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The Mediterranean and Black Sea basins 
 

In 2009, EU Mediterranean coastal regions1 
(NUTS 3) housed 13.3% of the active population 
of the EU and EU Mediterranean ports dealt 
with 28% of the gross weight of goods handled 
in all EU ports. EU Black Sea coastal regions 
(NUTS 3) housed 0.4% of the active population 
of the EU and EU Black Sea ports dealt with 
1.7% of the gross weight of the goods handled in 
all EU ports. 
The Mediterranean and the Black Sea are two 
almost closed sea basins bordering the 
European Union's coasts. As these basins are 
                                                      
1 See EU coastal regions definition in Methodological notes 

situated at the crossroads of several continents, 
they are also business and trading areas for the 
Member States and particularly for the 
respective coastal states and their coastal 
regions. 
This publication aims at presenting data in the 
framework of the EU Integrated Maritime 
Policy2 (IMP), using the sea basin approach. 
This approach takes into account the activities 
and sectors developed in each EU basin and in 
the coastal regions which border these sea areas.

                                                      
2 On October 2007 the Commission presented its vision for an 
Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union 

Figure 1: The EU's coastal regions bordering the Mediterranean and the Black Sea, main ports by gross 
weight of goods handled and EU catches of fishery product, 2008 

 
Source: Eurostat GISCO Database 
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Active population and unemployment in EU Mediterranean coastal regions 

Table 1: Active population of EU Mediterranean and Black Sea regions (in million persons) 
EU coastal regions

by MS 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 % Women 2008

CY 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 44.8
ES* 8.6 8.9 9.3 9.6 9.6 42.7
FR* 2.7 2.7 2.8 2.8 2.9 :
EL 4.5 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.7 40.8
IT 13.9 14.0 14.0 14.2 14.0 39.0

MT 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 33.5
SI 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 44.1

Mediterranean 
coastal regions 30.5 30.9 31.4 31.9 31.9 40.6**

BG 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 : 44.8
RO 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 38.4

Black Sea 
coastal regions 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 : 41.9

EU-27 232.0 230.3 236.5 239.0 239.8 45.0
 

*Mediterranean coastal regions only 

**Excluding France 

Source: Eurostat (online data code :  lfst_r_lfp3pop) 

In 2009, 31.9 million people made up the active 
population1 resident in European regions with a 
Mediterranean coastline, accounting for 13.3% of 
the European Union's active population. Women 
made up approximately 41%2 of the active 
population in these regions, approximately 4 
percentage points less than the EU figure. 

From 2008 to 2009 the active population in these 
Mediterranean regions increased by 0.1% or 0.2 
percentage points less than in the European Union 
as a whole. This was in contrast to the previous 
period: from 2007 to 2008 it had increased by 1.7% 
in these regions and by 1.0% in the European 
Union. 

On average, the active population in these regions 
is at greater risk of unemployment. As illustrated in 
Figure 2, the average rate of unemployment in 
European regions on the Mediterranean coast is 
higher than for the European Union: in 2009 the 
unemployment rate was on average 12.9% for these 
                                                      
1 See methodological notes: Active population and unemployment 
2 Excluding France 

regions and 8.9% for the European Union. 
Moreover, since 2008 the gap has widened. 
However, trends in unemployment vary 
significantly in different countries and regions. 

In these regions women are at even greater risk of 
unemployment, with an average unemployment 
rate of 14.6%2 for women in 2009. 

Figure 2: Unemployment rate in EU 
Mediterranean coastal regions, 2005-2009 
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=lfst_r_lfp3pop
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfst_r_lfp3pop&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfst_r_lfu3pers&mode=view
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Active population and unemployment in EU Black Sea coastal regions 

In 2008, 0.9 million members of the active 
population were resident in European regions with 
a Black Sea coastline, or 0.4% of the European 
Union's active population. Women made up around 
42% of the active population in these regions, a 
figure which is 3 percentage points lower than the 
EU average. 

Figure 3: Unemployment rates in EU Black Sea 
coastal regions, 2005-2009 
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Source: Eurostat (online data codes: (online data 
codes :lfst_r_lfp3pop and lfst_r_lfu3pers) 

As Figure 3 illustrates, the unemployment rate is 
higher on average than for the European Union. 
However, from 2007 to 2008 the average 
unemployment rate fell sharply, drawing much 
closer to the EU level: in 2008 the average 
unemployment rate was 7.3% in these regions and 
7.0% in the European Union. The same applies to 
the unemployment rate for women. However, in 
that period there was significant variability in these 
rates between the Bulgarian coastal regions, with 
an average unemployment rate of 5.0%, and the 
Romanian coastal regions, with a figure of 10.0%. 

Employment in EU Mediterranean coastal regions 
Some of the economic activities in the coastal 
regions and the jobs generated by these activities 
have a more or less direct link with the sea areas or 
with the activities carried out in the sea basins 
which they border. This is particularly the case for 
port-related activities, for the marketing and 
processing of marine products and for tourism. 

In 2007, 29.9 million persons were employed5 in 
the European Union's regions with a Mediterranean 
coastline, accounting for 13.5% of employment in 
the European Union. As in the European Union as 
a whole, the services sector was the biggest 
employer in these regions; however, the percentage 
of employment in services to businesses and 
individuals was higher than in the European Union. 

In general, proximity to the seaside therefore seems 
to benefit services to businesses and individuals, 
which include transport and tourism. 

