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EUROPEAN MARITIME DAY IN MY COUNTRY COMMUNICATION TOOLKIT


Dear ocean lover,
With your participation, be it the organisation of an event or the promotion of the campaign, you are supporting ocean action and raising awareness on the importance of our maritime heritage across Europe. Together, we are making waves for our blue planet!
We have prepared this communication toolkit to support the online communication on the European Maritime Day (EMD) in My Country.
Thank you for help make EMD in My Country a reality!
***
In this toolkit you will find:
1) Campaign webpage, official hashtags and handles
2) Ready-made copies in EN for social media
3) Visuals
4) Tips and tricks for filming and taking pictures at your event
5) Guidelines to provide DG MARE with pictures and videos of your event for further promotion Annex: social media handles of  the Commission’s Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE= and the Commission Representations

European Maritime Day in My country in a nutshell
EMD in My Country is the European Commission's campaign to raise awareness about the importance of the ocean and seas and of our maritime heritage.
Your events are the public side of the European Maritime Day, the annual two-day event organised by the European Commission.
EMD in My Country celebrates a shared sense of belonging and cultural heritage with the sea. The objective is for people to realise that activities at sea (coastal tourism, fishing, sailing, shipping, offshore renewable energy, aquaculture etc.) are key for us and EU’s economies.
Hundreds of events are organised every year, bringing together citizens in their local communities.
What's in for me?


You will receive promotional materials to distribute to the event participants Get featured on our website.

1) [bookmark: 1)_Campaign_webpage,_official_hashtags_a][bookmark: _bookmark0]Campaign webpage, official hashtags and handles

Campaign webpage: European Maritime Day In My Country - European Commission

Hashtags
Main hashtag: #EMDInMyCountry
Additional hashtags: #EMD2026 #EUOceanPact

To maximise the visibility, we suggest tagging DG MARE (@EU_MARE on X, @ourocean_EU on Instagram; @EUmaritimefish on Facebook) and the Representation of the European Commission in your country. You can find the handles in the Annex below.

2) [bookmark: 2)_Ready-made_copies_in_EN_for_social_me][bookmark: _bookmark1]Ready-made copies in EN for social media

	
[image: A white x on a black background  Description automatically generated]
	
[image: Icon  Description automatically generated]
	
[image: Icon  Description automatically generated]

	We are part of #EMDInMYCountry! Today we are celebrating our ocean & maritime heritage.
Join us in xxx at xxx for a day of activities! More info à
#EMD2026

	We are thrilled!
Our event is one of many #EMDInMyCountry events celebrating the European Maritime Day across Europe!

With 68000 km of coastline, Europe is strongly connected to the sea; its maritime heritage is woven into our culture, food, and history.

Join us on xxxx at xxxx to discover more about the beauty of our blue planet!

#EMD2026 #EUOceanPact
	Looking for a fun and exciting way to explore the maritime European heritage? Look no further than #EMDInMyCountry.
Check out the series of events happening across Europe that celebrate the unique traditions & customs of each country: we are also there !

#EMD2026 #EUOceanPact



	#DYK that almost 50% of Europeans live less than 50 km far from to sea? Our lives are strongly connected to the blue planet!

Today we are participating in the #EMDInMyCountry to celebrate this connection.
Join our event!
	Join us for a celebration of Europe's rich marine life & maritime heritage at our upcoming EMDInMyCountry event!

Our seas are our home.
Save the date for [insert date and time of event]. Let's come together 
to honour our connection to the sea and work towards a sustainable future for our ocean! #EMDInMyCountry #EMD2026

	Join us for a celebration of Europe's rich marine life & maritime heritage at our upcoming EMDInMyCountry event!

Join us for a day dedicate to our blue planet and act for our ocean!

Save the date: [insert date and time of event]. Let's come together to honour our connection to the sea and work towards a sustainable future for our blue planet! #EMDInMyCountry #EMD2026
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3) [bookmark: 3)_Visuals][bookmark: _bookmark2]Visuals
Social media visuals with the branding of EMD In My Country are available for you:
The visual package is available for download here: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1m8eDugZQ_qcXWU8FVwM1v5sgcEUhRJkF?usp=share_link
4) [bookmark: 4)_Tips_and_tricks_for_filming_and_takin][bookmark: _bookmark3]Tips and tricks for filming and taking pictures at your event
A few tips for the most stunning photos and videos!
· Clean your lens before starting and repeat it regularly during the day. This might sound obvious, but if you are filming at the coast or on a beach, your lens will get dirty easily.
· Before starting, have in mind on which platform you will use the photos and videos. Instagram stories? Shoot in vertical in 16:9. Facebook post? Record or shoot horizontally.
· Be mindful of the light. Too dark or too bright locations won’t deliver the best results.
· Be mindful of the background noise when recording. A very wind beach or very crowded location will affect the sound of your recording. Choose a calmer place to shoot.
· Get the authorisation from the people in your photos and videos to be recorded. Always avoid filming and photographing minors.
5) [bookmark: 5)_Guidelines_to_provide_DG_MARE_with_pi][bookmark: _bookmark4]Guidelines to provide DG MARE with pictures and videos of your event for further promotion

You can send pictures and videos of your event to: MARE-EMD-IMC@ec.europa.eu.

