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The European Commission adopted the Communication on the "EU and the Arctic Region" 
(COM (2008) 763) on 20 November 2008. This document which forms the first layer of an 
EU Arctic policy puts a strong emphasis on the role and involvement of the indigenous 
peoples of the Arctic. Specifically, the European Commission commits itself to "Engage 
Arctic indigenous peoples in a regular dialogue". The Council in its Conclusions on Arctic 
Issues of 8 December 2009 has also underlined the importance of supporting sustainable 
development for indigenous peoples and welcomed the Commission proposal to engage in a 
broad dialogue with Arctic indigenous peoples on the basis of respect for their rights. With 
reference thereto, the European Commission organised an 'Arctic Dialogue' workshop on 9 
March 2010 at the Berlaymont Building in Brussels that aimed to gather a representative 
sample of indigenous stakeholders in the Arctic. The goal of the workshop was to establish a 
constructive dialogue on areas and means of cooperation between the Commission and Arctic 
indigenous peoples1.  
 
The meeting was attended by several high-level representatives of the Arctic indigenous 
peoples, representatives of the relevant Commission services and the representatives of some 
Arctic States. The complete list of participants is attached to the note.  
 
Following a short introduction on the Commission policies regarding the Arctic region and 
indigenous peoples issues, the organisations representing the indigenous peoples were given 
the opportunity to make introductory statements. The initiative was generally well appreciated 
by the participants of the workshop. The speakers underlined the importance of involving 
indigenous peoples' representatives effectively in all decision-making processes that affect 
them. Several associations present expressed their disappointment with the approach taken by 
the EU on the regulation on trade in seal products. Some representatives of the Arctic 
indigenous peoples questioned the fact that the government representatives were present at the 
meeting. The Commission explained that it tried to ensure a full transparency of the process.  
 
There were no definitive conclusions as to the format of the future dialogue. However, the 
participants put forward several ideas: 

• working group on indigenous peoples issues under Northern Dimension policy 
• inclusion of  issues on Arctic indigenous peoples in bilateral relationships 
• formal memorandum of understanding 

                                                 
1 The text of the documents cited you may find at our website:   http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/arctic_overview_en.html 
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• developing set of guiding principles 
• indigenous peoples' office in Brussels 
• Sami Parliament's role vis-à-vis Lisbon Treaty 
• coordination with EU in international organisations 
• communication via Arctic Council Indigenous Peoples Secretariat 

 
As regards the content of such a dialogue, among the various items suggested for further 
discussion were the following: 

• promoting rights of indigenous peoples at international level 
• enhanced global governance in the Arctic  
• education and capacity building 
• research incorporating traditional knowledge 
• climate change: mitigation, adaptation, use of traditional knowledge, short lived 

climate change forcers, socio-economic impacts 
• transboundary pollutants 
• human health and social issues 
• biodiversity 
• animal products 
• corporate social responsibility (e.g. code of conduct for industries) 
• maritime transport (e.g. shipping standards, safety, future transportation routes/ 

passages, emergency response, Arctic tourism, including cruise ship tourism) 
• upcoming EU legislation relevant for the Arctic indigenous peoples 
• revolving list of issues 

 
It was generally concluded that the meeting was a useful attempt at exploring the options for 
future dialogue between the European Commission with the Arctic indigenous peoples. The 
objectives and working arrangements of the cooperation will require further reflection and 
discussion. 
 
                                                                                 

Eddy Hartog 
Head of Unit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Annex:  The list of participants 
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