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View of the German Transport Ministry

•Cargo securing, tracing or recovery of lost containers should be regulated on an 

international level. MSC and its sub-committees (CCC or NCSR) is appororiate

•Mesures should be requested from IMO upon presentation of the accident 

investigation report on MSC Zoe.

•"Nairobi International Convention on Waste Removal from 2007" contains  

reporting requirements:

oArticle 1 (5) (c) of the Convention provides: “... any objects which a ship has 

lost at sea and which are stranded or sunk or drifting at sea shall be treated as 

shipwrecks within the meaning of the Convention ...”.

▪ Any duplication of reporting requirements must be avoided for practical and 

legal reasons.
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View of the German Transport Ministry

• Plastic waste pollution in the marine environment must be 

stopped

•MARPOL Convention is the relevant provision for plastic 

waste, as it is already relevant for other wastes

•MEPC has already established a Correspondence Group to 

further develop the Action Plan on Marine Plastic Litter from 

ships
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View of the German Transport Ministry

On the Agenda of this workshop:

“Establishing and applying an adequate Vessel 
Traffic Management system, especially for transports 
near vulnerable areas such as the Wadden Sea area, 
including legislation/guidelines on which vessels are 
allowed to take which route”
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TSS German Bight Western Approach
TSS Terschelling German Bight
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SOLAS

Regulation 10: Ships' routeing -Measures
Regulation 10Regulation 10

- Ships' routeing systems contribute to safety of life at sea, safety and 
efficiency of navigation and/or protection of the marine environment

- IMO is the only international body for developing guidelines, criteria and 
regulations on an international level for ships' routeing systems

- responsibility of the Government or Governments concerned

- should be submitted to the Organization (IMO) for adoption

- two or more Governments have a common interest in a particular area, 
they should formulate joint proposals

- monitor traffic in those systems

- shall be consistent with international law, including the relevant provisions 
of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

- Nothing in this regulation….. shall prejudice the rights and duties of 
Governments under international law …..
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Routeing

Factors to be 
considered

Roads

Accidents 
black spots 

natural 
reserve 

Bathymetry

Hydrology
Hydrography

Traffic densityTemporarily measures
(Construction areas, 

towing units etc.)

Fishing

environmental  
protection areas
(Natura 2000)

Sub-marine 
Underwater World 

Heritage Site

Cargo,
draft

Military

International 
Water routes

www.bmvi.de  4.July 2019



Current activities for the verification of shipping 
routes in the German Bight

The Netherlands and Germany have established a joined group of experts in

order to examine and evaluate the TSS “Terschelling - German Bight”

which is located near the coastline of both states. with the following priorities:

1. Bathymetry;

2. Traffic density by ship’s size and types of ships;

3. Hydrological conditions in the sea area;

4. Behavior of Very Large Container Ships (VLCS) in sea swell and sea waves;

5. Legal basis for a possible reorganization of shipping routes
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