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In the previous sessions the characteristics of the fleet of traditional ships has been shown. 
We think that it is worth to preserve this fleet not only for some interested owners, but also for the general audience and society. 
The best preservation is possible when ships are in operation. 
· First there is a daily maintenance when using a ship, something that is impossible for stationary museum ships

· Secondly the usage of the ships also preserves craftsmanship and skills, which will be lost if only the hull remains in a shelter. This is the intangible heritage, which is so important to cherish.
· Thirdly it is more interesting for general public if the fleet can be seen active and in its natural environment and in combination with stationary maritime heritage like ports and canals.
Stands EMH alone in this vision? 
Sometimes it looks like that. In day to day practice the traditional ships in operation meet a variety of laws and regulations that make live for them hardly possible. 
Nearly always the main obstacle is that all new regulations make no difference between traditional and modern ships. It is becoming even worse if we consider that the most practical way to earn some money for the maintenance of our ships (we say: No income, no upkeep!) is to take guests on board and as soon as there are more then 12 guests enjoying the ship you have become a passenger vessel and have to comply with many international conventions like the IMO conventions Solas (Safety of Lives at Sea) and Marpol (Maritime Pollution) and the ILO Maritime Labour Convention. 
An important question for this session is whether we can find a solution for this paradox: We like to sail these ships safe but we don’t like to be confronted with the regulations for new build ships.

Are there any examples from other view points? Yes, they are there:

· In the preparation of the European Guideline on Inland shipping the Euro parliament has in 1998 voted for an amendment to draft a special chapter to protect traditional ships. In the meantime the guideline EU 2006/87 has come into force although this chapter 19 is still empty, but the principle point is taken.

The EMH proposal is that traditional ships first try to comply with modern regulations (because we like to offer safety to our guests) and only if this in conflict with the authenticity of the ship we like to have equivalent regulations or exemptions.

· The council of Europe has voted for Resolution 1486 in 2000 and explicitly asks the national administration to have special consideration with traditional ships.

· In 2000 nine European countries have decided to sign a Memorandum of Understanding. They had each national regulations for their traditional fleet and wanted to facilitate visits to foreign ports and events. Today this MoU is under discussion, especially whether it is in conflict with the international conventions

· The EU has developped a new integrated maritime policy. In the first discussion paper, the Green paper, the maritime heritage sector had a whole chapter, but even in the final version of the Maritime Policy there is an acknowledgement of the importance of maritime heritage and it is even one of the reasons to organize this Maritime Day.

· The first European administration that recognises in its legislation traditional ships as (moving) monuments is the Belgium region Flanders

· In Spain there is a discussion going on to introduce moving objects like ships in the monument legislation.
· STI (Sail training international) and the Norwegian shipping administration have closely cooperated to introduce a clear definition for sail training vessels in the Special Purpose Code of the Solas convention.
· There is an ongoing discussion between Denmark, Germany and the Netherlands whether this kind of ships have to follow the regulations for modern ships and the European Commission has been asked for its vision in this discussion. In this case the special question is whether sailing vessel (as not being propelled by mechanical means) have to comply with the guideline for national voyages and ultimately with Solas.
But in spite of all these efforts the regulatory issue is still hanging over the traditional fleet in operation like a sword of Damocles. If not a sustainable solution will be found the fleet will disappear forever.

I have invited two speakers to answer two questions from their point of view and I hope that many of the attendees will join in the discussion afterwards:

1. Is it really important to keep the traditional fleet in operation?

2. How should we handle the regulatory issue and grant these vessels a future?

My first guest is Alan Edenborough from Australia, member of the board of ICMM, International Council of Maritime Museums, and the thriving force behind the rescue and restoration of the ship James Craig
My second guest is Jaime Rodrigo, maritime lawyer.

From: An Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union (2007)
4.5. Raising the Visibility of Maritime Europe

Stakeholders have clearly expressed the view that the process of developing an EU Maritime

Policy has been useful in raising public awareness of the value of the maritime economy and heritage, and is creating a sense of common purpose and identity between stakeholders.

An Integrated Maritime Policy should seek to raise the visibility of Maritime Europe, and improve the image of maritime activities and the seafaring professions.

It should also promote Europe's maritime heritage, supporting maritime communities, including port-cities and traditional fisheries communities, their artefacts and traditional skills, and promoting links between them that enhance their knowledge and visibility.

The Commission will:

· launch a European Atlas of the Seas as an educational tool and as a means of highlighting our common maritime heritage;

· propose the celebration of an annual European Maritime Day as from 2008, raising the visibility of maritime affairs and promoting links between maritime heritage organisations, museums and aquaria.

Recommendation 1486 (2000)[1]
Maritime and fluvial cultural heritage
xv. support and encourage public and private bodies and voluntary associations which preserve historic vessels, or life-size or large scale replicas, in working order;

xvi. encourage the display and use of these vessels for the education and enjoyment of the general public, 

xvii. encourage further development of a system of mutual acceptability by the maritime authorities of nation states of standards for the safe operation of traditional vessels in European waters. 