From 2006 to 2007, the number persons employed 
increased by 1.7% in European regions with a 
Mediterranean coastline compared with more than 
2% in the EU as a whole. This represents a drop in 
momentum for employment along the 
Mediterranean coast. Indeed, for the first time since 
2004, the increase of employment has been more  
                                                      
5 See methodological notes: Employment 

Table 2: Employment in EU Mediterranean 
coastal regions (in million persons) 
EU coastal regions 

by MS 2004 2005 2006 2007 Share 2007
CY 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 1.3%
ES* 7.5 7.8 8.2 8.4 28.2%
FR* 2.4 2.4 2.5 2.5 8.4%
EL 4.2 4.3 4.4 4.4 14.8%
IT 13.4 13.4 13.7 13.8 46.3%

MT 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.6%
SI 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4%

Mediterranean 
coastal regions 28.1 28.6 29.4 29.9 100.0%

EU-27 213.2 215.3 217.0 222.0 13.5%  
 

*Mediterranean coastal regions only 

Source: Eurostat (online data code:  nama_r_e3empl95) 

pronounced in EU as a whole than in EU 
Mediterranean coastal regions.  

In order to compare variations in medium-term and 
shorter-term employment in the coastal regions, a 
shift-share model was applied to the territories 
comprising regions which border the 
Mediterranean sea basin, over two periods: 2002-
2007 and 2006-2007. 

The principle of this model is to break down the 
changes in employment into three components: 
average change observed in the European Union + 
a variation linked to the structure of employment in 
the territory + a residual variation. 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfst_r_lfp3pop&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfst_r_lfu3pers&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=nama_r_e3empl95
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The structural variation takes into account the 
significance of the various sectors of activity in the 
territory. Specialisation of regions in that sea area 
in expanding or declining sectors will thus have a 
corresponding positive or negative effect. The 
component which is not explained by the structure 
of employment, here referred to as the residual 
effect, will in this model be attributed to a 
geographical effect specific to a regional dynamic. 

Applying the model to the period 2002-2007 shows 
that, as a whole, European regions with a 
Mediterranean coastline have benefited from the 
expanding sectors, but above all they have a 
favourable employment dynamic. Indeed, as figure 
4 shows; structural and residual effects are positive 
for the period 2002-2007. 

Applying the model to the period 2006-2007 still 
shows a positive structural effect, but these regions 
no longer seem to have a surplus increase in the 
employment. Indeed the residual effect become 

negative; the dynamics of employment in these 
regions seems to be faltering. 

However, there are significant disparities between 
the individual coastal regions. 

Figure 4: Break-down of employment change in EU 
Mediterranean coastal regions 
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Source: Eurostat (online data code:  nama_r_e3empl95) 

Employment in EU Black Sea coastal regions 
In 2007, some 961 000 people were employed in 
the EU's Black Sea coastal regions, accounting for 
0.4% of employment in the European Union. The 
structure of employment in the regions bordering 
the Black Sea is quite different from that of the 
European Union: on the whole, services account 
for a smaller share of employment, with the 
exception of services to businesses and individuals. 
Moreover, the agricultural sector is of much greater 
importance in these regions than in the European 
Union. 

From 2006 to 2007, the employment fell by 3.5% 
in the regions with a Black Sea coastline: this 
represents a reversal in the trend in these regions. 

In order to compare variations in medium-term and 
shorter-term employment in these regions, a shift-
share model was applied (as for the Mediterranean 
coastal regions) to the regions which border the 
Black Sea basin, over two periods: 2002-2007 and 
2006-2007. 

Table 3: Employment in EU Black Sea coastal 
regions (in million persons) 
EU coastal regions 

by MS 2004 2005 2006 2007 Share 2007
BG 0.51 0.52 0.54 0.49 51.5%
RO 0.46 0.46 0.46 0.47 48.5%

Black Sea coastal 
regions 0.97 0.98 1.00 0.96 100%
EU-27 213.2 215.3 217.0 222.0 0.43%  

Source: Eurostat (online data code: nama_r_e3empl95) 

For EU regions with a Black Sea coastline the 
shift-share model shows a negative structural effect 
for both periods, which is essentially due to the 
scale of the agricultural sector and the decline in 
employment in that sector. While the residual 
effect is positive on the whole between 2002 and 
2007, this was no longer the case for these regions 
at the end. 

Nevertheless, there are significant disparities 
between the respective coastal regions. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Break-down of employment change in EU 
Black Sea coastal regions 
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Source: Eurostat (online data code:  nama_r_e3empl95). 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=nama_r_e3empl95
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=nama_r_e3empl95
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=nama_r_e3empl95
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Production in EU Mediterranean costal regions 

Table 4: EU coastal regions GDP at current prices in Purchasing Power Standard (in billion PPS) 

EU coastal 
regions by MS 2004 2005 2006 2007 Share 2007

CY  14.5  15.5  16.6  18.3 0.1%
ES*  374.3  400.2  438.9  471.8 3.8%
FR*  140.3  149.1  155.9  164.5 1.3%
EL  214.4  218.2  233.2  246.5 2.0%
IT  701.8  723.1  760.2  800.6 6.5%

MT  6.7  7.1  7.4  7.8 0.1%
SI  4.9  5.1  5.4  5.9 0.0%

Mediterranean 
coastal regions

1 456.9 1 518.2 1 617.7 1 715.4 13.9%

BG  7.7  8.4  9.1  9.7 0.1%
RO  8.3  8.8  10.  10.5 0.1%

Black Sea 
coastal regions

 16.1  17.2  19.1  20.2 0.2%

EU-27 10 607.9 11 062. 11 683.8 12 362.8 100%
 

*Mediterranean coastal regions only 

Source: Eurostat (online data code:  nama_r_e3gdp) 

In 2007, the gross domestic product (GDP) of EU 
regions on the Mediterranean coast was 
1 715 billion PPS (purchasing power standard), or 
13.9% of the European Union's GDP. On that date, 
average GDP per capita in these regions was 
23 100 PPS6 per capita, lower than in the European 
Union (24 900 PPS per capita). Between 2004 and 
2007, average GDP in these regions followed the 
same pattern as EU GDP; consequently it 
continued to lag behind. 

