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	EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR MARITIME AFFAIRS AND FISHERIES




Atlantic Forum 

1. Vision

The enormous economic potential of our seas and oceans remains largely untapped. Ocean energies, seabed mining, marine biotechnology and other emerging sectors as well as a revitalization of traditional activities such as fisheries, aquaculture and tourism can contribute to the development of a “blue economy” in Europe that can provide jobs and spur economic growth. Innovation and technology will drive this new economy. Europe has developed technologies to build platforms at sea that can withstand hurricanes, submarines that can reach the deep ocean floor, sensor technologies that can see what is there and the robotics technology to bring what is there to the surface. These and many other advances in technology mean that we are now in a position to benefit from the economic potential of the sea in a sustainable manner.

The Communication from the European Commission on an Atlantic strategy
 considered how EU-level action could help in exploiting these new opportunities, as well as outlining the challenges we face – reduction of Europe's carbon footprint, sustainable exploitation of seafloor resources, and dealing with risks and emergencies. A number of these require engagement from all states with an Atlantic coastline and all will have a part to play. The strategy was given a strong kick-off at the Lisbon Atlantic Conference on 28-29 November 2011. The commitment and interest of a number of Member States to grow their Atlantic economies was impressive.

In the immediate future, implementation of the strategy will focus on the five EU Member States that have Atlantic shorelines – France, Ireland, Portugal, Spain and the United Kingdom. They have a unique window of opportunity to work together and with the Commission to consider what action they could take in order to take 

A new financial framework for the EU will begin in 2014 covering the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the European Social Fund (ESF), the Cohesion Fund (CF), the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and the future European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF). A description of the main EU funding programmes for the period 2014-2020 is given in Annex 1. 
Marine and maritime-related projects need to be positioned in order to benefit from these funding sources, as well as from the Horizon 2020 research programme and other funding sources. But the window of opportunity for identifying suitable projects is narrow. Partnership Contracts will be drawn up between Member States and the Commission in the second half of 2012 that will set the direction of spending by identifying agreed priority actions for the 2014-2020 period. And operational programmes for regional development and work programmes for research will be beginning to take shape from the start of 2013. We need to ensure that these Partnership Contracts and operational programmes contribute to growth and jobs in the Atlantic area by putting in place new infrastructure to support the blue economy and by developing innovative ideas to face common challenges. The first step must therefore be to identify agreed areas for action and suitable projects that should be able to benefit from post-2014 EU funding.
To do this, the Commission has proposed the establishment of an Atlantic Forum. The European Parliament tabled a proposal for funding of €1.2 million in the 2012 budgetary process to support its operation. The Forum will gather ideas for concrete action from the local level that will then be reviewed and refined through a transparent process involving all relevant stakeholders. Agreed priority actions and projects would then be endorsed through the publication of an Action Plan which should help to inform discussions on partnership contracts and operational programmes. Whilst the identification of Atlantic-specific projects cannot prejudge final decisions on disbursement of funding, well-thought-out, ready-to-roll projects with genuine political and community support that can add real value to the Atlantic economy will certainly be in a strong position. 
It is important to note, however, that the response to the Atlantic strategy should not be limited to affecting the way that EU funding is targeted. Other sources of financing will be available to fund relevant, value-adding projects in the Atlantic area: through public-private partnerships, or funding through the European Investment Bank, for example. The public sector will also have a role in reducing barriers to investment in the blue economy. Private sources of funding could also be crucial in delivering projects that are identified by the Atlantic Forum. A strong partnership between business and the public sector will be critical in ensuring the success of the strategy over the long term.
2. Objective

The Atlantic Forum should identify the priority actions and projects to be proposed for future funding and that would contribute the creation of sustainable jobs and growth in the Atlantic area, through the involvement of the Atlantic Member States, local authorities and other interested parties. 

3. Key  actors

The Forum process will be inclusive. It will be given political leadership by a high level group representing the five Atlantic states, the European Parliament, Committee of the Regions, Economic and Social Committee and the Commission. Input and ideas will be sought from all relevant stakeholders – regional and local actors, the business community and national decision-makers. 

