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Good Environmental Status (GES)

DETERMINATION of GES (Art.9)

GES shall be determined at the level of Marine Region (or subregion),

on the basis of the “qualitative descriptors” in Annex |
taking into account indicative lists of Elements in Annex I11:

Tab.1l: characteristics: physical and chemical features, habitat types,
biological features and hydromorphology

Tab. 2: pressure and impacts of human activities



Annex | Annex 111

Qualitative descriptors Characteristics

Physical and chemical
eTopography, bathymetry
e Nutrients, 02

D 2 Non-indigenous species Habitat types

_ _ e Predominant seabed and water column
D 3 Fisheries habitat types

D 4 Food webs Biological features

e Phytoplankton, Zooplankton
D 5 Eutrophication e benthic flora and fauna

e Fish populations

D 6 Seafloor integrity e Marine mammals

e Birds

Others
D 8 Contaminants e Contaminants in sediment and biota

D 1 Biodiversity

D 7 Hydrographic conditions

Pressures / Impacts

D 9 Contaminants in seafood
e smothering, sealing

D 10 Litter  physical damage

e underwater noise

D 11 Energy introduction e litter

(noise) e nutrients input

e introduction of non-indigenous species
e fishery




Art. 9. 3:

Criteria and methodological standards to be used by MSs, for the
determination of GES shall be laid down, on the basis of Annexes |
and 111, by EC (regulatory procedure with scrutiny) by 15 July
2010, to ensure consistency and to allow for comparison between
marine regions/subregions

Preparation of the scientific basis for the development of criteria
and methodological standards for GES: EC commissioned JRC and ICES to
set up and coordinate Task Groups

+ consulting with MSs, stakeholders and Regional Sea Conventions
(WG GES)




(3) One major finding of such
scientific and technical work is
that there is a substantial need to
develop additional scientific
understanding for assessing good
environmental status in a coherent
and holistic manner to support the
ecosystem-based approach to
management. An improved
scientific knowledge needs to be
developed, in particular through
the Communication ‘A European
Strategy for Marine and Maritime
Research. ......
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COMMISSION DECISTOM
of 1 September 2010
{natified under docsment C{2010) 5956)
{Text with EEA relevance)
(201047 7/EL)

THE EUEOFEAN COMMISSION,

Having regard to dhe Treary on the Functdoning of the European
Uniom,

Having regard o dhe Directive J00B[56/EC of the Eurcpean
Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 2008 eseablishing a
framewark for DDI'J'ITH.II'JI[‘)" acdon in the field of marine envi-
ronmeneal policy (Marine Framevwork Direcsve) (), and
in parricular, .r\.mde 9UH m

Whersas:

1) The criteria for the achievermene of d environmental
mmhmﬁnﬂpumtfm’ﬂudewlopmmd
coherens |.|1-rhe preparasory ul-'

ra.rgets.ml}edmd-npad.mac" and ooord d
manner in the framework of the requirement of regional
Cooperasion.

27 The Commission has consulted all imterested pardes,
inchading ional sea conventions, in pamicular on the

sciencific rechnical assessmens pre d by che Task
Groups set u h}the]mkeﬁaamgaganu'eandrhe
International Coundl on Exploration of dhe Seas o
suppon the developrment oE criseria and methodological
stamdards.

Ome major finding of swuch sciendfic and technical

is that is a substandal need oo develop additior
scientific understanding for asssssing goo i
mmacdmmmd}uﬂmmanmrmsuppmtrhe
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approach o
sriencific knowledpe needs o I:le d.evelnped, in pau’ucu]ar
:hmugh the Commumicarion ‘A Furopean

Marine Maritime Research. A coherent Eumpea.n
st:ea.ldt Area framework in of a sustainable
use of oceans and seas’ (), in the framework of che
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with odher Union legislasion and policies. Ik isa]suanpru-
priz= 0 iu=grate lacer om in che the forth-
cuq‘li.gg] experience o be d.etdupama.timal and

o level in the implementasion of dhe 1
of the marine swrasegies listed in icke 5(2)a) of
Direceive 2008]56/EC