                                                      
6 See methodological notes: Production in PPS 

Figure 6: GDP per capita in EU-27 and EU 
Mediterranean coastal regions, from 2004 to 
2007 (in PPS) 
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Source: Eurostat (online data code :  nama_r_e3gdp) 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=nama_r_e3gdp
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=nama_r_e3gdp
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Figure 7: Variation of GDP per capita and employment in EU Mediterranean and Black Sea coastal 
regions, classified following their trend as compared with EU-27, 2002-2007 

 
Source: Eurostat (online data code:  nama_r_e3gdp) 

 

The patterns shown by the regions bordering the 
Mediterranean Sea are quite varied. However, from 
2002 to 2007, in order to display the magnitude of 
the productivity gains and the trends in 
employment on the same chart, the regions have 
been plotted on two axes, one measuring the 
variation in GDP per capita and the other the 
variation in employment (see below). 

The joint analysis of employment and production 
data has been performed with the regional account 
data (ESA95). This analysis does not take into 
account the economic crisis period. It focuses on 
the structural economic change in the coastal 
regions before the crisis. 

Δ GDP per capita

Δ Employment

Group 1: 
Variations in GDP per capita and in 
employment are more pronounced than the 
EU average. This group includes, for 
example, Cyprus, the Spanish regions of 
Barcelona and Malaga. These regions 
therefore showed a more positive trend, and 
it may be assumed that during this period 
these regions' resources were transferred to 
sectors with higher productivity which 
created jobs.

Group 2: 
Growth in GDP per capita was greater than 
the EU average and growth in employment 
was lower. This pattern is generally a sign 
that production has been partly restructured. 
This group comprises 15 regions, including 
the Slovenian region of Goriska.

Group 3: 
Growth in GDP per capita and growth in 
employment were lower than the EU 
average. Regions in this group include most 
of the Sicilian regions and those on the 
southern coast of Italy. During this period the 
production base seems to have been eroded 
in these regions.

Group 4: 
Growth in GDP per capita was lower than the 
EU average and growth in employment was 
higher. The regions in this group include 
those on the French Mediterranean coast 
and the northern Adriatic coast of Italy, and 
the Greek region of Heraklion. These regions 
have generally combined a boost to 
employment with a greater focus on the 
production of wealth in activities with lower 
added value.

EU average

 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=nama_r_e3gdp
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Production in EU Black Sea coastal regions 

Figure 8: GDP per capita in EU-27 and EU Black 
Sea coastal regions, from 2004 to 2007 (in PPS) 
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Source: Eurostat (online data code:  nama_r_e3gdp) 

In 2007 the gross domestic product (GDP) of the 
Black Sea coastal regions was 20 billion 
Purchasing Power Standard (PPS), or 0.2% of EU 
GDP. 

On average, per capita GDP in these regions was 
estimated at 9 900 PPS per capita, much lower than 
the European Union average (24 900 PPS per 

capita). However, between 2004 and 2007, GDP 
per capita GDP (in PPS) in these regions increased 
more rapidly than in the European Union and thus 
caught up to some degree. 

As shown on page 6, in order to display the 
magnitude of the productivity gains and the trends 
in employment on the same chart, the regions have 
been plotted on two axes, one measuring the 
variation in GDP per capita and the other the 
variation in employment. 

As the map shows, the EU's Black Sea coastal 
regions are split in the Groups 1, 2 and 4. Thus, 
from 2002 to 2007, the variations in GDP per 
capita and in employment were higher than the EU 
average in the Bulgarian region of Burgas and in 
the Romanian region of Tulcea. During the same 
period, in the region of Constana (RO) the growth 
in GDP per capita was higher than the EU average 
but the growth in employment was lower. 

 

Tourism in EU Mediterranean coastal regions 
The sea, the beaches, bathing and other seaside 
recreational activities are all assets which help to 
develop this sector in the coastal regions bordering 
the European Union's southern sea basins. 

 

 

 

Table 5: Number of hotels and other 
accomodations in EU Mediterranean coastal 
regions 
EU coastal regions 

by MS 2005 2007 2008 2009
CY  919  902  869  855
ES* 12 965 13 502 13 816 14 291
FR* 4 750 4 645 4 642 4 632
EL 9 053 9 157 9 291 9 446
IT 76 741 81 383 89 480 93 134

MT  179  166  162  165
SI  186  232  222  238

Mediterranean 
coastal regions 104 793 109 987 118 482 122 761

EU-27 405 080 422 850 439 498 :  
*Mediterranean coastal regions only 

Source: Eurostat (online data code :  tour_cap_nuts3) 

In 2009, approximately 122 800 accommodation 
facilities (hotels, campsites and other tourist 
accommodation) were housed in the EU's 
Mediterranean coastal regions, including 38 200 
hotels (or similar establishments), accounting for 
around 19.0% of hotels in the European Union. 

From 2008 to 2009, the total number of 
accommodation facilities in these regions increased 
by 3.6%. This increase is essentially due to the 
increase in types of accommodation other than 
hotels: during this period the number of hotels 
increased by 0.7% and the number of other 
accommodation facilities increased by 5.0%. 