3.1. Leadership Group

A Leadership Group will be set up to give political guidance to the Atlantic Forum, to ensure that it complies with the Forum's mandate as defined in the Atlantic Strategy, to endorse the Forum's objectives, process and outcomes. The Leadership Group will meet at the beginning of 2012, at an interim stage mid-2012, and to review the draft Action Plan in autumn 2012. Additional meetings or written consultations may be called as required. It will be composed of high level representatives of the EU institutions (Commission, Parliament, Committee of Regions, Economic and Social Committee) and of Atlantic Member States. 

As work to identify priority actions and projects will run concurrently with wider negotiations on funding instruments under the Multiannual Financial Framework (see Annex 1), and the negotiation of Partnership Contracts with Member States and the Commission. It will therefore be important that the Leadership Group has an overall picture at its disposal of progress on all fronts, so that it can guide the Forum as necessary.
3.2. Steering Group
A Steering Group will be established, reporting to the Leadership Group. It will be responsible for reviewing inputs from the Atlantic Forum on an ongoing basis. The Steering Group will also facilitate the organisation of stakeholder events in Members States, notably by identifying those interested parties who should be involved. 

The Steering Group will meet on a regular basis (approximately every 2 months) to ensure effective running of the Atlantic Forum, the quality and timely delivery of its outputs. The Steering Group's composition will mirror the Leadership Group at operational level, i.e. it will be composed of representatives of the EU institutions (Commission, Parliament, Committee of Regions, Economic and Social Committee) and of Atlantic Member States. The Steering Group will also include representatives of local authorities. Observer's status could be given to other important actors. 

3.3. Directorate-General Maritime Affairs and Fisheries

The Atlantic Forum will be led by the European Commission, Directorate-General Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE), in cooperation with the Directorate-General for Regional Policy (DG REGIO). The Commission will be responsible for the disbursement of funds allocated to the Atlantic Forum in the EU budget for 2012.

3.4. European Parliament

The European Parliament will have an important role in the Forum. It will prepare a report on the Atlantic strategy by October 2012, which will serve as an important reference point in the Commission’s draft Action Plan. It may also organise hearings on the Atlantic strategy as part of its work on the report. This will provide important opportunities for stakeholders to put forward their views on possible priority actions and projects.
4. Process and timeline

The European Commission will begin preparations for the Forum by visiting the five Atlantic Members States in February and March 2012. These meetings should involve representatives from central government (responsible for both EU funding and maritime policy) and with regional representatives. The aim of these meetings will be to encourage Member States to begin work on identifying priority actions and potential projects that could be included in a draft Action Plan. Priority actions and projects should be proposed by mid-April. At present, the schedule for these meetings is as follows (to be confirmed):

Ireland: 6 or 7 February (Dublin)
France: 17 February or 1 March (Paris)
United Kingdom: 6 or 9 March (London)
Spain: 13 or 16 March (Madrid)
Portugal: 12 or 15 March (Lisbon) 

Based on input received from Member States, and following review by the Steering Group, the Commission will prepare a consultation document for interested parties by summer 2012. The consultation should run until September 2012. A dedicated website on the Atlantic Forum will be set up to facilitate communication and document sharing between stakeholders. 

Concurrently with this consultation process, the Commission will organise, in cooperation with the Members States and the European Parliament, a series of stakeholder events that will aim to refine and review the proposals for priority actions and projects in the consultation paper.

Following the outcome of the consultation process, the Commission will prepare a draft Action Plan. The timing of release of this draft Action Plan will be coordinated with the European Parliament. Further stakeholder events will take place in autumn 2012 on the basis of the draft Action Plan. An Action Plan should be agreed by November 2012 that will allow its results to feed into discussions on national Partnership Contracts. An event closing the Forum could take place in Brussels in early 2013. The final Action Plan should then be put forward for adoption by the Commission in the spring 2013.

The following calendar of events is under consideration: 
· France, Brest, 12 or 16 July
: "shipping and marine tourism"

· Ireland, Dublin, 13 or 14 September: "science and research"

· Spain, Bilbao, 27 or 28 September: "responding to threats and emergencies"

· UK, Glasgow, 18 or 19 October: "ocean energy"

· Portugal, Azores, 8 or 9 November: "the sea-floor's natural resources"

· Brussels, 18 or 19 January 2013: closing event

Apart from events financed by the Commission, stakeholders may wish to set up other meetings and events, whose results would also feed into the preparation of the Action Plan. 