The pictures and videos could be disseminated via DG MARE’s social media and screened at events during the following year.

A few rules should be respected for images and videos shared with DG MARE for further promotion:

· Please make sure that your pictures or videos do not contain any copyright protected work of third parties (for example images, paintings, illustrations, texts, music, buildings etc. to which a third-party holds a copyright). If such material exists, please ensure that you have obtained the necessary rights from the relevant copyright owner.
· Please make sure that the people in your pictures or videos gave you prior written authorisation to be photographed or filmed.

1) Data protection

We advise you to take pictures and videos where people are not identifiable (for example photos taken from the back, atmosphere picture).
If some people are identifiable, please make sure the people you are photographing/filming agreed to be photographed/filmed, and that the Commission can use their image.
We will need to receive the written consent of the people appearing in your video. The forms are available ion this folder, divided by language.
You can find the authorisation form that the identifiable people on the photo/video will need to sign. These forms are available in all languages. Make sure you will transmit us the forms duly signed and filled in. Without them, we won’t be able to use the picture/video footage.
If minors appear on the image/video, the signature(s) of the parents/legal representatives are needed (you will find a dedicate form for minors in the folder that needs to be used in this case).
2) Copyright
Please ensure that you hold the copyright (or have obtained the necessary rights from the copyright holder) for any work shared with DG MARE for further promotion.
When you send a picture or video, please indicate in writing:
· the caption (short description of the image);
· the copyright information (who is the photographer, who owns the picture);
· if any copyright protected work of a third party is included in your picture or video, that you hold all the necessary rights of that work, accompanied by the relevant license or assignment;
· that you, as the copyright owner, authorise the use of your work (picture or video) by the European Commission online, including social media, in promotional videos or presentations about the initiative, for free, for non-commercial purposes, worldwide, for the entire duration of the copyright and with acknowledgement of the source (please note that this permission should be written and explicit).
Other points to have in mind, to have the best possible video:
· film horizontally! We will edit the footage to adapt it to vertical products, but horizontal is best for big screened.
· film in high quality. It is very important! 4k is the preferred option.
· check the light – very bright or very dark location should be avoided.
· when filming in open or crowded spaces, you are mindful of the background noise: it could be voices or wind, they will disrupt your final recording.

ANNEX – Social Media handles of Commission Representations in all EU countries
To maximise the visibility, we suggest tagging DG MARE and the Representation of the European Commission in your country. You can find the handles in the table below.
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	European Commission, DG MARE
	@EU_MARE
	@ourocean_eu
	@EUmaritimefish

	Representation
AUSTRIA
	@EUKommWien
	@eukommission_at
	@ekoesterreich

	Representation
BELGIUM
	@EU4BE
	@eu4be
	@EU4BE

	Representation
BULGARIA
	@ECinBulgaria
	//
	@ECinBulgaria

	Representation
CYPRUS
	@EUCYPRUS
	@euincy
	@ec.cyprus

	Representation
CZEK REPUBLIC
	@ZEK_Praha
	@evropskakomise
	@evropskakomise.cz

	Representation
GERMANY
	@EUinDE
	@eukommission
	@eu.kommission

	Representation
DENMARK
	@euidanmark
	@euidanmark
	@euidanmark

	Representation
ESTONIA
	@EuroopaKomisjon
	@euroopakomisjon
	@euroopakomisjon

	Representation
GREECE
	@EEAthina
	@ee_athina
	@EURepresentationGreece

	Representation
SPAIN
	@comisioneuropea
	@comisioneuropea
	@comisioneuropea

	Representation
FINLAND
	@EUkomissio
	@eukomissio
	@euroopankomissiosuomessa

	Representation
FRANCE
	@UEfrance
	@uefrance
	@UEenFrance

	Representation
CROATIA
	@EK_Hrvatska
	@ekhrvatska
	@europska.komisija.zagreb

	Representation
HUNGARY
	@EC_Budapest
	@europai_bizottsag
	@EuropaiBizottsag
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	Representation
IRELAND
	@eurireland
	@euireland
	@EUIreland

	Representation
ITALY
	@europainitalia
	@europainitalia
	@europainitalia

	Representation
LITHUANIA
	@MariusVascega
	@europoskomisija
	@Europos

	Representation
LUXEMBOURG
	@UE_Luxembourg
	@ue_luxembour
	@UEauLuxembourg

	Representation
LATVIA
	@EiropasKomisija
	@eiropaskomisija
	@EiropasKomisija

	Representation
MALTA
	@ECRepMalta
	@euinmalta
	@KummissjoniEwropea

	Representation
NETHERLANDS
	@EUinNL
	@euinnl
	@EUinNL

	Representation
POLAND
	@EUinPL
	@komisjaeuropejska
	@komisjaeuropejska

	Representation
PORTUGAL
	@CE_PTrep
	@comissao_europeia_pt
	@RepresentacaoComissaoEuropeia

	Representation
ROMANIA
	@RCERomania
	@comisiaeuropeana
	@comisia.europeana.in.romania

	Representation
SWEDEN
	@EC_StockholmRep
	@eukommissionen
	@EUkommissionen

	Representation
SLOVENIA
	@EKvSloveniji
	@evropska_komisija
	@evropska.komisija

	Representation
SLOVAKIA
	@ZEKvSR
	@europa.sk
	@zekvsr
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