From 2008 to 2009, the density of tourism 
capacity, measured as the number of tourist beds 
per km², developed in quite a diverse way 
throughout the Mediterranean basin; nevertheless, 
the average figure is approximately 16 beds per 
km². As indicated in the map, density declined in 
Cyprus and Corsica but increased by more than 
5.0% in the Barcelona and Salerno regions. 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=nama_r_e3gdp
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=tour_cap_nuts3
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Figure 9: Change of the density of tourism capacity in EU Mediterranean and Black Sea coastal 
regions, by NUTS 3 regions, 2009 as compared with 2008 (%) 

 
Source: Eurostat (online data code :  tour_cap_nuts3) 

 

Tourism in EU Black Sea coastal regions 

Table 6: Number of hotels and other 
accomodations in EU Black Sea coastal regions 
EU coastal regions 

by MS 2005 2007 2008 2009
BG  746  930  950  926
RO 1 086 1 101 1 111 1 157

Black Sea coastal 
regions 1 832 2 031 2 061 2 083
EU-27 405 080 422 850 439 498 :  

 

Source: Eurostat (online data code :  tour_cap_nuts3) 

In 2009, European regions with a Black Sea 
coastline had around 2 100 tourist accommodation 
facilities, 77.0% of which were hotels (or similar 
establishments). The number of beds per km² in 

these regions is on average approximately 10 beds 
per km² as opposed to an average of 16 beds per 
km² in the Mediterranean's coastal regions. 

From 2008 to 2009 the number of tourist 
accommodation facilities throughout the Black Sea 
basin increased by 1.1%. However, this trend 
varied according to accommodation type: the 
number of hotels increased by 3.7% during this 
period and the other types of accommodation 
declined by almost 7.0%. Over this period, the 
density of tourist capacity increased in Romania's 
coastal regions, particularly the Tulcea region. On 
the Bulgarian coast, the density increased only in 
the Burgas region; however, it declined in the other 
two coastal regions. 

Seaborne goods handled in EU Mediterranean ports 
Table 7: Gross weight of seaborne goods handled in EU's ports (in millions tonnes) 

Country 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 change 
2009/2008

CY 7.3 7.6 7.5 7.9 6.8 -14.7%
ES* 231.7 243.2 250.5 249.7 223.6 -10.5%
FR* 102.8 107.2 102.0 102.9 91.4 -11.2%
EL 151.3 159.4 164.3 152.5 135.5 -11.2%
IT 508.9 520.2 537.3 526.2 472.5 -10.2%

MT 5.3 5.5 5.3 5.5 5.5 0.1%
SI 12.6 15.5 15.9 16.6 13.4 -19.3%

EU Mediterranean ports 1,019.9 1,058.6 1,082.7 1,061.2 948.5 -10.6%
BG 24.8 27.5 24.9 26.6 21.9 -17.6%
RO 47.7 46.7 48.9 50.5 36.1 -28.5%

EU Black Sea ports 72.5 74.2 73.8 77.0 58.0 -24.7%
EU-27 3,718.7 3,835.9 3,937.5 3,918.6 3,433.0 -12.4%  

*Mediterranean ports only 
Source: Eurostat (online data code:  mar_go_aa) 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=tour_cap_nuts3&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=tour_cap_nuts3
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=mar_go_aa
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By definition, maritime transport7 is an activity at 
sea; it includes the transport of both goods and 
passengers. This sector does not exploit marine 
resources as such, but it does use this space. 

 

In 2009, 948.5 million tonnes of goods were 
handled in the EU's Mediterranean ports and 
therefore passed through this basin. These represent 
27.6% of the goods handled by the European 
Union's ports. The gross weight of goods entering 
the Mediterranean ports is greater than the gross 
weight of goods exiting them. In fact, goods 
entering account for 67.0% of goods handled in 
Mediterranean ports, while the corresponding 
figure for European ports as a whole is 62.0%. 
Italian ports deal with approximately half of the 
goods handled in the EU's Mediterranean ports, and 
Spanish ports deal with 24.0%. The main European 
ports in the Mediterranean are Marseille (FR), 
Algeciras (ES) and Valencia (ES). 

                                                      
7 See methodological notes: Maritime transport data 

Table 8: Share of goods inwards (gross weight) in 
total of seaborne goods handled in EU 
Mediterranean ports 

Country 2007 2008 2009
CY 84% 84% 85%
ES* 68% 66% 65%
FR* 79% 79% 76%
EL 60% 58% 59%
IT 68% 68% 68%

MT 78% 77% 78%
SI 70% 71% 69%

EU Med. ports 68% 68% 67%
EU-27 64% 64% 62%  

*Mediterranean ports only 

Source: Eurostat (online data code:  mar_go_aa) 

From 2008 to 2009, the gross weight of goods 
handled by European ports in the Mediterranean 
fell dramatically by 10.6%. During the same 
period, the gross weight of goods handled in the 
European Union as a whole fell more markedly by 
12.4% as a result of the economic crisis. However, 
the decline in activity in the Mediterranean's 
European ports varies somewhat. For example, 
activity was quite stable in Maltese ports (+0.1%) 
but fell by 19.3% in Slovenian ports and by 14.7% 
in Cypriot ports. 

 

Short Sea Shipping (SSS) in the Mediterranean 
Table 9: Short Sea Shipping by type of cargo, 2008 
(in million tonnes) 
Type of cargo Mediterranean Total SSS
Liquid bulk goods 294.2 893.1
Dry bulk goods 93.5 364.5
Large containers 102.7 218.2
Mobile self propelled units 35.5 143.2
Mobile non-self propelled units 23.2 100.3
Other cargo not elsewhere specified 43.0 141.5
TOTAL 592.1 1,860.8  
Source: Eurostat (online data code : mar_sg_am_ewx) 

In 2008, short sea shipping8 of goods totalled 
1 860.8 million tonnes for the European Union, 
including 592.1 million tonnes in the 
Mediterranean. 