The overall timeline for the Atlantic Forum would therefore look as follows:
	February 2012
	Leadership Group kick-off meeting

	February-March 2012
	Visits to Atlantic Member States by the Commission

	Mid-April 2012
	Deadline for national input on priority actions and projects

	June 2012
	Consultation paper

	June 2012
	Mid-term Leadership Group meeting

	July-November 2012
	Stakeholders events

	November 2012
	draft Action Plan

	January 2013
	Closing event

	March 2013
	adoption of Action Plan


5. Resources

A budget of € 1.2 million will be available for the Atlantic Forum for 2012-2013, following the adoption of a preparatory action by the Budgetary Authority. This budget will not be accessible for commitments before the spring 2012, so the Forum will start benefitting from technical assistance and support for event organisation from summer 2012. The events foreseen to run from July 2012 to January 2013 may therefore be financed on the basis of the funds available through the preparatory action. 

6. next steps
When an Action Plan has been adopted, the Atlantic Forum will be deemed to have completed its mandate. As announced in the Atlantic strategy, it will then be dissolved.  
Actions and projects identified by the Atlantic Forum and included in the final Action Plan can then be proposed in the frame of the EU funding 2014-2020 without any commitment from the Commission or any other responsible body on their selection for funding, as the appropriate selection procedures will being applied for all project proposals. However, it should be made clear that it is only Member States that will have the capacity to include identified priorities into their national and/or regional programming for EU structural funds (e.g. into transnational programmes under the European Regional Development Fund). It will therefore ultimately be for Member States (and not for the Commission) to select which of the Forum's proposals best match their own over-arching policy objectives and include them in their own funding proposals. 

A reporting mechanism will need to be put in place so that it will be possible to determine, by 2020, the extent to which the priority actions and projects identified by the Action Plan have been set in motion, and to understand what the added value of these projects has been to the Atlantic area.
Annex 1 
EU Funding Instruments 2014-2020 
Multiannual Financial Framework
In March 2010, the Commission adopted its communication Europe 2020, a strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth
, designed to deliver a high level of employment, productivity and social cohesion. The EU’s funding instruments for the period 2014-2020 are designed to support Member States’ efforts to promote economic reform. A Common Strategic Framework will translate the Europe 2020 objectives and targets into concrete investment priorities for cohesion policy, rural development (European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, EAFRD) and maritime and fisheries policy (European Maritime and Fisheries Fund, EMFF), including for sea-basins such as the Atlantic. The Commission is expected to adopt a Communication on the Common Strategic Framework soon, followed by a public consultation. 
The Commission’s proposal for the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF)
 for 2014-2020 amounts to over €650 billion (see table below). The Commission has presented a set of regulations laying down the objectives and management of the EU funds in the period 2014-2020, covering cohesion policy, maritime affairs and fisheries, research and innovation, environment and climate, competitiveness. The new proposals are designed to ensure that EU investment is targeted on Europe's long-term goals for growth and jobs. These regulations will be discussed by the Council and European Parliament during the course of 2012-2013 and the new regulations should enter into force in 2014. The draft legislative package for cohesion policy also harmonizes rules related to different funds, such as the rural development and maritime and fisheries funds, to increase the coherence of EU action and simplify their implementation. 

	Funds
	Budget (€ billion)

	1. Structural and Cohesion 
	376.0

	2. Horizon 2020
	80.0

	3. Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF)
	6.6

	4. Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs (COSME)
	2.5

	5. LIFE+
	3.6

	6. European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)
	101.2

	7. External Action Instruments
	96.2

	Total
	666.1


There are two main types of EU funding: funds whose management is shared between the EU and the Member States and funds which are managed centrally by the European Commission. The Structural and Cohesion Funds, the EMFF and the EAFRD fall under the first category, whereas the research, environment and external action funds fall under the second. The bulk of EU spending (76% of the EU budget) involves funds which come under shared management by the EU Member States.