15t It is dherefore appropriace chae che Commission revises
this Dedsion in the framework of Ardcle 25(3) of
Directive 2008/36/EC. In addition to revising critesia,

the fisrther -d.ew.'lupnm: of methodal standards is
required, in close coordination with the establishmem of
maonivoring programmes. This revision should be carried

out as soon a5 possible afer the completion of the
amessment  required in Amicle 12 of Direcive
ZUI!}B]ISEJ'EC in dfme o supju:-n a swocessful updare of

ies thar are by 2018 pursuane o

that Directive, as a furcther contribision
This &5 coheremt with dhe fact

Alude 17
o adapive ErmEns.
that the derermination of pood environmensal seatus may
hawe to be adapeed over time, taking imvo account the
amic nature of marine ec , their narural varia-
bility, and the face that che pressures and impaces on
th_m may vary vrrr]t the m]utlun of different panerns
of human actviey and the impact of climare change.

15} MMaFurgmdmmmtalmhqum
exist olrllga.:nns d.evdnpumnu n the conrex: of
app lepislasion,  including Direcive
2000/60/EC of the Furopean Parlizment and of the
Council of 23 Oceober 2000 esablishing a framework
for Community action in che field of waser policy ()
which applies o coasezl waters, a5 well as Council
Diirecrive 9'-'|-43||'EF_E of 21 May 1992 on the conser-
vation of nacsral hebitaes and of wild feuna and
flora [*), Direcdwve 2009147 of the Furopean
Parlizment and of the C of 30 Movember 2009
on the mmnofmldhmis-,“h, and a number of
in the framework of the commeon
Eishenu icy, also imeo E.I:DD'l.I]'I't.. where appro-
LnFm'ma.umn and knowledge and.
appma.rhes developed i che framework of
conventions. As this Decision mnmbuhes o the
development of che of good environmental
stass of marine waters, it suppons in relaton to
marine ecosystems the process to revise the biodiversicy
smategy of the Eurg, Union beyond 2010 and the
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Annex |
Descriptors for GES determination

Eutrophication
Biodiversity

Hydrographic conditions
Non-indigenous species

_ : Contaminants
Fish populations

Contaminants in seafood
Food webs

Seafloor integrity

Energy introduction (noise)




COM Decision on GES
Criteria for biodiversity descriptors

BIODIVERSITY NON-INDIGENOUS SPECIES

Species distribution o _
«Population size = Abundance of non-indigenous species

ePopulation condition e Impact of invasive species

eHabitat distribution
eHabitat extent

eEcosystem structure e Level of pressure of fishing
e Reproductive capacity of the stock

e Population age and size distribution

SEAFLOOR INTEGRITY

ePhysical damage and substrate characteristics
eCondition of benthic community




COM Decision on GES
Criteria for descriptors more related to water quality

EUTROPHICATION

e Nutrients levels

e Direct and indirect effects of nutrients
enrichment

CONTAMINANTS

e Concentrations

e Effects

HYDROGRAPHICAL CONDITIONS

e Spatial characterization of alterations

e Impacts of hydrographical changes

CONTAMINANTS in seafood
(human consumption)

e Level, number and frequency of
contaminants




COM Decision on GES
Criteria for descriptors requiring further development

LITTER

e Characteristics: amounts trends (ashore,
water column, seafloor) and composition
of microparticles

» Impacts on marine life

ENERGY INTRODUCTION (noise)

e Distribution (temporal/spatial) of loud, low and
mid frequency impulsive sound

e Continuous low frequency sound




Themes requiring further development in relation to GES

Common issues across all descriptors
- how to integrate the different criteria within each descriptors
- development of methodological standards where not yet available
- research needs for some indicators

How to aggregate the findings on all descriptors to obtain an overall
assessment of the status

Gaps and Research needs for specific descriptors

Different levels of scientific background, knowledge and development between
descriptors and also within the different marine Regions
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