In 2008, in the Mediterranean, half of the goods 
"short shipped" were liquid bulk (including 
petroleum products), 16.0% dry bulk and 17.0% 
large containers. 

                                                      
8 See methodological notes: Short Sea Shipping 

Table 10: SSS change 2008/2007 by type of cargo 
(gross weight of goods) 
Type of cargo Mediterranean Total SSS
Liquid bulk goods -0.3% -0.5%
Dry bulk goods 1.0% -0.1%
Large containers 4.9% 3.9%
Mobile self propelled units 13.4% 3.1%
Mobile non-self propelled units -27.2% -10.5%
Other cargo not elsewhere specified 14.4% 0.0%
TOTAL 1.0% -0.2%  
Source: Eurostat (online data code :  mar_sg_am_ewx) 

From 2007 to 2008, short sea shipping fared better 
in the Mediterranean than in the European Union as 
a whole: it increased by 1.0% in the Mediterranean 
but declined by 0.2% for the European Union. 
However, the trend varies according to the type of 
goods. For example, during this period, liquid bulk 
goods decreased by 0.3% in the Mediterranean but 
the weight of the goods transported in large 
containers increased by 4.9%. 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=mar_go_aa
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=mar_sg_am_ewx
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=mar_sg_am_ewx


 

10 14/2011 — Statistics in focus   
 

Passenger shipping in the Mediterranean 

 

Table 11: Total number of seaborne passengers embarked and disembarked in EU Mediterranean 
ports (in millions) 

Country 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Share 
2009

Change 
2009/2008

CY 0.19 0.23 0.17 0.15 0.10 0% -33.3%
ES* 16.36 16.94 17.76 17.29 16.50 8% -4.6%
FR* 7.06 7.70 7.95 8.04 7.27 3% -9.6%
EL 86.07 90.40 92.42 91.10 88.35 42% -3.0%
IT 78.75 85.98 86.97 90.16 92.34 43% 2.4%

MT 7.10 7.33 7.80 8.13 7.80 4% -4.1%
SI 0.04 0.03 0.05 0.05 0.06 0% 20.0%

EU Mediterranean ports 195.57 208.61 213.13 214.92 212.42 100% -1.2%
EU-27 395.29 406.56 414.23 412.88 403.49 53% -2.3%  

*Mediterranean ports only 

Source: Eurostat (online data code: mar_pa_aa) 

In 2009, 212.4 million passengers embarked or 
disembarked in a EU Mediterranean port, 
accounting for more than half (53.0%) of EU 
passenger seaborne traffic. In this sea area the main 
ports where passengers embark and disembark are 
in Greece (42.0%) and in Italy (43.0%). The 
principal ports are Paloukia Salaminas (EL), 
Perama (EL), Regio Calábria (IT), Piraeus (EL) 
and Messina (IT). Those using this mode of 
transport generally make a crossing within the 
Mediterranean basin. 

Between 2008 and 2009, the number of passengers 
in the EU Mediterranean ports decreased by 1.2%, 
while in the same period the number of passengers 
in all European Union ports fell by 2.3%. However, 
this trend is not consistent across all countries with 
Mediterranean coastlines. For example, the number 
of passengers in Italian ports increased by 2.4% but 
the number in Spanish ports fell by 4.6%. 

 

 

 

 

Table 12: Cruise passengers as percentage share of 
total passengers in EU Mediterranean ports 

Country 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

CY 100% 89% 99% 99% 100%
ES* 4% 8% 9% 11% 12%
FR* 2% 2% 2% 2% 3%
EL 1% 0% 1% 1% 1%
IT 2% 0% 3% 2% 5%

MT 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
SI 36% 13%

EU Med. Ports 2% 1% 2% 2% 3%  
*Mediterranean ports only 
Source: Eurostat (online data code:  mar_pa_aa) 

Passengers beginning or ending a cruise are also 
included among users of maritime transport. In 
2009, these cruise passengers accounted for 
approximately 3.0% of passenger traffic in 
Europe's Mediterranean ports but their relative 
significance varied considerably, accounting for all 
passenger traffic in Cyprus and 13.0% in Slovenia, 
but only 1.0% in Greece and 0.4% in Malta. 
However, in terms of volume, the breakdown of 
these passengers is different: in 2009, 60.0% of 
cruise passengers departed or arrived in Italy, 
27.0% in Spain and 8.0% in Greek ports. The main 
ports of departure and destination for cruises in the 
Mediterranean are: Barcelona (ES), Napoli (IT) and 
Genova (IT). 

From 2008 to 2009, the number of cruise 
passengers in EU ports in the Mediterranean 
increased dramatically by 56.0%, mainly due to the 
increase of cruise passengers in Italy (+150.0%) 
and in French Mediterranean ports (+15.0%). 
Nevertheless this trend is not consistent: the 
number of cruise passengers fell by 35.0% in 
Cyprus and by 7.0% in Greece. 

