The Integrated maritime policy of the EU 
Definition and scope 
The Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP) seeks to provide a more coherent approach to maritime issues, with increased coordination between different policy areas. It focuses on:

· Issues that do not fall under a single sector-based policy e.g. "blue growth" (economic growth based on different maritime sectors). 

· Issues that require the coordination of different sectors and actors e.g. sharing of marine knowledge. 
Why do we need it? 
· To take account of the inter-connectedness of industries and human activities centred on the sea. Whether the issue is shipping and ports, wind energy, marine research, fishing or tourism, a decision in one area can affect all the others. For instance, an off-shore wind farm may disrupt shipping, which in turn will affect ports.

· To save time and money by encouraging authorities to share data across policy fields and to cooperate rather than working separately on different aspects of the same problem. 

· To build up close cooperation between decision-makers in the different sectors at all levels of government – national maritime authorities, regional and local authorities, and international authorities, both inside and outside Europe. Many countries are recognising this need and move towards more structured and systematic collaboration. 
Marine and maritime agenda - The Limassol Declaration 
A Marine and Maritime Agenda for Growth and Jobs was adopted on 8 October 2012 by European Ministers for maritime policy and the European Commission, represented by President Jose Manuel Barroso and Commissioner Maria Damanaki, at a conference in Limassol organised by the Cypriot Presidency. Five years after the launch of the EU Integrated Maritime Policy, the Member States and the Commission reaffirmed that a dynamic and coordinated approach to maritime affairs enhances the development of the EU's 'Blue Economy' while ensuring the health of seas and oceans.
IMP seeks to coordinate, not to replace policies on specific maritime sectors. Specifically it covers these cross-cutting policies:
1. Blue growth 

2. Marine data and knowledge 

3. Maritime spatial planning 

4. Integrated maritime surveillance 
5. Sea basin strategies
Blue growth 

Blue Growth is the long term strategy to support sustainable growth in the marine and maritime sectors as a whole. It recognizes that seas and oceans are drivers for the European economy with great potential for innovation and growth. It is the Integrated Maritime Policy's contribution to achieving the goals of the Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. The 'blue' economy represents 5.4 million jobs and a gross added value of just under €500 billion a year. However, further growth is possible in a number of areas which are highlighted within the strategy: coastal tourism, aquaculture, blue energy, blue biotechnology, sea-bed mining. 
Marine data and knowledge 
Marine Knowledge 2020 brings together marine data from different sources with the aim of helping industry, public authorities and researchers find the data and make more effective use of them to develop new products and services as well as improving our understanding of how the seas behave. 
National data do not tell us all we need to know about the seas as a global system connected by shifting winds, seasonal currents and migrating species; analysis at European level is essential. The integration of different national and local systems into a coherent whole has been driven by the EU. 

Maritime spatial planning (MSP) 
MSP is about planning when and where human activities take place at sea – to ensure these are as efficient and sustainable as possible. MSP involves stakeholders in a transparent way in the planning of maritime activities. Competition for maritime space – for renewable energy equipment, aquaculture and other growth areas – has highlighted the need for efficient management, to avoid potential conflict and create synergies between different activities. 
In July 2014, the European Parliament and the Council adopted legislation to create a common framework for maritime spatial planning in Europe. While each EU country will be free to plan its own maritime activities, local, regional and national planning in shared seas would be made more compatible through a set of minimum common requirements.

Among the benefits of MSP can be mentioned: Reduce conflicts between sectors and create synergies between activities; encourage investment – by instilling predictability, transparency and clearer rules; Increase coordination – between administrations in each country; Increase cross-border cooperation – between EU countries, on cables, pipelines, shipping lanes, wind installations, etc.; Protect the environment – through early identification of impact. 

Integrated maritime surveillance 

Integrated Maritime Surveillance is about providing authorities interested or active in maritime surveillance with ways to exchange information and data. Sharing data will make surveillance cheaper and more effective. 
Currently, EU and national authorities responsible for different aspects of surveillance – e.g. border control, safety and security, fisheries control, customs, environment or defense – collect data separately and often do not share them. As a result, the same data may be collected more than once. A Common Information Sharing Environment (CISE) is currently being developed jointly by the European Commission and EU/EEA member states. It will interlink existing surveillance systems and networks and give all concerned authorities access to the information they need for their missions at sea. 
Sea basin strategies 
The Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea, North Sea, the Atlantic and the Arctic Ocean – each sea region is unique and merits a tailor-made strategy. The maritime policy promotes growth and development strategies that exploit the strengths and address the weaknesses of each large sea region in the EU: from the Arctic's climate change to the Atlantic's renewable energy potential, to problems of sea and ocean pollution and maritime safety. 