In 2013, each Member State will be asked to draw up a Partnership Contract. These will set out an assessment of national development needs and define priorities for use of the cohesion, rural development, maritime and fisheries funds that would support Member States' efforts to reach agreed targets for delivering on the Europe 2020 strategy. Partnership Contracts will be agreed with the Commission, committing Member States to focus on those investment priorities that are in line with their economic growth objectives. The Partnership Contract will therefore constitute an agreement between the Commission and the Member States regarding the use of EU funds. The Partnership Contracts will contain:

· thematic objectives (in line with the “Europe 2020” strategy);
· investment priorities for each thematic objective;
· conditions which will be a pre-requisite for receiving EU funding;
· targets that the Member State concerned plans to reach by the end of the programming period, as well as performance indicators and milestones.
The Partnership Contracts will define the total allocations that will be made to support the growth and jobs objectives set out in the Europe 2020 Communication. The Leadership Group and other national and regional representatives involved in the Atlantic Forum will therefore have a critically important role to play in ensuring that proper reference is made in national Partnership Contracts to the maritime policy objectives that will be highlighted by the Forum. This will help to ensure that sufficient funds can be allocated to the priorities identified by the Forum and included in the Commission's Action Plan. 

Following the conclusion of Partnership Contracts, specific Operational Programmes will be developed on a national or regional basis outlining more precisely the use of the specific structural and cohesion funds. Likewise, the Leadership and Steering Groups will need to work with their colleagues within Member States to ensure that relevant Operational Programmes take consistent account of the views of the Atlantic Forum and are designed to contribute effectively to sustainable growth in the Atlantic area.   
Structural and Cohesion Funds

The total proposed budget for the period 2014-2020 will be €376 billion, including funding for the new Connecting Europe Facility, which is designed to enhance cross-border projects in energy, transport and information technology. The legislative architecture comprises:
· a general regulation setting out common rules for the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the European Social Fund (ESF), the Cohesion Fund (CF), the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD), the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF);

· three specific regulations for the ERDF, the ESF and the Cohesion Fund. These three fund-specific regulations include provisions specific to each Fund (ERDF, ESF and the Cohesion Fund), in particular regarding the scope of the Funds, investment priorities, and indicators; and
· two further regulations on European territorial cooperation and the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC).
The General Regulation is divided into two parts. The first part lays down a series of common provisions for the five funds with structural aims covered by the Commission’s Common Strategic Framework (ERDF, ESF, Cohesion Fund, EAFRD, and EMFF). It outlines the common elements on strategic planning and programming; the thematic objectives linked to Europe 2020, which will be the basis for the Funds; and provisions on the Common Strategic Framework and on the Partnership Contracts with each Member State. Common rules will also cover eligibility, financial instruments, and management and control principles.
The second part of the General Regulation sets out specific provisions for the ERDF, ESF, and Cohesion Fund. These relate to the mission and goals of cohesion policy, the financial framework, specific programming and reporting arrangements, major projects and joint action plans. It also sets out the detailed management and control requirements under cohesion policy and the specific arrangements for financial management. Every European region may benefit from the support of ERDF and ESF. However, a distinction between “less developed”, “transition” and “more developed” regions (see figure below) will exist in order to ensure concentration of the funds according to the level of Gross Domestic Product (GDP): 

· less developed regions: supporting the less developed regions will remain an important priority for cohesion policy. The catching-up process of less developed regions will require long-term sustained efforts. This category concerns those regions whose GDP per capita is less than 75 % of the average GDP of the EU-27;

· transition regions: this new category of region will be introduced to replace the current phasing-in and phasing-out system. This category will include all regions with a GDP per capita between 75 % and 90 % of the EU-27 average;

· more developed regions: while interventions in the less developed regions will remain the priority for cohesion policy, there are important challenges that concern all Member States, such as global competition in the knowledge-based economy and the shift towards the low carbon economy. This category concerns those regions whose GDP per capita is above 90 % of the average GDP of the EU-27.
In addition, a safety net will be created for all regions that were eligible under the convergence objective in the 2007-2013 period, but whose GDP per capita is above 75 % of the GDP average of the EU-27.  “Transition” or “more developed” region categories shall receive an allocation under the Structural Funds equal to at least two-thirds of their 2007-2013 allocation. 
The budget for the cohesion policy 2014-2020 will be divided as following (2011 prices): 