 

Table 13: Total cruise passengers in EU 
Mediterranean ports (in 1000) 

Country 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Share 2009 Change 
2009/2008

CY 194 204 173 148 96 1% -35%
ES* 673 1410 1633 1904 1971 27% 4%
FR* 166 183 169 189 218 3% 15%
EL 676 430 528 660 612 8% -7%
IT 1823 175 2368 1752 4378 60% 150%

MT 14 23 18 29 28 0% -3%
SI : : : 18 7 0% -61%

EU Med. ports 3546 2425 4889 4700 7310 100% 56%  
*Mediterranean ports only 
Source: Eurostat (online data code:  mar_pa_aa) 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=mar_pa_aa
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=mar_pa_aa
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=mar_pa_aa
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Seaborne goods handled in EU Black Sea ports 

Table 14: Share of goods inward (gross weight) in 
total of seaborne goods handled in EU Black Sea 
ports 

Country 2007 2008 2009
BG 64% 63% 54%
RO 59% 59% 45%

EU Black Sea ports 60% 60% 49%
EU-27 64% 64% 62%  

Source: Eurostat (online data code:  mar_go_aa) 

In 2009, around 58 million tonnes of goods passed 
through the Black Sea to be handled in the EU 
ports in this basin, 62.0% in Romanian ports and 
38.0% in Bulgarian ports. The main EU ports in the 
Black Sea basin are Constanta (RO) (50.0%) and 
Burgas (BG) (23.0%). 

From 2008 to 2009, the gross weight of goods 
handled in these Black Sea ports fell sharply by 
25.0%, i.e. much more than the gross weight of 
goods handled in the European Union as a whole 
which fell by 12.4%. During this period the gross 
weight fell by 18.0% in Bulgarian ports and 28.0% 
in Romanian ports. This was in contrast to the 
previous period: from 2007 to 2008, this figure had 
increased by 4.3%, while it fell by 0.5% in the 
European Union ports as a whole. This trend has 
also affected the structure of goods entering/exiting 
the ports. For example, from 2008 to 2009, the 
drop in the gross weight of goods entering was 
particularly significant (-39.0%). In 2008 the gross 
weight of goods entering the basin's EU ports 
accounted for 60.0% of the total goods handled, 
and in 2009 this percentage fell to 49.0%. 

 

Short Sea Shipping (SSS) in the Black Sea 
Table 15: Short Sea Shipping by type of cargo, 2008 
(in million tonnes) 
Type of cargo Black Sea Total SSS
Liquid bulk goods 85.6 893.1
Dry bulk goods 27.1 364.5
Large containers 7.1 218.2
Mobile self propelled units 0.3 143.2
Mobile non-self propelled units 0.4 100.3
Other cargo not elsewhere specified 10.9 141.5
TOTAL 131.4 1,860.8  
Source: Eurostat (online data code :  mar_sg_am_ewx) 

In 2008, short sea shipping of goods was  
131.4 million tonnes in the Black Sea, accounting 
for around 7.0% of the total EU SSS. 

In 2008, in the Black Sea, short sea shipping 
involved mainly liquid bulk (65.0%) and dry bulk 
goods (21.0%). 

Table 16: SSS change 2008/2007 by type of cargo, 
(gross weight of goods) 
Type of cargo Black Sea Total SSS
Liquid bulk goods -5.2% -0.5%
Dry bulk goods 19.5% -0.1%
Large containers 51.5% 3.9%
Mobile self propelled units -11.8% 3.1%
Mobile non-self propelled units -40.5% -10.5%
Other cargo not elsewhere specified -0.8% 0.0%
TOTAL 1.3% -0.2%  
Source: Eurostat (online data code :  mar_sg_am_ewx) 

From 2007 to 2008, in the Black Sea, the weight of 
liquid bulk fell more markedly (-5.2%) than in the 
European Union as a whole (-0.5%). However, 
because of the increase in freight in large 
containers (+51.5%) and dry bulk goods (+19.5%) 
in this area, short sea shipping in the Black Sea 
grew by 1.3% overall. 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=mar_go_aa
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=mar_sg_am_ewx
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=mar_sg_am_ewx
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Fishing in the Mediterranean 

Table 17: Number of vessels registered as active on 1 January in the EU Fleet Register (in 1000) 

Registration country 2005 2007 2008 2009 Share 
2009

change 
2009-2008

EL 18.4 17.8 17.6 17.4 45% -1.0%
ES* 4.1 3.9 3.8 3.4 9% -9.9%
FR* 1.7 1.6 1.6 1.6 4% -1.4%
IT 14.9 14.1 13.8 13.7 35% -1.0%
CY 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.2 3% 36.1%
MT 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.1 3% -18.0%
SI 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0% 1.1%

EU Mediterranean ports 41.4 39.9 39.1 38.5 100% -1.6%
BG : 2.5 2.5 2.5 85% 0.1%
RO : 0.4 0.4 0.4 15% -0.5%

EU Black Sea ports : 3.0 3.0 3.0 100% 0.0%
EU-27 : : : 85.6 :  

*Mediterranean ports only 

Source: DG MARE Fleet Register 

Fishing is certainly one of the most prominent of 
the sectors which impact marine biological 
resources. 

In the Mediterranean, fishing is essentially carried 
out by the vessels of the countries bordering this 
basin. On 1 January 2009, 38 500 vessels were 
registered as active in the EU fleet register9 and 
were registered in a Mediterranean port, i.e. 45.0% 
of vessels in the European Union's fishing fleet 
declared active on that date. Approximately 45.0% 
of these vessels were registered in Greece and 
35.0% in Italy. The fact that a vessel is registered 
in a Mediterranean port does not automatically 
mean that it fishes exclusively in this basin. 
However, it may be assumed that this is the case 
for most of them, given the catches recorded by 
Member States and also the size of these vessels: 
82.0% of these vessels which are registered in the 
Mediterranean are less than 12 metres long and 
therefore have quite a limited range, so they are 
more appropriate for coastal fishing. 

