and yeast would reduce the need for fishmeal and fish oil in the longer term. We do not want to see fishmeal and oil completely eliminated from diets, as we realise they deliver key nutrients for both fish and consumers,  but alternative sources of the essential nutrients found in fishmeal is the only long term solution to sustainable expansion of the industry
4. Integration with other policies
: Although aquaculture activities are covered under the EIA directive, in the implementation of the EIA directive much is left to the Member States, which has resulted in an inconsistent approach to conducting EIAs for aquaculture projects. A more standardised approach to the implementation of the EIA directive is needed, especially in relation to the achievement of objectives under other existing EU legislation. The future aquaculture policy framework should also be coherent and complementary to the Marine Strategy Framework Directive
, Water Framework Directive
 and Birds
 and Habitats
 Directives. 

5. Community Funding: Future financing of aquaculture related activities should only be possible with the effective implementation of the Environmental Impact Assessment
 (EIA) Directive to ensure projects funded do not lead to degradation of the environment or wild fish or shellfish stocks. Funding should also focus mainly on training, research and innovation to improve environmental sustainability of fish farming
For further information, please contact:

Carol Phua, WWF, cphua@wwf.panda.org
Dawn Purchase, MSC, Dawn.Purchase@mcsuk.org

Margreet van Vilsteren, SDN, m.vanvilsteren@noordzee.nl
Charline Gaudin, EBCD, charline.gaudin@ebcd.org
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� Directive 85/337/ECC, as amended by Directive 97/11/EC and 2003/35/EC (the EIA Directive)


� Council Directive 2008/56/EC


� Council Directive � HYPERLINK "http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32000L0060:EN:NOT" \o "2000/60/EC" \t "_blank" �2000/60/EC�


� Council � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/nature/nature_conservation/eu_nature_legislation/birds_directive/index_en.htm" \t "_blank" �Directive 79/409/EEC�


� � HYPERLINK "http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31992L0043:EN:HTML" \o "External Link: Further information on EC Habitats Directive" �Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora�


� Directive 85/337/ECC, as amended by Directive 97/11/EC and 2003/35/EC (the EIA Directive)
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