	Fund
	Budget (€ billion)

	Cohesion Fund (including infrastructure projects)
	68.7

	Less developed regions
	162.6

	Transition regions
	39.0

	More developed regions
	53.1

	Cooperation
	11.7

	Additional allocation for outermost and sparsely populated northern regions
	0.9

	Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) for transport, energy and ICT
	40.0

	TOTAL
	376.0
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The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)
The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) aims to strengthen economic, social and territorial cohesion in the European Union by correcting imbalances between regions. The ERDF supports regional and local development to contribute to all thematic objectives, by setting out detailed priorities to increase focus on:

· research and development, and innovation;

· improving access to and quality of information and communication technologies;

· climate change and moves towards a low-carbon economy;

· business support to SMEs;

· services of general economic interest;

· telecommunication, energy, and transport infrastructures;

· enhancing institutional capacity and effective public administration;

· health, education, and social infrastructures; and

· sustainable urban development.
The European Social Fund (ESF) 

While contributing to economic, social and territorial cohesion, the European Social Fund (ESF) is the European Union’s main financial instrument for investing in people. It increases the employment opportunities of European citizens, promotes better education, and improves the situation of the most vulnerable people at risk of poverty.

The regulation proposes to target the ESF on four thematic objectives throughout the Union:

· promoting employment and supporting labour mobility;

· promoting social inclusion and combating poverty;

· investing in education, skills and lifelong learning; and

· enhancing institutional capacity and an efficient public administration.
However, the ESF should also contribute to other thematic objectives such as supporting the shift towards a low carbon, climate-resilient and resource-efficient economy; enhancing the use of information and communication technologies; strengthening research, technological development and innovation; and enhancing the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).
Cohesion Fund 
The Cohesion Fund, with an allocated budget of €68.7 billion, helps Member States with a GNI per inhabitant of less than 90 % of the EU-27 average to invest in TEN-T transport networks and the environment.
European Territorial Cooperation
European Territorial Cooperation is a goal of cohesion policy and provides a framework for the exchanges of experience between national, regional and local actors from different Member States, as well as joint action to find common solutions to shared problems. This is all the more important given that the challenges faced by Member States and regions increasingly cut across national/regional boundaries and require joint, cooperative action at the appropriate territorial level. European Territorial Cooperation can thus also provide an important contribution to fostering the new Lisbon Treaty objective of territorial cohesion.
A separate regulation is proposed for European Territorial Cooperation to take better account of the multi-country context of the programmes and make more specific provisions for cooperation programmes and operations, as has been requested by a large number of stakeholders. The proposal thus makes references to third country participation to better reflect the reality of cooperation. It also contains more systematic references to the role that European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) can play in a cooperation context.

The proposal sets out the financial resources available for each strand and the criteria for their allocation to Member States. They will be allocated as follows:

· 73.24 % for cross-border cooperation;

· 20.78 % for transnational cooperation; and

· 5.98 % for interregional cooperation.
This includes the continuation of the mechanism for the transfer of resources for cooperation activities at the external borders of the Union, to be supported under the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) and the instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance. Collaborations on programmes under the European Territorial Cooperation goal and programmes financed under external instruments should be promoted, for example the cross-border programmes for the Mediterranean (EnpiCBC MED), the Adriatic (IPA Adriatic CBC) and Black Sea (Black Sea CBC). Other recent innovative examples of territorial strategies are the Baltic and the Danube macro-regional strategies, which could be replicated in other areas in the future (in the Adriatic for example).   

European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation (EGTCs)
Since 2006, local and regional partners have been able to set up European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation (EGTCs), with a common legal framework to help them overcome complicated differences between national rules and regulations. An example of a EGCT focusing on the maritime dimension of the territories involved is the EGTC “Archimed” (Mediterranean archipelago), involving the regions of Sicily, the Balearic Islands and Cyprus. 
Connecting Europe Facility (CEF)

The Connecting Europe Facility (2014-2020) is a new, integrated instrument for investing in EU infrastructure priorities in transport, energy and telecommunications. It will fund €40 billion (plus €10 billion earmarked in the Cohesion Fund, i.e. €50 billion in total) to improve transport, energy and digital networks across Europe. In particular, the Europe 2020 Project Bond Initiative will be used as a means of securing investment resources for infrastructure projects of strategic interest.

	Connecting Europe Facility (CEF)


	Budget (€ billion)

	Energy 

Transport

Telecommunications/Digital
	 9.1

21.7

9.2

	Amount ring-fenced in the Cohesion Fund for transport infrastructures
	10.0

	TOTAL
	50.0


Research and Innovation, Horizon 2020
 

Horizon 2020 is the financial instrument implementing the Innovation Union, a Europe 2020 flagship initiative aimed at securing Europe's global competitiveness. Running from 2014 to 2020 with an €80 billion budget, the EU’s new programme for research and innovation is an integral part of the drive to create new growth and jobs in Europe. Horizon 2020 will combine all research and innovation funding currently provided through the Framework Programmes for Research and Technical Development, the innovation related activities of the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP) and the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT).
Support for research and innovation under Horizon 2020 will aim at:
· excellence in science by strengthening the EU’s position in science with a dedicated budget of €24 598 million. This will provide a boost to top-level research in Europe, including a 77% increase in funding for the European Research Council (ERC);

· competitive industry by strengthening industrial leadership in innovation - €17.9 billion will be devoted to this. This will involve investments in key technologies, allowing greater access to capital and support for SMEs;

· a better society by providing €31.7 billion to help address major societal concerns, such as climate change, developing sustainable transport and mobility, making renewable energy more affordable, ensuring food safety and security and coping with the challenge of an ageing population. Horizon 2020 will tackle these societal challenges by helping to bridge the gap between research and the market by, for example, helping innovative enterprise to develop their technological breakthroughs into viable products with real commercial potential. This market-driven approach will include creating partnerships with the private sector and Member States to bring together the resources needed.

Maritime Affairs and Fisheries

The current proposal for the Regulation on European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) aims at achieving the objectives of the reformed CFP (Common Fisheries Policy) and of IMP (Integrated Maritime Policy). It is based on these objectives, re-defined in terms of funding:
· promotion of sustainable and competitive fisheries and aquaculture;
· fostering the development and implementation of the Union's Integrated Maritime Policy, in a complementary manner to cohesion policy and to CFP;
· promotion of balanced and inclusive territorial development of fisheries areas (including aquaculture and inland fishing);
· contribution to the implementation of the CFP.
The envelope dedicated to fisheries and maritime policies for 2014-2020, in current prices, is set at €7.535 billion, including SFAs (Sustainable Fisheries Agreements) and the compulsory contributions to RFMOs (Regional fisheries management organizations), which will be funded separately. The EMFF budget amounts, in current prices to €6.567 billion. 

The EMFF mostly proposes measures under shared management. However IMP measures are proposed to be financed under direct management, i.e. to be managed centrally and directly from the Commission, fully in line with the subsidiarity principle. Consequently, IMP will not figure in EMFF Operational Programmes negotiated between the Commission and the Member States. 

Competitiveness

The Programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), COSME, with a total allocation of €2.5 billion for the period 2014-2020, aims to strengthen the competitiveness and sustainability of the Union’s enterprises and encourage an entrepreneurial culture by promoting the creation and growth of SMEs. Activities funded through the Programme will aim to:

· improve the framework conditions to make for the competitiveness and sustainability of Union enterprises, including in the tourism sector;

· promote entrepreneurship, including among specific target groups;

· improve access to finance for SMEs in the form of equity and debt;

· improve access to markets inside the Union and globally.

Environment

The total financial envelope for the LIFE Programme in the MFF Communication for the period 2014-2020 expressed in current prices is €3.618 billion. Within this envelope the programme for environment, with an allocated amount of €2.7135 billion, consists of three priority areas: 

· biodiversity;

·  environment and resource efficiency; 

· governance and information.

The programme for climate action, with an allocated amount of €0.9045 billion, should support efforts contributing to the following three priority areas: 

· climate change mitigation;

· climate change adaptation; 

· climate governance and information.

Agriculture and Rural Development

Agricultural expenditure is financed by two funds, which form part of the EU's general budget: the European Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF), or pillar I of the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) with €317.2 billion allocated in current prices, finances direct payments to farmers and measures to regulate agricultural markets such as intervention and export refunds, while the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD), or pillar II of the CAP, with €101.2 billion allocated finances the rural development programmes of the Member States. 
· Rural development policy retains the long-term strategic objectives of contributing to the competitiveness of agriculture, the sustainable management of natural resources and climate action and the balanced territorial development of rural areas. In line with the Europe 2020 strategy, these broad objectives of rural development support for 2014-2020 are given more detailed expression through the following six EU-wide priorities:
· fostering knowledge transfer and innovation in agriculture, forestry and rural areas;
· enhancing competitiveness of all types of agriculture and enhancing farm viability;
· promoting food chain organization and risk management in agriculture;

· restoring, preserving and enhancing ecosystems dependent on agriculture and forestry;
· promoting resource efficiency and supporting the shift towards a low-carbon and climate-resilient economy in the agriculture, food and forestry sectors;

· promoting social inclusion, poverty reduction and economic development in rural areas.

Pillar I and Pillar II funding is complemented by additional funding of €17.1 billion consisting of €5.1 billion for research and innovation, €2.5 billion for food safety and €2.8 billion for food support for the most deprived persons in other headings of the MFF, as well as of €3.9 billion in a new reserve for crises in the agricultural sector and up to €2.8 billion in the European Globalization Adjustment Fund outside the MFF, thus bringing the total budget to €435.6 billion over the 2014-2020 period.

External Action

A package of 9 external action instruments covering the full range of external support under the EU budget was adopted by the Commission in December 2011. They will allow the Union to fulfil its responsibility on the global stage: fighting poverty and promoting democracy, peace, stability and prosperity. The range of instruments will support developing countries as well as countries in the European neighbourhood and those that are preparing accession into the EU. This budget will also enable the EU to further reinforce its role on the global stage and promote its interests and values. The package comprises: 
· A Joint Communication to the European Parliament and the Council: "Global Europe";

· the legislative proposals for nine geographic and thematic instruments;

· a common implementing regulation.

The total amount proposed for these nine instruments is €96.2 billion over the period 2014-2020 (current prices). 

Of the nine geographic and thematic instruments, the following are particularly relevant for EU sea basins:

· pre-accession instrument (IPA): €14.1 billion, a stable budget at the same level of the current IPA in 2013. The new instrument will operate under simplified rules so as to facilitate access to funding for beneficiaries. The assistance will be made more result-oriented, flexible and tailored to specific needs;
· European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI): €18.2 billion, a significant increase compared to the budget of the previous ENPI instrument. The ENI will continue to provide the bulk of funding to the European Neighbourhood countries, essentially through bilateral, regional and cross border co-operation programmes;

· instrument for Greenland: €219 million. This proposal of a revised partnership recognises the emerging international awareness towards Greenland and its geostrategic importance.
� COM(2011) 782, Developing a Maritime Strategy for the Atlantic Ocean Area


� 	This event could take place in the margins of "Brest 2012 Fêtes Maritimes" (13-15 July).


� COM(2010)2020


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/budget/reform/commission-proposals-for-the-multiannual-financial-framework-2014-2020/index_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/budget/reform/commission-proposals-for-the-multiannual-financial-framework-2014-2020/index_en.htm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/what/future/proposals_2014_2020_en.cfm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/what/future/proposals_2014_2020_en.cfm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52011PC0665:EN:NOT" ��http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52011PC0665:EN:NOT� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/reform/index_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/reform/index_en.htm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/cip/files/cosme/com_2011_0834_proposition_de_reglement_en.pdf" ��http://ec.europa.eu/cip/files/cosme/com_2011_0834_proposition_de_reglement_en.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/about/beyond2013.htm#proposal" ��http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/about/beyond2013.htm#proposal� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/grants/index_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/grants/index_en.htm� 


� http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/how/finance/mff/financial_framework_news_en.htm
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