Between 1 January 2008 and 1 January 2009, the 
number of vessels registered in a Mediterranean 
port fell by 1.6%. However, this trend varies from 
country to country. For example, the number of 
Cypriot vessels increased by 36.0% during this 
period but the corresponding figure fell for Malta 
(-18.0%) and Spain (-9.9%). 

                                                      
9 See methodological notes: EU Fleet register 

Table 18: Catches of total fishery products by EU 
countries, in Mediterranean, 2008 (1000 tonnes) 

EL 85.5 19.5%
ES 105.2 24.0%
FR 21.8 5.0%
IT 221.7 50.6%
CY 2.0 0.5%
MT 1.3 0.3%
PT 0.03 0.0%
SI 0.7 0.2%

Total Med. Sea 438.1 100%
Total EU-27 5147.5 :

Country Catches Share

 
Source: Eurostat (online data codes: fish_ca_atl37 and 
fish_ca_main) 

In 2008, European fisheries production10 in the 
Mediterranean totalled 438 100 tonnes for the EU 
Member States, of which 50.6% for Italy, 24.0% 
for Spain and 19.5% for Greece. These catches 
were taken almost all by the Member States 
bordering this basin, with the exception of 
Portugal, whose quantities were negligible. The 
total catches are distributed across the Central 
(43.0%), Western (39.0%) and Eastern (18.0%) 
Mediterranean fishery regions. Member States 
generally tend to fish off their own coast; therefore 
the majority of a country's catches are taken in the 
fishing areas adjacent to it. 

                                                      
10 See methodological notes: Catches of fishery products 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=fish_ca_atl37&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=fish_ca_main&mode=view
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Figure 10: Most captured species in the 
Mediterranean by EU countries, 2008 
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Source: Eurostat (online data code:  fish_ca_atl37) 

The most commonly fished species in the 
Mediterranean are: anchovy (16.0%), sardine 
(12.0%), venus clam (6.0%) and hake (6.0%) as 
figure 8 shows. 

At international level, the total volume of fishery 
products caught in the Mediterranean and the Black 
Sea was estimated by the FAO in 2007 to be 
approximately 1 581 000 tonnes, of which 37.0% 
was caught by Turkey, 33.5% by the European 
Union, 9.5% by Algeria and 6.5% by Tunisia. 

 

Fishing in the Black Sea 

Only two EU Member States, Bulgaria and 
Romania, fish in the Black Sea. These are also the 
only Member States which have direct access to 
this basin. On 1 January 2009, almost 3 000 vessels 
were registered in the EU fleet register as active in 
a Black Sea port, of which only 15.0% in a 
Romanian port. The vessels registered in a port in 
this basin account for approximately 3.0% of the 
EU fishing fleet declared as active on that date. 
Almost all (96.0%) of the vessels in this fleet are 
less than 12 metres long. 

Between 1 January 2008 and 1 January 2009, the 
number of vessels registered in a Black Sea port 
remained stable. 

 

 

Table 19: Catches of total fishery products by EU 
countries, in Black Sea, 2008 (in 1000 tonnes) 

BG 7.7 95%
RO 0.4 5%

Total Black Sea 8.1 100%
Total EU-27 5147.5 :

Country Catches Share

 
Source: Eurostat (online data codes:  fish_ca_atl37 and 
fish_ca_main) 

 

In 2008, EU fisheries production in the Black Sea 
totalled 8 100 tonnes of fishery products, 95.0% of 
which was caught by Bulgaria. 

The most commonly caught species in this basin 
are European sprat (56.0%) and sea snail (35.0%). 

 

 

Figure 11: Most captured species in the Black Sea by 
EU countries, 2008 
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Source: Eurostat (online data code:  fish_ca_atl37) 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=fish_ca_atl37&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=fish_ca_atl37&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=fish_ca_atl37&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=fish_ca_main&mode=view
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METHODOLOGICAL NOTES 
Mediterranean basin 

The Mediterranean Sea area comprises all the marine 
waters bounded to the west by the Strait of Gibraltar and 
to the East by the Marmara Sea, Marmara Sea excluded. 

142 EU coastal regions (NUTS3 see reference definition) 
border the Mediterranean Sea. These regions belong to: 
Spain, France, Italy, Greece, Malta and Cyprus. These EU 
Mediterranean coastal regions include the Spanish region 
of Cadiz (partially bordering the Atlantic Ocean). 

Black Sea basin 

The Black Sea area comprises the Sea of Marmara, the 
Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. 

5 EU coastal regions (NUTS 3 see reference definition) 
border the Black Sea. These regions belong to Bulgaria 
and Romania. 

EU coastal regions 

An EU coastal region is a statistical region defined at 
NUTS3 level, responding to one of the following criteria: 

• Region with a sea border (372 correspond to this 
criterion) 

• Region with more than half of its population within 50 
km from the sea (73 regions correspond to this 
criterion) 

• Hamburg, a German region, which does not 
correspond to the definition criteria, has been added to 
the EU coastal regions list, taking into account its 
strong maritime influence. 

According to this definition 446 EU coastal regions have 
been selected. These regions belong to the 22 Member 
States with a coastline. 

EU-27 

In tables and figures EU-27 includes coastal and non 
coastal areas 

EU fleet register 

The Community Fishing Fleet Register, commonly called 
"Fleet Register", is an essential tool for the 
implementation and monitoring of the Common Fisheries 
Policy. 

In accordance with Community legislation, the Fleet 
Register is a database where all fishing vessels flying the 
flag of a Member State, and registered in a community 
territory, must be registered. 

Catches of fishery products 

The data refer to all Catches of fish, crustaceans, molluscs 
and other aquatic organisms by species and fishing area 
for EU (in live weight equivalent of the landings). 

Maritime transport data 

Maritime transport is the carriage of goods and passengers 
by sea-going vessels, on voyages undertaken wholly or 
partly at sea. The data collected from National Statistical 
Authorities are port statistics: information on goods 
handled in ports, passengers embarked and disembarked 
and vessel traffic. The data collection is based on the 
terms of Directive 2009/42/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on statistical returns in 
respect of carriage of goods and passengers by sea. 

Short Sea Shipping (SSS) 

Short Sea Shipping, as covered in this publication, deals 
with the transport of goods between ports in the EU-27, 
Croatia and Norway on one hand, and ports situated in 
geographical Europe, on the Mediterranean and Black 
Seas on the other, i.e. ports in EU-27 countries (Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom), Candidate 
Countries (Croatia and Turkey), EEA countries (Iceland 
and Norway), Baltic (Russia), Mediterranean (Albania, 
Algeria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, 
Libya, Montenegro, Morocco, West Bank / Gaza Strip, 
Syria, and Tunisia) and Black Sea (Georgia, Moldova, 
Russia and Ukraine). This definition is derived from the 
Communication of the Commission COM (1999) 317 
final of 29.06.1999 on the development of SSS in Europe 
(page 2). As a result SSS includes "feeder services": a 
short sea network between ports in order for the freight to 
be consolidated or redistributed to or from a deep sea 
service in one of these ports ("hub ports"). 

Mediterranean Sea for SSS: 

• Spanish ports on the Mediterranean from Tarifa 
(excluded). 

• French ports on the Mediterranean. 
• All ports of Malta, Italy, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia- 

Herzegovina, Montenegro, Albania, Greece, Cyprus, 
Syria, Lebanon, West Bank / Gaza Strip, Libya, 
Tunisia, Algeria and Gibraltar. 

• Ports of Morocco, Egypt and Israel on the 
Mediterranean. 

• Ports of Turkey on the Mediterranean (including the 
ports on the Bosporus). 

Black Sea for SSS: The Black Sea ports excluding the 
ports on the Bosporus. 

Employment 

The employment data used in this publication come from 
the branch account (ESA95). These data refer to total 
employment, i.e. both wage earners and self-employed. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:141:0029:0047:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/fleet/index.cfm?method=AnIntroduction.menu
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Active population and unemployment 

The active population is composed of persons in 
employment and the unemployed. The definitions related 
to active population and unemployment are the definitions 
used by the Labour Force Survey (LFS). 

The LFS target population made up of all members of 
private households aged 15 or over. The survey follows 
the definitions and recommendations of the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO). To achieve further 
harmonisation, Member States also adhere to common 
principles on the construction of questionnaires. 

Production in PPS 

Purchasing Power Standard (PPS) shall mean the 
artificial common reference currency unit used in the 
European Union to express the volume of economic 
aggregates for the purpose of spatial comparisons in 
such a way that price level differences between countries 
are eliminated. Economic volume aggregates in PPS are 
obtained by dividing their original value in national 
currency units by the respective PPP. 1 PPS thus buys 
the same given volume of goods and services in all 
countries, whereas different amounts of national 
currency units are needed to buy this same volume of 
goods and services in individual countries, depending on 
the price level. 

Shift and share analysis 

The analysis explains the employment change in the set of 
coastal regions bordering a basin and shares this change in 
three parts: EU average employment change, structural 
effect and residual effect. 

The explained variable is the employment change (named 
X). 

The structural variable is the employment in a sector 
activity at the beginning of the period; 5 mains sector 
activities have been considered in the analysis. 

The geographic zones are the basins (the coastal regions 
bordering a basin are considered as a unique geographical 
entity) 

ira  is the number of persons employed in the sector i in 
the basin r 

irx  is the change of employment in the sector i in the 
basin r during the reference period. 

.ix is the average rate of employment change in the sector 
i  

rx. is the average rate of employment change in the basin 
r 
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Further information 
 
 
Eurostat website: http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 
 
Data on ‘Regional statistics’: 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/region_cities/regional_statistics/data/database 
 
Data on ‘Transport statistics’ 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/transport/data/database 
Select ‘Maritime transport’ 
 
Data on ‘Fisheries statistics’ 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/fisheries/data/database 
Select’Catches by fishing area’ 
 
Further information about ‘Regional statistics’: 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/region_cities/introduction 
 
 
More information about coastal regions statistics and list of coastal regions NUTS 3 codes: Statistics Explained 
 
Related Eurostat publication 
European port activity in 2009 hit by the general economic crisis - Issue number 65/2010  
Portrait of EU coastal regions - Issue number 38/2010  
Short Sea Shipping of Goods – 2008 - Issue number 26/2010  
Nearly half of the population of EU countries with a sea border is located in coastal regions - Issue number 47/2009  
 
 
Journalists can contact the media support service: 
 
Bech Building, Office A4/125, L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel.: (352) 4301 33408  
Fax: (352) 4301 35349 
E-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@ec.europa.eu 
 
 
 
European Statistical Data Support: 
 
With the members of the ‘European statistical system’, Eurostat has set up a network of 
support centres in nearly every Member State and in some EFTA countries. 
 
Their role is to provide help and guidance to Internet users of European statistics. 
 
Contact details for this support network can be found on the Eurostat website at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/. 
 
 
All Eurostat publications can be ordered via the ‘EU Bookshop’: 
http://bookshop.europa.eu/.  
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