(09/12/2009)
Work programme of the ACFA for 2010 
Adopted by the Plenary of  ACFA on 09/12/2009 
Subjects are proposed to the Committee to be dealt with on the agendas of the Committee or its Working Groups during 2010, for debate, consultation, or information. 

A first list of subjects issued by the Secretariat and the organisations of the ACFA was examined by the ACFA Bureau at its meeting on 8 December 2009. On the basis of this examination and further modifications, the Bureau asked the Secretariat to adopt a draft final work programme which has been presented for adoption at the plenary session of the ACFA on 9 of December at the suggestion of its Bureau.

Each subject on the work programme was placed in one of the Working Groups most appropriate to it. The way of approaching each subject will be specify in the draft agenda by one of the following annotations: 

® :

debate (on the initiative of the ACFA and/or the Commission) 

© :

consultation (prior to the adoption of a proposal by the Commission) 

(I) :

information (following the adoption of a proposal by the Commission) 

The aim of each Working Group was to produce, where necessary 

A draft opinion on the subjects on which it was consulted 

A draft own-initiative opinion for the subjects of debate 

A draft resolution for the subjects of which it was informed 

The draft opinions or resolutions were proposed for adoption by the plenary session. It was the Bureau's responsibility to organise all this work. Recourse to opinions via written consultation was foreseen in cases of urgency on a decision of the Bureau. 

--- o0o-- - 

GROUP I: Access to resources, management of fishing activities and general questions
1.
General issues and external fisheries
1.
Small Scale fisheries: reflection on how to provide them with a fair treatment

2. Research programmes on the 7th framework programme relating to the fisheries sector.
3. Technological platform for fisheries

2.
Environmental issues 

1.  Commission Communication on a Community Plan of action for reducing incidental catches of seabirds in fishing gears:

- Interim results of the Commission study to collect data on fisheries/seabirds interactions (end of 2010)

2. Implementation of the CPOA on sharks (including Finning Regulation)

3. CITES

3.
Conservation and Management measures 

1. Communication from the Commission – Consultation on  Fishing Opportunities for 2011:  Policy Statement from the European Commission (
2.
Presentation of Scientific Advices (meeting with RACs) (around July)
3.  
TACs and quotas (Joint meeting with RACs – Sept/Oct)
4.    Member States' annual report on their efforts to reduce over-capacity
5.     Fishing rights management systems
6.    How to improve scientists/stakeholders relationships (experiences in the different Member States). 

GROUP II: Aquaculture

A.
Aquatic animal health and welfare issues
1.
Veterinary Medicines in aquaculture

2.
Availability & use of vaccines
B.
Live-stock farming standards
1.
Animal and fish feed developments
a) 
Regulations
b) 
Composition & Manufacture

2.
Labelling of aquaculture products (report to WG3)

a)
Ecolabelling

b)
Updates on WWF dialogues (salmon, trout)

c)
ISO standards

C.
Structural Measures
1.
Policy reviews

a)
Aquaculture and CMO review

b)
Aquaculture and CFP reform
c)
Integration of the Commission’s Strategy on Aquaculture
2.
Promotion of European Aquaculture

a)
Education and consumer information on aquaculture products

b)
Trans-national promotion campaigns

3.
Research and European Aquaculture Technological Innovation Platform

a)
Strategic Research Agendas
4.
International actions in Aquaculture (COFI, GFCM/CAO, EIFAC, etc.)

a)
FAO review on Codes of Practice
5.
Aquaculture and environment

a)
Actions on predators (as for example, cormorants)
6.
Shellfish and water quality

7.
Biotoxins

8.
Microbiological standards for shellfish
9.
Reflection on a proposal of shellfish Regulation (on ACFA's initiative) 


a) Support for the restocking, safeguard plan


b) Good Practices framework for the production


c) Good Practices framework for hatcheries and nurseries

d) Socio-economic observatory

10.
Implementing Regulation on "Bio"
GROUP III: Markets and commercial policy 

1. CMO (Common Market Organisation)
a. Revision of the Common Market Organisation (Regulation 104/2000)

i. Ongoing studies, seminars and dialogue with Stakeholders 

ii. Priorities and options for the reform on:

1. Organisation of the sector (including aquaculture)

2. Financial intervention 

3. Marketing standards

4. Marketing, promotion, information to consumers

5. Trade policy

b. 2011 Guide prices (First half  and October  2010) 
2. Supply, markets and Trade 

a. Evaluation of the general market situation: first sale price, cost structure, consumption trends… 
b. Supply (Status and Trends) 
i. Monitoring of Community imports and tariff situation 

ii. Impact of Recovery plans on markets for 2010 
iii. Supply and demand of finfish in the EU (presentation of the AIPCE-Finfish Study 2009) 

c. Trade
i. Implementation of IUU-Regulation

ii. Free trade agreements 
iii. WTO 
iv. Rules of origin
v. Marketing of dogfish, eels and tuna  in the EU in the respect of CITES
vi. European Market Observatory for fisheries and aquaculture products

vii. Analysis of statistical data on the fish processing industry (comparison of data from Eurostat with data from the Data Collection Regulation)
3. Markets Developments 

a. Information to consumers 
i. Commission initiative on minimum criteria for sustainable fishing labelling 
ii. Information to consumers from NGOs and others (consumer guides, seafood Red-List, fair trade labels …) 

iii. Labelling of fisheries and aquaculture products in the Member States - Implementation of Commission Regulation (EC) N° 2065/2001
iv. Consumer information Regulation

v. Health claims for fisheries and aquaculture products 

b. Traceability for fisheries and aquaculture products.

c. Implementation of the Control Regulation (issues related to trade and markets)

d. CFP Reform

e. CITES (in March) 

4. Food safety 

a. European Food Safety Authority
b. Codex Alimentarius 
c. Contaminant Legislation relevant for fish, aquaculture and fishery products 
d. Rapid Alert System
GROUP IV: General questions: economy and analysis of the sector 
1.
CFP REFORM

1.
Following up to the Green Paper :

- Main conclusions of the consultation


- Main options identified and results of the impact assessment

2.
GOVERNANCE

1. 
Functioning of ACFA 


2.
Lisbon Treaty and relationship with the European Parliament 
3.
GENERAL ISSUES

1.
FIFG ex post evaluation

2.
European Fisheries Fund implementation
3.
Integrated Maritime Policy
- Latest events

- Working paper on the Guardians of the Sea: the role of the fisheries sector in the wider context of IMP 
4.
Communication from the Commission on Maritime Spatial Planning in the EU 

5.
Commission Communication on an action Plan for a European Marine Observation and Data Network 

4. 
MONITORING AND CONTROL

1.
Control Regulation


2.
IUU Regulation
3.
Port State Control: Progress report on the ratification and provisional implementation of the EU of the UN Agreement on Port State Measures to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing
